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Conducting World War Il

World War Il was also a total war, and
governments used the same broad categories
of method: propaganda, art and media,
intensified nationalism, and the mobilisation of
economies and populations including colonial
subjects.

New military technology and
new tactics — including the
atomic bomb . fire-
bombing, and the waging of
total war — led to increased lev-
els of casualties, including a

far higher proportion of civil-
ian deaths than in the
previous conflict.
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Continuity above the rule, change below it

Set the two wars side by side and the line falls in the same place every time:

m Above the rule — continuity. Mobilising a society: economies and populations
directed to the war, in 1914 and again, further, in 1939. Who is drawn in:

colonial subjects fighting for empires they do not govern, on a wider
front the second time.

m Below the rule — change. Technology: new weapons in the first war; new weapons
and new tactics in the second, ending with the atomic bomb . Who dies:
overwhelmingly soldiers, then civilians on a scale without precedent.

“Methods largely similar, scale and technology different” is the comparison. Both were total
wars has not compared them; the second was worse has not explained why.
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Continuity above the rule, change below it, in detail

THE FIRST WORLD WAR

MOBILISING total war: economies and populations the same, and further
A SOCIETY directed to the war
WHO IS DRAWN IN  colonial subjects fight for empires again, and on a wider front

they do not govern

TECHNOLOGY new weapons raise casualties sharply =~ new weapons and new tactics — and
the atomic bomb

WHO DIES overwhelmingly soldiers civilians on a scale without precedent

The two total wars: above the rule continuity, below it change — the table is the
sentence, proved.
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Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 Name the four mobilisation strategies.

2.2 State who was mobilised and why this matters.
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Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 Name the four mobilisation strategies. 2]

2.1

o political propaganda; art; media; intensified forms of nationalism

2.2 State who was mobilised and why this matters. 2]

2.2

o populations in the home countries and the colonies; mobilisation reached across em-
pires, making the war global beyond its battlefields
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Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 The CED states a consequence of new technology.
(a) State it.
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Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 The CED states a consequence of new technology.
(a) State it.

(a)

e increased levels of wartime casualties
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2.3 The CED states a consequence of new technology.

(b) State what makes a war “total”.
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2.3 The CED states a consequence of new technology.

(b) State what makes a war “total”.

(b)

o the state mobilises the whole society rather than only its armed forces
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Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 The CED calls World War I 1]
D A a limited war

B the first total war

C a colonial war

D a civil war

3.2 Populations mobilised included those in the home countries and 1]

D A the colonies

B neutral states
C enemy states
D nowhere else
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Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 The CED calls World War I 1]
D A a limited war

B the first total war

C a colonial war

D a civil war

3.1B

¢ the CED’s own claim

3.2 Populations mobilised included those in the home countries and 1]

D A the colonies

B neutral states
C enemy states
D nowhere else

3.2 A

o the colonies are named
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A poster is printed to persuade civilians to work longer hours.

(a) State which strategy this is.
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A poster is printed to persuade civilians to work longer hours.

(a) State which strategy this is.

(a)

e political propaganda
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A poster is printed to persuade civilians to work longer hours.

(b) Explain why it belongs to the definition of total war.
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A poster is printed to persuade civilians to work longer hours.

(b) Explain why it belongs to the definition of total war.

(b)

e it treats civilian labour as a war resource, which is exactly what total war means



