
Exercise walk-through

4.7
Changing Social Hierarchies
from 1450 to 1750

AP World History: Modern



Transoceanic Interconnections
Why Europeans Sailed

Four conditions, all necessary, in detail
INHERITED KNOWLEDGE
— classical, Islamic and Asian

SHIP DESIGN — the caravel

NAVIGATION — astrolabe
and magnetic compass

STATE SPONSORSHIP —
Portugal and Spain first, then

England, France and the Dutch

TRANSOCEANIC
VOYAGES

Four necessary conditions, not one motive - knowledge and instruments still need
a sponsor



Transoceanic Interconnections
Maritime Empires Maintained

Maritime Empires Maintained

The Atlantic trading system
moved goods, wealth, and people between
Europe, Africa, and the Americas – the
pattern usually taught as triangular trade,
though real routes were more complex.

Colonial societies devel-
oped new social hierar-
chies , defined by an-
cestry and by place of birth –
the Spanish casta system being
the most formally codified.



Transoceanic Interconnections
Internal and External Challenges

The casta hierarchy, and the pushback

THE CASTA HIERARCHY — a social
order defined by ancestry and enforced by law

REBELLION — challenging
the system from inside it

MAROON COMMUNITIES — leaving
it altogether, and defending the exit

Two different responses to one imposed order. A maroon community is not a
failed rebellion – it is a different strategy, and the exam marks the difference



AP World History: Modern

Exercises 2.1·2.2

Accommodation as strategy
The CED’s own phrasing puts accommodation beside utilising contributions. A
state may accept diversity because the groups concerned are useful, which is a policy
rather than a value.

2 Practice
2.1 State the two opposite policies empires adopted. [2]

2.2 Name the two examples of new elites. [2]

2.3 Accommodation appears beside “utilise contributions”.

(a) State what this suggests about the motive. [1]

(b) State the CED’s verb for what happened to existing elites. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The Casta system arose in [1]

A the Americas
B China
C the Ottoman Empire
D West Africa

3.2 Existing elites’ power is described as [1]

A steadily rising
B fluctuating
C unchanged
D abolished

AP World History: Modern • 4.7 Changing Social Hierarchies from 1450 to 1750 2

Accommodation as strategy
The CED’s own phrasing puts accommodation beside utilising contributions. A
state may accept diversity because the groups concerned are useful, which is a policy
rather than a value.

2 Practice
2.1 State the two opposite policies empires adopted. [2]

2.2 Name the two examples of new elites. [2]

2.3 Accommodation appears beside “utilise contributions”.

(a) State what this suggests about the motive. [1]

(b) State the CED’s verb for what happened to existing elites. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The Casta system arose in [1]

A the Americas
B China
C the Ottoman Empire
D West Africa

3.2 Existing elites’ power is described as [1]

A steadily rising
B fluctuating
C unchanged
D abolished

AP World History: Modern • 4.7 Changing Social Hierarchies from 1450 to 1750 2



AP World History: Modern
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• accommodating diversity or utilising different groups’ contributions; suppressing di-
versity or limiting certain groups’ roles

2.2

• the transition to the Qing Dynasty in China; the rise of the Casta system in the
Americas

2.3

(a)

• that the state may accept diversity because the groups are useful

(b)

• fluctuated

3.1 A

• the CED locates it there

3.2 B

• fluctuated is the CED’s word

3.3

(a)

• accommodation

(b)

• the CED pairs accommodation with utilising contributions, so the policy may follow
from the group’s usefulness rather than from a principle
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AP World History: Modern

Exercise 2.3 (a)

Accommodation as strategy
The CED’s own phrasing puts accommodation beside utilising contributions. A
state may accept diversity because the groups concerned are useful, which is a policy
rather than a value.

2 Practice
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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Americas

2.3
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(b)

• fluctuated

3.1 A

• the CED locates it there
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• fluctuated is the CED’s word

3.3
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AP World History: Modern

Exercise 2.3 (b)

Accommodation as strategy
The CED’s own phrasing puts accommodation beside utilising contributions. A
state may accept diversity because the groups concerned are useful, which is a policy
rather than a value.

2 Practice
2.1 State the two opposite policies empires adopted. [2]

2.2 Name the two examples of new elites. [2]

2.3 Accommodation appears beside “utilise contributions”.

(a) State what this suggests about the motive. [1]

(b) State the CED’s verb for what happened to existing elites. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The Casta system arose in [1]

A the Americas
B China
C the Ottoman Empire
D West Africa

3.2 Existing elites’ power is described as [1]

A steadily rising
B fluctuating
C unchanged
D abolished
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AP World History: Modern

Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 An empire recruits officials from a religious minority.

(a) State which of the two policies this is. [1]

(b) Explain why this need not indicate tolerance. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 An empire recruits officials from a religious minority.

(a) State which of the two policies this is. [1]

(b) Explain why this need not indicate tolerance. [2]
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