
Exercise walk-through

2.4
Trans-Saharan Trade Routes

AP World History: Modern



Networks of Exchange
Trans-Saharan Trade

Crossing the desert: technology and organisation

Camel saddle
Improvements to saddles supported
transport across desert routes.
Organised caravans brought
merchants and animals together for
long journeys.

Cargo and conditions
Gold moved north from West Africa
and salt south. The desert
imposed different constraints from a
monsoon sea route.

Transport equipment helped; one invention alone does not explain all political
and commercial growth.



Networks of Exchange
Trans-Saharan Trade

Mali: connect state activity to exchange

Mali
Expansion brought more people into
its economy and trade networks.
Control, protection and taxation
could connect political power with
trade.

Wealth and wider contacts
Mansa Musa’s pilgrimage
demonstrated Mali’s wealth and
connections to the Islamic world.
Commercial and religious contacts
could overlap.

State support could facilitate exchange; do not assume every empire protected
every trader equally.



AP World History: Modern

Exercises 2.1·2.2
2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s cause of trans-Saharan growth. [2]

2.2 State the effect of Mali’s expansion. [2]

2.3 Crossing a desert requires more than a route.

(a) Name three requirements. [3]

(b) State the link to 1.5. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The CED attributes the growth to innovations in [1]

A entirely new technologies
B existing transportation technologies
C military technologies
D agricultural technologies

3.2 Mali is located in [1]

A East Africa
B West Africa
C North Africa
D Southern Africa
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2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s cause of trans-Saharan growth. [2]

2.2 State the effect of Mali’s expansion. [2]

2.3 Crossing a desert requires more than a route.

(a) Name three requirements. [3]

(b) State the link to 1.5. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The CED attributes the growth to innovations in [1]

A entirely new technologies
B existing transportation technologies
C military technologies
D agricultural technologies

3.2 Mali is located in [1]

A East Africa
B West Africa
C North Africa
D Southern Africa

AP World History: Modern • 2.4 Trans-Saharan Trade Routes 2

Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• innovations in existing transportation technologies, which increased volume and geo-
graphical range

2.2

• it facilitated Afro-Eurasian trade and communication as new people were drawn into
the economies and trade networks

2.3

(a)

• an animal able to cross; a route with water; an organisation able to finance and protect
the caravan

(b)

• 1.5’s claim that African state systems expanded in scope and reach

3.1 B

• existing technologies, improved

3.2 B

• the CED specifies West Africa

3.3

(a)

• protection, water access and a market

(b)

• traffic makes the route valuable and the empire richer, and the richer empire can
protect more traffic
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s cause of trans-Saharan growth. [2]
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(a) Name three requirements. [3]
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Exercise 2.3 (b)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1
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• it facilitated Afro-Eurasian trade and communication as new people were drawn into
the economies and trade networks

2.3

(a)

• an animal able to cross; a route with water; an organisation able to finance and protect
the caravan

(b)

• 1.5’s claim that African state systems expanded in scope and reach

3.1 B

• existing technologies, improved

3.2 B

• the CED specifies West Africa

3.3

(a)

• protection, water access and a market

(b)

• traffic makes the route valuable and the empire richer, and the richer empire can
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Solutions
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 An empire sits astride a trade route.

(a) State what it can supply. [1]

(b) Explain how this makes the empire and the route grow together. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 An empire sits astride a trade route.

(a) State what it can supply. [1]

(b) Explain how this makes the empire and the route grow together. [2]
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