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Challenges of the 21st Century
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Period 9: 1980-Present
Challenges of the Twenty-First Century

Challenges of the Twenty-First Century

The period’s later topics group around a small number of developments:

The September 11 attacks and the response – military intervention
abroad, a new security apparatus, and renewed debate over the balance between
security and civil liberties .
Economic crisis in 2008 and the argument over government’s role in stabilising the
economy.
Political polarisation , amplified by changes in media and
communication.
Debate over climate and energy policy.



Period 9: 1980-Present
Challenges of the Twenty-First Century

The arrow between the pans is the argument

the SEPTEMBER 11 ATTACKS

SECURITY CIVIL LIBERTIES

surveillance, screening, detention
a permanent security apparatus

privacy, due process, freedom of movement
questions the courts are still deciding

The arrow is the argument: each gain on one side is claimed at the cost of the
other, and the exam wants that trade named, not a preference



AP United States History

Exercises 2.1·2.2

The conclusion
Despite economic and foreign policy challenges, the United States contin-
ued as the world’s leading superpower in the 21st century. The CED ends
the course with a plain statement of position.

2 Practice
2.1 State what followed the 2001 attacks. [2]

2.2 State the tension the war on terrorism raised. [2]

2.3 The same tension appeared in earlier wars.

(a) Name two earlier examples from period 7. [2]

(b) State the CED’s conclusion about U.S. power. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The CED describes the conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq as [1]

A lengthy and controversial
B brief and popular
C avoided
D entirely successful

3.2 Debates over fossil fuel dependence arose from Middle East conflicts and [1]

A concerns about climate change
B union decline
C immigration
D tax cuts
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Exercises 2.1·2.2

The conclusion
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• military efforts against terrorism and lengthy, controversial conflicts in Afghanistan
and Iraq

2.2

• it sought to improve security within the United States but raised questions about the
protection of civil liberties and human rights

2.3

(a)

• any two of: World War I restrictions on freedom of speech; the Red Scare; the intern-
ment of Japanese Americans

(b)

• the United States continued as the world’s leading superpower in the 21st century

3.1 A

• lengthy and controversial

3.2 A

• climate change

3.3

(a)

• between security and civil liberties

(b)

• wartime security measures work by restricting what people may do or say, and the
restriction falls on citizens as well as on any threat
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (a)

The conclusion
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (b)

The conclusion
Despite economic and foreign policy challenges, the United States contin-
ued as the world’s leading superpower in the 21st century. The CED ends
the course with a plain statement of position.
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(a) Name two earlier examples from period 7. [2]

(b) State the CED’s conclusion about U.S. power. [1]
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (b)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• military efforts against terrorism and lengthy, controversial conflicts in Afghanistan
and Iraq

2.2

• it sought to improve security within the United States but raised questions about the
protection of civil liberties and human rights

2.3

(a)
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3.2 A
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• wartime security measures work by restricting what people may do or say, and the
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AP United States History

Exercises 3.1·3.2
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Exercises 3.1·3.2
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A security policy raises questions about civil liberties.

(a) State the recurring tension. [1]

(b) Explain why it recurs in every war. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A security policy raises questions about civil liberties.

(a) State the recurring tension. [1]

(b) Explain why it recurs in every war. [2]
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