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Period 8: 1945-1980
The Great Society and the Vietnam War

The Great Society and the Vietnam War

The Great Society extended federal
responsibility furthest since the New Deal:
Medicare and Medicaid, federal aid to
education, and the War on
Poverty .

Defeat abroad and disillusion
at home weakened confidence
in federal power just as its do-
mestic role peaked.



Period 8: 1945-1980
The Great Society and the Vietnam War

The Great Society and Vietnam, in detail

the GREAT SOCIETY —
a War on Poverty at home

the VIETNAM WAR — an
expanding commitment abroad

ONE BUDGET,
and rising inflation

as the war is reported differently from
how it is described, the credibility gap

The Great Society and Vietnam drew on one budget in the same years



AP United States History

Exercises 2.1·2.2

2 Practice
2.1 State what the CED classes the Vietnam War as. [2]

2.2 State what decolonization in Asia produced. [2]

2.3 The war raised a constitutional question.

(a) State it. [2]

(b) Explain why containment produced a war in a decolonising country. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The CED classes the Vietnam War among measures to [1]

A contain communism
B expand trade
C end decolonization
D enforce détente

3.2 The constitutional debate concerned the power of [1]

A the executive branch in foreign and military policy
B the judiciary
C state governments
D the Senate alone
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• a major military engagement among the measures by which the United States sought
to contain communism

2.2

• both sides sought allies among new nations, many of which remained nonaligned

2.3

(a)

• the appropriate power of the executive branch in conducting foreign and military
policy

(b)

• a nationalist movement could be read as self-determination or as communist expan-
sion, and containment required a judgment

3.1 A

• contain communism

3.2 A

• the executive branch

3.3

(a)

• as national self-determination or as communist expansion

(b)

• the first calls for support or neutrality while the second calls for containment, so the
same facts produce opposite policies
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (a)
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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policy
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3.1 A

• contain communism
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(b)
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (b)

2 Practice
2.1 State what the CED classes the Vietnam War as. [2]

2.2 State what decolonization in Asia produced. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• a major military engagement among the measures by which the United States sought
to contain communism

2.2

• both sides sought allies among new nations, many of which remained nonaligned

2.3

(a)

• the appropriate power of the executive branch in conducting foreign and military
policy

(b)

• a nationalist movement could be read as self-determination or as communist expan-
sion, and containment required a judgment

3.1 A

• contain communism

3.2 A

• the executive branch

3.3

(a)

• as national self-determination or as communist expansion

(b)

• the first calls for support or neutrality while the second calls for containment, so the
same facts produce opposite policies
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• a major military engagement among the measures by which the United States sought
to contain communism

2.2

• both sides sought allies among new nations, many of which remained nonaligned

2.3

(a)

• the appropriate power of the executive branch in conducting foreign and military
policy

(b)

• a nationalist movement could be read as self-determination or as communist expan-
sion, and containment required a judgment

3.1 A

• contain communism

3.2 A

• the executive branch

3.3

(a)

• as national self-determination or as communist expansion

(b)

• the first calls for support or neutrality while the second calls for containment, so the
same facts produce opposite policies
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A nationalist movement can be read two ways.

(a) State them. [1]

(b) Explain why the reading determines the policy. [2]
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A nationalist movement can be read two ways.

(a) State them. [1]

(b) Explain why the reading determines the policy. [2]
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