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Period 7: 1890-1945
World War I and Its Aftermath

World War I and Its Aftermath

Entry into the First World
War mobilised the economy
and expanded federal power, but it also
intensified debates about the nation’s role in
the world and about civil liberties at home,
where dissent was prosecuted.

The war triggered the Great
Migration , as African
Americans moved north for
wartime industrial jobs, reshap-
ing northern cities and politics.



Period 7: 1890-1945
World War I and Its Aftermath

After the war: unilateral, not isolated

Rejecting the League The Senate refused the League of Nations – the United States
would not bind itself to collective security.

Still engaged It stayed economically engaged abroad: loans, trade and repa-
rations arrangements ran right through the 1920s.

The word to use Unilateral foreign policy : acting alone and on
its own terms – which is not the same as withdrawing.

“Isolationism” is the loose word; unilateral is the accurate one, and the distinction is worth a
sentence in an essay.



AP United States History

Exercises 2.1·2.2

The Senate
Despite Wilson’s deep involvement in postwar negotiations, the U.S. Sen-
ate refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles or join the League of Nations.
The tradition departed from in 1917 reasserted itself in 1919.

2 Practice
2.1 State what U.S. entry departed from and why. [2]

2.2 State the CED’s assessment of the AEF’s role and of U.S. entry. [2]

2.3 The Senate acted after the war.

(a) State what it refused. [2]

(b) State what this shows about the tradition. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The AEF’s role in combat is described as [1]

A relatively limited
B decisive in every battle
C nonexistent
D the largest of any army

3.2 The Senate refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles or [1]

A join the League of Nations
B fund the army
C recognise France
D end the war
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• the U.S. foreign policy tradition of noninvolvement in European affairs, in response
to Wilson’s call for the defense of humanitarian and democratic principles

2.2

• the AEF played a relatively limited role in combat; U.S. entry helped tip the balance
in favor of the Allies

2.3

(a)

• to ratify the Treaty of Versailles or join the League of Nations

(b)

• that the tradition departed from in 1917 reasserted itself

3.1 A

• relatively limited

3.2 A

• the League of Nations

3.3

(a)

• the effect can come from what entry promises rather than from what it delivers

(b)

• fresh manpower and industrial capacity changed what each side could expect, which
alters the war’s balance before those resources are fully used
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (a)

The Senate
Despite Wilson’s deep involvement in postwar negotiations, the U.S. Sen-
ate refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles or join the League of Nations.
The tradition departed from in 1917 reasserted itself in 1919.
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• the U.S. foreign policy tradition of noninvolvement in European affairs, in response
to Wilson’s call for the defense of humanitarian and democratic principles

2.2

• the AEF played a relatively limited role in combat; U.S. entry helped tip the balance
in favor of the Allies

2.3

(a)

• to ratify the Treaty of Versailles or join the League of Nations

(b)

• that the tradition departed from in 1917 reasserted itself

3.1 A

• relatively limited

3.2 A

• the League of Nations

3.3

(a)

• the effect can come from what entry promises rather than from what it delivers

(b)

• fresh manpower and industrial capacity changed what each side could expect, which
alters the war’s balance before those resources are fully used
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (b)

The Senate
Despite Wilson’s deep involvement in postwar negotiations, the U.S. Sen-
ate refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles or join the League of Nations.
The tradition departed from in 1917 reasserted itself in 1919.
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

The Senate
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• the U.S. foreign policy tradition of noninvolvement in European affairs, in response
to Wilson’s call for the defense of humanitarian and democratic principles

2.2

• the AEF played a relatively limited role in combat; U.S. entry helped tip the balance
in favor of the Allies

2.3

(a)

• to ratify the Treaty of Versailles or join the League of Nations

(b)

• that the tradition departed from in 1917 reasserted itself

3.1 A

• relatively limited

3.2 A

• the League of Nations

3.3

(a)

• the effect can come from what entry promises rather than from what it delivers

(b)

• fresh manpower and industrial capacity changed what each side could expect, which
alters the war’s balance before those resources are fully used
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Exercises 3.1·3.2
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• the U.S. foreign policy tradition of noninvolvement in European affairs, in response
to Wilson’s call for the defense of humanitarian and democratic principles

2.2

• the AEF played a relatively limited role in combat; U.S. entry helped tip the balance
in favor of the Allies

2.3

(a)

• to ratify the Treaty of Versailles or join the League of Nations

(b)
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3.1 A

• relatively limited

3.2 A

• the League of Nations

3.3

(a)

• the effect can come from what entry promises rather than from what it delivers

(b)

• fresh manpower and industrial capacity changed what each side could expect, which
alters the war’s balance before those resources are fully used
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A limited military contribution has a decisive effect.

(a) State how this is possible. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (a)
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A limited military contribution has a decisive effect.

(a) State how this is possible. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A limited military contribution has a decisive effect.

(a) State how this is possible. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]
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