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5.2
Manifest Destiny

AP United States History



Period 5: 1844-1877
Manifest Destiny and Expansion

Manifest Destiny and Expansion

Period 5 runs from 1844 to 1877. Disputes
over slavery and federal power intensified into
civil war and continued during Reconstruction.

Advocates justified annexa-
tion through Manifest Des-
tiny – the claim
that the United States was des-
tined, and superior enough, to
spread across the continent.



Period 5: 1844-1877
Manifest Destiny and Expansion

Expansion: what it added, and what it cost
the Mexican-American
War

added enormous territory in the West, and with it the
question of whether slavery would follow

the Homestead
Act

wartime legislation that gave settlers land, accelerating set-
tlement of the plains

Mexican Ameri-
cans

people already living on the annexed land – their property
and legal rights were repeatedly disputed

American Indians government interaction produced displacement and vio-
lence as settlement advanced

the resources natural and mineral wealth drew migrants and capital, and
set the pattern of Western economies

Expansion sharpened disputes over slavery and federal power; explain the decisions and re-
sponses that intensified conflict.



AP United States History

Exercises 2.1·2.2
2 Practice
2.1 Name the three motives for westward migration. [3]

2.2 State what advocates of annexation argued. [2]

2.3 The CED reports a consequence.

(a) State it. [1]

(b) State what boosted migration during and after the war. [2]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Advocates argued that Manifest Destiny and the superiority of American institu-
tions [1]

A compelled expansion to the Pacific
B forbade expansion
C required withdrawal
D applied only to the East

3.2 U.S. interest in expanding trade produced initiatives towards [1]

A Asia
B Africa
C Antarctica
D Australia only
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• access to natural and mineral resources; hope of economic opportunities; religious
refuge

2.2

• that Manifest Destiny and the superiority of American institutions compelled the
United States to expand its borders westward to the Pacific Ocean

2.3

(a)

• it frequently provoked competition and violent conflict

(b)

• new legislation promoting western transportation and economic development

3.1 A

• compelled expansion to the Pacific

3.2 A

• Asia

3.3

(a)

• it presents expansion as an obligation rather than a choice

(b)

• that it frequently provoked competition and violent conflict, so the CED records the
cost alongside the claim
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Exercise 2.3 (b)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A doctrine says a nation is compelled to expand.

(a) State what such a claim does for policy. [1]

(b) Explain what the CED adds immediately afterwards. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A doctrine says a nation is compelled to expand.

(a) State what such a claim does for policy. [1]

(b) Explain what the CED adds immediately afterwards. [2]
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