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4.7
Expanding Democracy

AP United States History



Period 4: 1800-1848
Expanding Democracy and Jackson

Expanding Democracy and Jackson

The transition to a more participatory
democracy came through
expanding suffrage – the removal of
property qualifications for white men – along
with new campaign styles and mass political
parties.

The limits matter as much as
the expansion: this widening
applied to white men, while
free African Americans in sev-
eral states lost voting rights in
the same decades, and women
had none.



Period 4: 1800-1848
Expanding Democracy and Jackson

Widening and narrowing, in the same decades
SUFFRAGE EXTENDED — property requirements fall away; nearly all white men vote

SUFFRAGE WITHDRAWN — free Black men lose the vote in most states

REMOVAL — the Indian Removal Act of 1830; the Trail of Tears follows

1800 1820 1830 1848

All three overlap in the same decades. “The age of the common man” is a
phrase to qualify, not to repeat



AP United States History

Exercises 2.1·2.2

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s account of the suffrage change. [2]

2.2 State exactly who the new franchise covered. [2]

2.3 The change was accompanied by something.

(a) State it and explain the connection. [2]

(b) State why the precise wording matters. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Suffrage moved from a system based on property ownership to one based on voting
by [1]

A all adult white men
B all adults
C all men
D property holders only

3.2 The change was accompanied by the growth of [1]

A political parties
B the judiciary
C the army
D the tariff
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• from a system based on property ownership to one based on voting by all adult white
men

2.2

• all adult white men; the CED states the boundary in the same clause as the expansion

2.3

(a)

• the growth of political parties; more voters required organisations able to reach them

(b)

• it is the accurate description and costs nothing to reproduce

3.1 A

• all adult white men

3.2 A

• political parties

3.3

(a)

• it drops the racial boundary the CED states

(b)

• the franchise moved from property ownership to all adult white men, which is both a
real expansion and an explicit exclusion
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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2.1 State the CED’s account of the suffrage change. [2]

2.2 State exactly who the new franchise covered. [2]

2.3 The change was accompanied by something.

(a) State it and explain the connection. [2]

(b) State why the precise wording matters. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Suffrage moved from a system based on property ownership to one based on voting
by [1]

A all adult white men
B all adults
C all men
D property holders only

3.2 The change was accompanied by the growth of [1]

A political parties
B the judiciary
C the army
D the tariff

AP United States History • 4.7 Expanding Democracy 2

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s account of the suffrage change. [2]

2.2 State exactly who the new franchise covered. [2]

2.3 The change was accompanied by something.

(a) State it and explain the connection. [2]

(b) State why the precise wording matters. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Suffrage moved from a system based on property ownership to one based on voting
by [1]

A all adult white men
B all adults
C all men
D property holders only

3.2 The change was accompanied by the growth of [1]

A political parties
B the judiciary
C the army
D the tariff

AP United States History • 4.7 Expanding Democracy 2



AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (a)

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s account of the suffrage change. [2]

2.2 State exactly who the new franchise covered. [2]

2.3 The change was accompanied by something.

(a) State it and explain the connection. [2]

(b) State why the precise wording matters. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Suffrage moved from a system based on property ownership to one based on voting
by [1]

A all adult white men
B all adults
C all men
D property holders only

3.2 The change was accompanied by the growth of [1]

A political parties
B the judiciary
C the army
D the tariff

AP United States History • 4.7 Expanding Democracy 2

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s account of the suffrage change. [2]

2.2 State exactly who the new franchise covered. [2]

2.3 The change was accompanied by something.

(a) State it and explain the connection. [2]

(b) State why the precise wording matters. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Suffrage moved from a system based on property ownership to one based on voting
by [1]

A all adult white men
B all adults
C all men
D property holders only

3.2 The change was accompanied by the growth of [1]

A political parties
B the judiciary
C the army
D the tariff

AP United States History • 4.7 Expanding Democracy 2
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Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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3.1 A

• all adult white men

3.2 A

• political parties

3.3

(a)

• it drops the racial boundary the CED states

(b)

• the franchise moved from property ownership to all adult white men, which is both a
real expansion and an explicit exclusion
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s account of the suffrage change. [2]

2.2 State exactly who the new franchise covered. [2]
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(b) State why the precise wording matters. [1]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• from a system based on property ownership to one based on voting by all adult white
men

2.2

• all adult white men; the CED states the boundary in the same clause as the expansion

2.3

(a)

• the growth of political parties; more voters required organisations able to reach them

(b)

• it is the accurate description and costs nothing to reproduce

3.1 A

• all adult white men

3.2 A

• political parties

3.3

(a)

• it drops the racial boundary the CED states

(b)

• the franchise moved from property ownership to all adult white men, which is both a
real expansion and an explicit exclusion
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A student writes that suffrage was expanded to all men.

(a) State the error. [1]

(b) Explain what the accurate statement is. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A student writes that suffrage was expanded to all men.

(a) State the error. [1]

(b) Explain what the accurate statement is. [2]
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