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Period 4: 1800-1848
Politics, Regions, and the World Stage

Politics, Regions, and the World Stage

As the country grew, regional
interests diverged. The North
favoured tariffs to protect manufacturing; the
South opposed them as a tax on its exports;
the West wanted internal improvements and
cheap land. Nearly every political dispute of
the period maps onto that triangle.

It fought the War of 1812
1812 , expanded for-
eign trade, and in the Monroe
Doctrine declared
the Western Hemisphere closed
to further European colonisa-
tion – an assertion of influence
well beyond the country’s ac-
tual power at the time.



Period 4: 1800-1848
Politics, Regions, and the World Stage

Every dispute is an edge of this triangle

As the country grew, regional interests diverged.

The North favoured tariffs to protect manufacturing; the South opposed them as
a tax on its exports; the West wanted internal improvements and cheap land.



Every dispute is an edge of this triangle, in detail

NORTH
tariffs to protect
its manufacturing

WEST
internal improvements

and cheap land

SOUTH
no tariffs — they

tax what it exports

who pays for the
roads and canals? the tariff: protection or a tax?

will slavery follow
the settlers west?

As the country grew, regional interests diverged.



AP United States History

Exercises 2.1·2.2
2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s claim about regional and national concerns. [2]

2.2 State what debates over the American System were about. [2]

2.3 “Only temporarily stemmed” has two halves.

(a) State each. [2]

(b) State what the qualifiers “often” and “many” contribute. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The CED says regional interests often trumped [1]

A national concerns
B foreign policy
C the Constitution
D party discipline

3.2 The American System debate concerned whether policies would benefit [1]

A agriculture or industry
B Britain or France
C courts or legislatures
D cities or towns
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• regional interests often trumped national concerns as the basis for many leaders’ po-
sitions on slavery and economic policy

2.2

• whether such policies would benefit agriculture or industry, potentially favouring dif-
ferent sections of the country

2.3

(a)

• it did stem the tensions; it did so only temporarily

(b)

• they make the claim a tendency rather than a rule

3.1 A

• national concerns

3.2 A

• agriculture or industry

3.3

(a)

• that it only temporarily stemmed growing tensions

(b)

• calling it a failure misses that it held; calling it a success misses that the tensions kept
growing beneath it
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• regional interests often trumped national concerns as the basis for many leaders’ po-
sitions on slavery and economic policy

2.2

• whether such policies would benefit agriculture or industry, potentially favouring dif-
ferent sections of the country

2.3

(a)

• it did stem the tensions; it did so only temporarily

(b)

• they make the claim a tendency rather than a rule

3.1 A

• national concerns

3.2 A

• agriculture or industry

3.3

(a)

• that it only temporarily stemmed growing tensions

(b)

• calling it a failure misses that it held; calling it a success misses that the tensions kept
growing beneath it
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (b)

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s claim about regional and national concerns. [2]

2.2 State what debates over the American System were about. [2]

2.3 “Only temporarily stemmed” has two halves.

(a) State each. [2]

(b) State what the qualifiers “often” and “many” contribute. [1]
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3.1 The CED says regional interests often trumped [1]

A national concerns
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C the Constitution
D party discipline

3.2 The American System debate concerned whether policies would benefit [1]

A agriculture or industry
B Britain or France
C courts or legislatures
D cities or towns
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1
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2.3
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• it did stem the tensions; it did so only temporarily

(b)

• they make the claim a tendency rather than a rule

3.1 A

• national concerns

3.2 A

• agriculture or industry

3.3

(a)

• that it only temporarily stemmed growing tensions

(b)

• calling it a failure misses that it held; calling it a success misses that the tensions kept
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Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• regional interests often trumped national concerns as the basis for many leaders’ po-
sitions on slavery and economic policy

2.2

• whether such policies would benefit agriculture or industry, potentially favouring dif-
ferent sections of the country

2.3

(a)

• it did stem the tensions; it did so only temporarily

(b)

• they make the claim a tendency rather than a rule

3.1 A

• national concerns

3.2 A

• agriculture or industry

3.3

(a)

• that it only temporarily stemmed growing tensions

(b)

• calling it a failure misses that it held; calling it a success misses that the tensions kept
growing beneath it

AP United States History • 4.3 Politics and Regional Interests 4

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s claim about regional and national concerns. [2]

2.2 State what debates over the American System were about. [2]

2.3 “Only temporarily stemmed” has two halves.

(a) State each. [2]

(b) State what the qualifiers “often” and “many” contribute. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The CED says regional interests often trumped [1]

A national concerns
B foreign policy
C the Constitution
D party discipline

3.2 The American System debate concerned whether policies would benefit [1]

A agriculture or industry
B Britain or France
C courts or legislatures
D cities or towns

AP United States History • 4.3 Politics and Regional Interests 2

Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• regional interests often trumped national concerns as the basis for many leaders’ po-
sitions on slavery and economic policy

2.2

• whether such policies would benefit agriculture or industry, potentially favouring dif-
ferent sections of the country

2.3

(a)

• it did stem the tensions; it did so only temporarily

(b)

• they make the claim a tendency rather than a rule

3.1 A

• national concerns

3.2 A

• agriculture or industry

3.3

(a)

• that it only temporarily stemmed growing tensions

(b)

• calling it a failure misses that it held; calling it a success misses that the tensions kept
growing beneath it

AP United States History • 4.3 Politics and Regional Interests 4



AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A compromise holds for thirty years and the underlying tension grows.

(a) State the CED’s judgment. [1]

(b) Explain why both halves belong in an answer. [2]
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A compromise holds for thirty years and the underlying tension grows.

(a) State the CED’s judgment. [1]

(b) Explain why both halves belong in an answer. [2]
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