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Period 4: 1800-1848
African Americans and the Society of the South

African Americans and the Society of the South

Antislavery effort in the South was largely
limited to unsuccessful
rebellions by enslaved people,
which were met with harsher laws and tighter
control.

Enslaved and free African
Americans created communi-
ties and strategies
to protect themselves: family
and kinship networks, religious
practice, music, and covert re-
sistance – a continuation of the
pattern from Period 2.



AP United States History

Exercises 2.1·2.2

Overcultivation
As overcultivation depleted arable land in the Southeast, slaveholders be-
gan relocating their plantations to more fertile lands west of the Appalachi-
ans, where the institution of slavery continued to grow. An environmental
cause with a political consequence.

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s fact about slaveholding and what most leaders argued. [2]

2.2 State what Southern business leaders relied on and its effect. [2]

2.3 Overcultivation had a political consequence.

(a) State the chain. [2]

(b) State what the gap between population and leaders shows. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The majority of Southerners [1]

A owned no enslaved persons
B owned plantations
C lived in cities
D opposed slavery publicly
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AP United States History

Exercises 2.1·2.2

Overcultivation
As overcultivation depleted arable land in the Southeast, slaveholders be-
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• the majority of Southerners owned no enslaved persons; most leaders argued that
slavery was part of the Southern way of life

2.2

• the production and export of traditional agricultural staples, contributing to a dis-
tinctive Southern regional identity

2.3

(a)

• overcultivation depleted arable land in the Southeast, so slaveholders relocated plan-
tations west of the Appalachians, where slavery continued to grow

(b)

• who spoke for the section

3.1 A

• the CED’s own statement

3.2 A

• the Southeast

3.3

(a)

• that the leadership’s position did not depend on majority ownership

(b)

• the institution can be defended as regional identity rather than as personal interest,
which enlists people who hold no enslaved persons themselves
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (a)

Overcultivation
As overcultivation depleted arable land in the Southeast, slaveholders be-
gan relocating their plantations to more fertile lands west of the Appalachi-
ans, where the institution of slavery continued to grow. An environmental
cause with a political consequence.

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s fact about slaveholding and what most leaders argued. [2]

2.2 State what Southern business leaders relied on and its effect. [2]
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• the majority of Southerners owned no enslaved persons; most leaders argued that
slavery was part of the Southern way of life

2.2

• the production and export of traditional agricultural staples, contributing to a dis-
tinctive Southern regional identity

2.3

(a)

• overcultivation depleted arable land in the Southeast, so slaveholders relocated plan-
tations west of the Appalachians, where slavery continued to grow

(b)

• who spoke for the section

3.1 A

• the CED’s own statement

3.2 A

• the Southeast

3.3

(a)

• that the leadership’s position did not depend on majority ownership

(b)

• the institution can be defended as regional identity rather than as personal interest,
which enlists people who hold no enslaved persons themselves
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (b)

Overcultivation
As overcultivation depleted arable land in the Southeast, slaveholders be-
gan relocating their plantations to more fertile lands west of the Appalachi-
ans, where the institution of slavery continued to grow. An environmental
cause with a political consequence.

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s fact about slaveholding and what most leaders argued. [2]

2.2 State what Southern business leaders relied on and its effect. [2]

2.3 Overcultivation had a political consequence.

(a) State the chain. [2]

(b) State what the gap between population and leaders shows. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The majority of Southerners [1]

A owned no enslaved persons
B owned plantations
C lived in cities
D opposed slavery publicly
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (b)

Overcultivation
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• the majority of Southerners owned no enslaved persons; most leaders argued that
slavery was part of the Southern way of life

2.2

• the production and export of traditional agricultural staples, contributing to a dis-
tinctive Southern regional identity

2.3

(a)

• overcultivation depleted arable land in the Southeast, so slaveholders relocated plan-
tations west of the Appalachians, where slavery continued to grow

(b)

• who spoke for the section

3.1 A

• the CED’s own statement

3.2 A

• the Southeast

3.3

(a)

• that the leadership’s position did not depend on majority ownership

(b)

• the institution can be defended as regional identity rather than as personal interest,
which enlists people who hold no enslaved persons themselves
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AP United States History

Exercises 3.1·3.2
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3.2 Overcultivation depleted arable land in [1]

A the Southeast
B New England
C the Northwest Territory
D California

3.3 Most people in a section do not hold an institution, and their leaders defend it as
their way of life.

(a) State what this reveals. [1]

(b) Explain how such a defence can be sustained. [2]
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AP United States History

Exercises 3.1·3.2
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (a)
3.2 Overcultivation depleted arable land in [1]

A the Southeast
B New England
C the Northwest Territory
D California

3.3 Most people in a section do not hold an institution, and their leaders defend it as
their way of life.

(a) State what this reveals. [1]

(b) Explain how such a defence can be sustained. [2]
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (a)
3.2 Overcultivation depleted arable land in [1]

A the Southeast
B New England
C the Northwest Territory
D California

3.3 Most people in a section do not hold an institution, and their leaders defend it as
their way of life.

(a) State what this reveals. [1]

(b) Explain how such a defence can be sustained. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• the majority of Southerners owned no enslaved persons; most leaders argued that
slavery was part of the Southern way of life

2.2

• the production and export of traditional agricultural staples, contributing to a dis-
tinctive Southern regional identity

2.3

(a)

• overcultivation depleted arable land in the Southeast, so slaveholders relocated plan-
tations west of the Appalachians, where slavery continued to grow

(b)

• who spoke for the section

3.1 A

• the CED’s own statement

3.2 A

• the Southeast

3.3

(a)

• that the leadership’s position did not depend on majority ownership

(b)

• the institution can be defended as regional identity rather than as personal interest,
which enlists people who hold no enslaved persons themselves
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.2 Overcultivation depleted arable land in [1]

A the Southeast
B New England
C the Northwest Territory
D California

3.3 Most people in a section do not hold an institution, and their leaders defend it as
their way of life.

(a) State what this reveals. [1]

(b) Explain how such a defence can be sustained. [2]
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.2 Overcultivation depleted arable land in [1]

A the Southeast
B New England
C the Northwest Territory
D California

3.3 Most people in a section do not hold an institution, and their leaders defend it as
their way of life.

(a) State what this reveals. [1]

(b) Explain how such a defence can be sustained. [2]
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3.2 Overcultivation depleted arable land in [1]
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B New England
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• the majority of Southerners owned no enslaved persons; most leaders argued that
slavery was part of the Southern way of life

2.2

• the production and export of traditional agricultural staples, contributing to a dis-
tinctive Southern regional identity

2.3

(a)

• overcultivation depleted arable land in the Southeast, so slaveholders relocated plan-
tations west of the Appalachians, where slavery continued to grow

(b)

• who spoke for the section

3.1 A

• the CED’s own statement

3.2 A

• the Southeast

3.3

(a)

• that the leadership’s position did not depend on majority ownership

(b)

• the institution can be defended as regional identity rather than as personal interest,
which enlists people who hold no enslaved persons themselves
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