
Exercise walk-through

3.12
Movement in the Early Republic

AP United States History



Period 3: 1754-1800
Movement and Conflict in the Early Republic

The powers that moved, and the ones that did not, continued

The Constitutional Convention of 1787 moved exactly the four powers the
Articles had withheld: the new government could tax, could regulate commerce, and
gained an executive and a national judiciary.
What did not move is as examinable: the states kept their own governments, and the
new powers were checked rather than pooled – which is what let
Federalists call the government strong enough to govern yet safe enough to
trust.

Argue from the specific weakness a clause was written to fix. “The Articles were
too weak” earns nothing; “no power to tax, so the war debt could not be paid” is
the evidence.



The price of the new powers

Great Compromise
representation by population in one house and by state in the other –
the price of keeping the small states in the union

the slavery compromises
counting enslaved people for representation, and postponing any ban
on the slave trade – the Convention bought agreement by leaving the
question open

Federalists the new government is strong enough to govern and checked enough
to be safe

Anti-
Federalists

centralised power is the danger; individual liberties must be written
down – and that demand produced the Bill of Rights

Ratification was contested, and the Bill of Rights was its price – not an afterthought,
and not part of the document the Convention sent out.



AP United States History

Exercises 2.1·2.2

Slavery
The expansion of slavery in the deep South and adjacent western lands and
rising antislavery sentiment began to create distinctive regional attitudes
toward slavery. Both movements at once, and the CED says “began” – this is the
origin of period 5’s crisis.

2 Practice
2.1 State what American Indian groups did about alliances and why. [2]

2.2 State what growing frontier cultures fuelled. [3]

2.3 Regional attitudes to slavery began to diverge.

(a) State the two developments the CED names. [2]

(b) State the force of “began”. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 American Indian groups’ repeated evaluation of alliances shows [1]

A deliberate policy
B confusion
C passivity
D indifference
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• they repeatedly evaluated and adjusted their alliances with Europeans, other tribes
and the United States, seeking to limit white settler migration and maintain control
of tribal lands and natural resources

2.2

• social, political and ethnic tensions

2.3

(a)

• the expansion of slavery in the deep South and adjacent western lands; rising anti-
slavery sentiment

(b)

• that the divergence starts here rather than being complete

3.1 A

• deliberate policy

3.2 A

• Britain

3.3

(a)

• distinctive regional attitudes toward slavery

(b)

• each new western territory then raises the question of which attitude will govern it,
which is the mechanism of period 5’s crisis
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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• social, political and ethnic tensions

2.3

(a)

• the expansion of slavery in the deep South and adjacent western lands; rising anti-
slavery sentiment

(b)

• that the divergence starts here rather than being complete

3.1 A

• deliberate policy

3.2 A

• Britain

3.3

(a)

• distinctive regional attitudes toward slavery
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• each new western territory then raises the question of which attitude will govern it,
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (b)
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AP United States History

Exercise 2.3 (b)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• they repeatedly evaluated and adjusted their alliances with Europeans, other tribes
and the United States, seeking to limit white settler migration and maintain control
of tribal lands and natural resources

2.2

• social, political and ethnic tensions

2.3

(a)

• the expansion of slavery in the deep South and adjacent western lands; rising anti-
slavery sentiment

(b)

• that the divergence starts here rather than being complete

3.1 A

• deliberate policy

3.2 A

• Britain

3.3

(a)

• distinctive regional attitudes toward slavery

(b)

• each new western territory then raises the question of which attitude will govern it,
which is the mechanism of period 5’s crisis
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AP United States History

Exercises 3.1·3.2
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3.2 British alliances with American Indians contributed to tensions between the United
States and [1]

A Britain
B Spain
C France
D Mexico

3.3 Slavery expands westward while antislavery sentiment rises.

(a) State what the two together produce. [1]

(b) Explain why this matters for the next period. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• they repeatedly evaluated and adjusted their alliances with Europeans, other tribes
and the United States, seeking to limit white settler migration and maintain control
of tribal lands and natural resources

2.2

• social, political and ethnic tensions

2.3

(a)

• the expansion of slavery in the deep South and adjacent western lands; rising anti-
slavery sentiment

(b)

• that the divergence starts here rather than being complete

3.1 A

• deliberate policy

3.2 A

• Britain

3.3

(a)

• distinctive regional attitudes toward slavery

(b)

• each new western territory then raises the question of which attitude will govern it,
which is the mechanism of period 5’s crisis
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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(b)
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3.1 A
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3.2 A

• Britain
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(a)

• distinctive regional attitudes toward slavery

(b)

• each new western territory then raises the question of which attitude will govern it,
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AP United States History

Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.2 British alliances with American Indians contributed to tensions between the United
States and [1]

A Britain
B Spain
C France
D Mexico

3.3 Slavery expands westward while antislavery sentiment rises.

(a) State what the two together produce. [1]

(b) Explain why this matters for the next period. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• they repeatedly evaluated and adjusted their alliances with Europeans, other tribes
and the United States, seeking to limit white settler migration and maintain control
of tribal lands and natural resources

2.2

• social, political and ethnic tensions

2.3

(a)

• the expansion of slavery in the deep South and adjacent western lands; rising anti-
slavery sentiment

(b)

• that the divergence starts here rather than being complete

3.1 A

• deliberate policy

3.2 A

• Britain

3.3

(a)

• distinctive regional attitudes toward slavery

(b)

• each new western territory then raises the question of which attitude will govern it,
which is the mechanism of period 5’s crisis
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