
AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism: 2024 Set 1Name: AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism: 2024 Set 1Name: 

Begin your response to QUESTION 2 on this page. 

2. Students are asked to determine the resistance R of two identical resistors. The resistors are in parallel with each
other and are connected in series to a battery of known emf Ɛ, an inductor of known inductance L , and a switch,
as shown in Figure 1. The students have access to a voltmeter that can measure potential difference as a function
of time. The students are required to measure a quantity that decreases with time to determine R.

(a)

i. On the circuit diagram shown in Figure 1, draw the voltmeter, using the following symbol, with
connections that would allow the students to correctly measure a potential difference that decreases with
time.

ii. Describe a procedure for collecting data that would allow the students to graphically determine the
experimental value for R using the measured quantity that decreases with time. Provide enough detail so
that another student could replicate the experiment.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE. 
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Continue your response to QUESTION 2 on this page. 

(b) 

i. On the axes shown in Figure 2 , produce a graph that represents the expected trend of the data by
completing the following tasks.

• Label the quantities graphed on the vertical and horizontal axes.

• Sketch a line or curve that represents the expected trend of the collected data.

• Label any appropriate intercepts and/or asymptotes in terms of the quantities provided.

ii. Describe how the information from the graph in part (b)(i) would be used to determine the
experimental value for R.
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Continue your response to QUESTION 2 on this page. 

(c) Starting with an appropriate application of Kirchhoff’s loop rule, derive, but do NOT solve, a differential
equation that can be used to determine the current I in the inductor at time t after the switch is closed. Express
your answer in terms of R, Ɛ, L , t, and physical constants, as appropriate.

After reaching steady state, the absolute value of the potential difference across the inductor is V1Δ . The students 

replace the original inductor with a new inductor that has nonnegligible resistance. The experiment is repeated. 

After a long time, the absolute value of the potential difference across the new inductor is V2Δ . 

(d) Indicate whether V2Δ is greater than, less than, or equal to V1Δ . 

_____ V V 2 1>Δ Δ _____ V V 2 1<Δ Δ _____ V V2 1Δ Δ=

Justify your answer. 
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Begin your response to QUESTION 2 on this page. 

2. Students are asked to determine the resistance R of identical resistors RA and RB. The resistors are connected in
series with each other, a battery of known emf Ɛ, an inductor of known inductance L , and a switch, as shown in
Figure 1. The students have access to a voltmeter that can measure potential difference as a function of time. The
students are required to measure a quantity that increases with time to determine R.

(a)

i. On the circuit diagram shown in Figure 1, draw the voltmeter, using the following symbol, with
connections that would allow the students to correctly measure a potential difference that increases with
time.

ii. Describe a procedure for collecting data that would allow the students to graphically determine the
experimental value for R using a measured quantity that increases with time. Provide enough detail so
that another student could replicate the experiment.
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Continue your response to QUESTION 2 on this page. 

(b) 

i. On the axes shown in Figure 2 , produce a graph that represents the expected trend of the data by
completing the following tasks.

• Label the quantities graphed on the vertical and horizontal axes.

• Sketch a line or curve that represents the expected trend of the collected data.

• Label any appropriate intercepts and/or asymptotes in terms of the quantities provided.

ii. Describe how the information from the graph in part (b)(i) would be used to determine the
experimental value for R.
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Continue your response to QUESTION 2 on this page. 

(c) Starting with an appropriate application of Kirchhoff’s loop rule, derive, but do NOT solve, a differential
equation that can be used to determine the current I in the inductor at time t after the switch is closed. Express
your answer in terms of R, Ɛ, L , t, and physical constants, as appropriate.

After reaching steady state, the absolute value of the potential difference across RA is V1 Δ . The students replace 

the original inductor with a new inductor that has nonnegligible resistance. The experiment is repeated. After a 

long time, the absolute value of the potential difference across RA is V2 Δ . 

(d) Indicate whether V2Δ is greater than, less than, or equal to V1Δ . 

_____ V V 2 1>Δ Δ _____ V V 2 1<Δ Δ _____ V V 2 1 Δ Δ=

Justify your answer. 
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AP® Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism 2023 Free-Response Questions 

3. The circuit shown consists of an ideal battery of emf Ɛ, resistors 1 and 2 each with resistance R, capacitors 1
and 2 each with capacitance C , and a switch. The switch is initially open and both capacitors are uncharged.

At time t = 0, the switch is closed to Position A.

(a) Write, but do NOT solve, a differential equation that can be used to determine the charge Q on the positive
plate of Capacitor 1 as a function of time t after the switch is closed to Position A. Express your answer in
terms of Ɛ, R, C , Q, t, and fundamental constants, as appropriate.
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AP® Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism 2023 Free-Response Questions 

Continue your response to QUESTION 3 on this page. 

(b) On the axes shown, sketch graphs of the current IR 1 in Resistor  and the energy UC stored in Capacitor 1 as
functions of time t from time t = 0 until steady-state conditions are nearly reached.

A long time after the switch is closed to Position A, the total charge on the positive plate of Capacitor 1 is Q
0

and  
Capacitor 2 is uncharged. 

(c) At time t1, the switch is closed to Position B.

i. Immediately after t1, is the direction of the current in Resistor 1 directed up, directed down, or is there no
current? Briefly justify your answer.

ii. Determine an expression for the total charge on the positive plate of Capacitor 2 a long time after t1.
Express your answer in terms of Q 

0
and fundamental constants, as appropriate. 
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AP® Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism 2023 Free-Response Questions 

Continue your response to QUESTION 3 on this page. 

iii. Derive an expression for the total energy dissipated by Resistor 1 immediately after time t1 until new
steady-state conditions have been reached. Express your answer in terms of C , Q 

0
, and fundamental 

constants, as appropriate.

With the switch still closed to Position B, a dielectric material with dielectric constant k = 2 is inserted between 
the plates of Capacitor 2 . 

(d) Determine the charge on the positive plate of Capacitor 2 a long time after the dielectric has been inserted.

Express your answer in terms of Q 
0

and fundamental constants, as appropriate. 
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AP® Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism 2023 Free-Response Questions 

Continue your response to QUESTION 3 on this page. 

With the switch still closed to Position B, a wire of negligible resistance is connected between two corners of the 
circuit, as shown. 

(e) Express your answers to part (e)(i) and part (e)(ii) in terms of R, C , Q 
0
, and fundamental constants, as 

appropriate.

i. Derive an expression for the current in Resistor 2 immediately after the wire is connected to the circuit.

ii. Determine the current in Resistor 2 a long time after the wire is connected to the circuit.
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STOP 

END OF EXAM 
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 2. The circuit shown above is constructed with two 6.0 V batteries and three resistors with the values shown.  
The currents 1I , 2I , and 3I  in each branch of the circuit are indicated. 

(a)  

 i. Using Kirchhoff’s rules, write, but DO NOT SOLVE, equations that can be used to solve for the 
current in each resistor. 

 ii. Calculate the current in the Ω200  resistor. 

 iii. Calculate the power dissipated by the Ω200  resistor. 

 

 

  The two 6.0 V batteries are replaced with a battery with voltage ε  and a resistor of resistance Ω50 , as shown 
above. The voltmeter V shows that the voltage across the Ω200  resistor is 4.4 V. 

(b) Calculate the current through the 50 Ω  resistor. 

(c) Calculate the voltage e  of the battery. 
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(d)  

 i. The Ω200  resistor in the circuit in Figure 2 is replaced with a 
200 Fμ  capacitor, as shown on the right, and the circuit is 
allowed to reach steady state. Calculate the current through the 
50 Ω  resistor. 

 

 

 

 

 ii. The 200 W  resistor in the circuit in Figure 2 is replaced with  
an ideal 50 mH inductor, as shown on the right, and the circuit  
is allowed to reach steady state. Is the current in the 50 W  
resistor greater than, less than, or equal to the current calculated 
in part (b) ? 

  ____ Greater than        ____ Less than        ____ Equal to 

  Justify your answer. 
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PHYSICS C:  ELECTRICITY AND MAGNETISM 
SECTION II 

Time—45 minutes 
3 Questions 

Directions:  Answer all three questions. The suggested time is about 15 minutes for answering each of the questions, 
which are worth 15 points each. The parts within a question may not have equal weight. Show all your work in this 
booklet in the spaces provided after each part. 

1. The circuit represented above is composed of three resistors with the resistances shown, a battery of voltage 0V ,

a capacitor of capacitance C, and a switch S. The switch is closed, and after a long time, the circuit reaches
steady-state conditions. Answer the following questions in terms of 0V , R, C, and fundamental constants, as

appropriate.

(a) Derive an expression for the steady-state current supplied by the battery.

(b) Derive an expression for the charge on the capacitor.

(c) Derive an expression for the energy stored in the capacitor.

Now the switch is opened at time t = 0.

(d) Write, but do NOT solve, a differential equation that could be used to solve for the charge ( )q t  on the
capacitor as a function of the time t after the switch is opened.

© 2019 The College Board. 
Visit the College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.

14



AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism: 2019 Set 2Name: 2019 AP® PHYSICS C: ELECTRICITY AND MAGNETISM FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE. 
-6-

(e)  

i. Calculate the current in resistor R immediately after the switch is opened.

ii. On the axes below, sketch the current in the circuit as a function of time from time t = 0 to a long time
after the switch is opened. Explicitly label the maxima with numerical values or algebraic expressions,
as appropriate.

(f) Is the total amount of energy dissipated in the resistors after the switch is opened greater than, less than, or
equal to the amount of energy stored in the capacitor calculated in part (c) ?

____ Greater than        ____ Less than       ____ Equal to

Justify your answer.
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E&M.2.

A student performs an experiment to determine the emf e  and internal resistance r of a given battery. The 
student connects the battery in series to a variable resistance R, with a voltmeter across the variable resistor, as 
shown in the figure above, and measures the voltmeter reading V as a function of the resistance R. The data are 
shown in the table below. 

Trial # Resistance W Voltage V  1  1R W  1  1 VV

1 0.50 5.6 2.00 0.179 
2 1.0 7.4 1.00 0.135 
3 2.0 9.4 0.50 0.106 
4 3.0 10.6 0.33 0.094 
5 5.0 10.9 0.20 0.092 
6 10 11.4 0.10 0.088 

(a) 

i. Derive an expression for the measured voltage V. Express your answer in terms of R, ,  r, and e
physical constants, as appropriate. 

ii. Rewrite your expression from part (a)-i to express 1 V  as a function of 1 R . 
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(b) On the grid below, plot data points for the graph of 1 V  as a function of 1 R . Clearly scale and label all 
axes, including units as appropriate. Draw a straight line that best represents the data.  

 

 

 

(c) Use the straight line from part (b) to obtain values for the following. 

 i. e  

 ii. r 

 
(d) Using the results of the experiment, calculate the maximum current that the battery can provide. 

 
(e) A voltmeter is to be used to determine the emf of the battery after removing the battery from the circuit.  

Two voltmeters are available to take this measurement—one with low internal resistance and one with high 
internal resistance. Indicate which voltmeter will provide the most accurate measurement. 

____ The voltmeter with low resistance will provide the most accurate measurement. 

____ The voltmeter with high resistance will provide the most accurate measurement.  

____ The two voltmeters will provide equal accuracy. 

Justify your answer. 
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