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Agriculture and Rural Land-Use
Agricultural Production Regions

Production regions: interacting conditions

Condition How it can matter

Climate and soils Temperature, rainfall and soils constrain suitable crops;
irrigation can change water access.

Labour and capital Available workers, credit and machinery affect methods and
costs.

Markets and policy Transport, prices, trade rules and subsidies influence
choices.

Culture and land access Preferences, tenure and household needs also shape
production; national income alone does not decide the
system.



Agriculture and Rural Land-Use
Agricultural Production Regions

Different methods: mechanisms and limits

Method Conditions and effects

shifting
cultivation

Fields are used and then left fallow while cultivation moves.
Outcomes depend partly on fallow length and pressure on
land.

pastoral
nomadism

Herd movement follows access to pasture and water. Herd
products may be used or sold.

Mixed crop–livestock Crops and animals can provide feed, manure and diversified
output.

Monoculture Specialisation can simplify production but increase exposure
to one crop’s pests or price changes.



Agriculture and Rural Land-Use
Agricultural Production Regions

A plantation: visible pattern and missing evidence

Tea plantation

Rows show a planted crop landscape.

Ownership, labour conditions, export
destination and profit require records.
Climate helps explain suitability, while
markets, policy and transport also
influence where commercial crops are
grown.



Agriculture and Rural Land-Use
Agricultural Production Regions

One crop, different intensity: exam preparation

2023 Set 1 Q2(F) asks why the same crop may be farmed intensively in a less
developed country and extensively in a more developed country.
One mechanism is greater manual labour per hectare on a household plot compared
with mechanised grain production using fewer labour hours per hectare.
Explain the relevant inputs and circumstances. Do not turn the question’s comparison
into a rule that all farms in either country type are identical.
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Exercises 2.1·2.2

AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY • EXERCISE SHEET

5.6 Agricultural Production Regions

Name: Class: Date: Total: 10 marks

KEY WORDS pastoral nomadism游牧 • plantation种植园 • market gardening商品园艺
• shifting cultivation迁移农业 • agricultural production regions农业生产区

Objective
Build the skills to answer exam questions on agricultural production regions农业生
产区.

You must be able to:

• classify farming as subsistence or commercial and intensive or extensive
• describe shifting cultivation 迁移农业 and pastoral nomadism 游牧
• describe plantation 种植园 and market gardening 商品园艺 agriculture
• match an example to its region type

1 Key knowledge and worked examples
Study these first. Each one shows the method for a task used later.

Two axes
Farming is classified by purpose (subsistence vs commercial) and by input (in-
tensive vs extensive).

Subsistence types
Shifting cultivation clears and farms a plot, then moves on as soil tires. Pastoral
nomadism herds animals across dry lands, moving to find pasture.

Commercial types
A plantation grows one cash crop for export with much labour. Market gardening
grows fruit and vegetables intensively near cities for sale.

2 Practice
2.1 Describe pastoral nomadism. [2]

AP Human Geography • 5.6 Agricultural Production Regions 12.2 State whether a plantation is subsistence or commercial, and intensive or extensive.[2]

2.3 Farmers clear a patch of forest, grow crops for a few years, then move to a new patch.

(a) Name this farming type. [1]

(b) Explain why they must keep moving. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Growing vegetables intensively on small plots near a city to sell fresh is [1]

A pastoral nomadism
B market gardening
C shifting cultivation
D plantation farming

3.2 Herders moving animals across dry grasslands practise [1]

A plantation agriculture
B pastoral nomadism
C market gardening
D monoculture

3.3 A large estate grows only coffee for export using many workers.

(a) Name this agricultural type. [1]

(b) Classify it on both axes (subsistence/commercial, intensive/extensive). [1]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• herding livestock and moving seasonally to find pasture/water in dry lands

2.2

• commercial (grown for sale/export); intensive (much labour on the crop)

2.3

(a)

• shifting cultivation

(b)

• the soil loses fertility after a few years, so they move to fresh land

3.1 B

• intensive fruit/veg near cities for sale = market gardening

3.2 B

• moving livestock for pasture = pastoral nomadism

3.3

(a)

• plantation agriculture

(b)

• commercial and intensive
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2.2 State whether a plantation is subsistence or commercial, and intensive or extensive.[2]

2.3 Farmers clear a patch of forest, grow crops for a few years, then move to a new patch.

(a) Name this farming type. [1]

(b) Explain why they must keep moving. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Growing vegetables intensively on small plots near a city to sell fresh is [1]

A pastoral nomadism
B market gardening
C shifting cultivation
D plantation farming

3.2 Herders moving animals across dry grasslands practise [1]

A plantation agriculture
B pastoral nomadism
C market gardening
D monoculture

3.3 A large estate grows only coffee for export using many workers.

(a) Name this agricultural type. [1]

(b) Classify it on both axes (subsistence/commercial, intensive/extensive). [1]
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• herding livestock and moving seasonally to find pasture/water in dry lands

2.2

• commercial (grown for sale/export); intensive (much labour on the crop)

2.3

(a)

• shifting cultivation

(b)

• the soil loses fertility after a few years, so they move to fresh land

3.1 B

• intensive fruit/veg near cities for sale = market gardening

3.2 B

• moving livestock for pasture = pastoral nomadism

3.3

(a)

• plantation agriculture

(b)

• commercial and intensive

AP Human Geography • 5.6 Agricultural Production Regions 3



AP Human Geography

Exercise 2.3 (b)
2.2 State whether a plantation is subsistence or commercial, and intensive or extensive.[2]

2.3 Farmers clear a patch of forest, grow crops for a few years, then move to a new patch.

(a) Name this farming type. [1]

(b) Explain why they must keep moving. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Growing vegetables intensively on small plots near a city to sell fresh is [1]

A pastoral nomadism
B market gardening
C shifting cultivation
D plantation farming

3.2 Herders moving animals across dry grasslands practise [1]

A plantation agriculture
B pastoral nomadism
C market gardening
D monoculture

3.3 A large estate grows only coffee for export using many workers.

(a) Name this agricultural type. [1]

(b) Classify it on both axes (subsistence/commercial, intensive/extensive). [1]
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Exercise 2.3 (b)
2.2 State whether a plantation is subsistence or commercial, and intensive or extensive.[2]

2.3 Farmers clear a patch of forest, grow crops for a few years, then move to a new patch.

(a) Name this farming type. [1]

(b) Explain why they must keep moving. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Growing vegetables intensively on small plots near a city to sell fresh is [1]
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B market gardening
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D plantation farming

3.2 Herders moving animals across dry grasslands practise [1]

A plantation agriculture
B pastoral nomadism
C market gardening
D monoculture

3.3 A large estate grows only coffee for export using many workers.

(a) Name this agricultural type. [1]

(b) Classify it on both axes (subsistence/commercial, intensive/extensive). [1]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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2.3
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3.1 B

• intensive fruit/veg near cities for sale = market gardening

3.2 B

• moving livestock for pasture = pastoral nomadism

3.3

(a)

• plantation agriculture
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Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• herding livestock and moving seasonally to find pasture/water in dry lands

2.2

• commercial (grown for sale/export); intensive (much labour on the crop)

2.3

(a)

• shifting cultivation

(b)

• the soil loses fertility after a few years, so they move to fresh land

3.1 B

• intensive fruit/veg near cities for sale = market gardening

3.2 B

• moving livestock for pasture = pastoral nomadism

3.3

(a)

• plantation agriculture

(b)

• commercial and intensive

AP Human Geography • 5.6 Agricultural Production Regions 3

2.2 State whether a plantation is subsistence or commercial, and intensive or extensive.[2]

2.3 Farmers clear a patch of forest, grow crops for a few years, then move to a new patch.

(a) Name this farming type. [1]

(b) Explain why they must keep moving. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Growing vegetables intensively on small plots near a city to sell fresh is [1]

A pastoral nomadism
B market gardening
C shifting cultivation
D plantation farming

3.2 Herders moving animals across dry grasslands practise [1]

A plantation agriculture
B pastoral nomadism
C market gardening
D monoculture

3.3 A large estate grows only coffee for export using many workers.

(a) Name this agricultural type. [1]

(b) Classify it on both axes (subsistence/commercial, intensive/extensive). [1]

AP Human Geography • 5.6 Agricultural Production Regions 2

Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• herding livestock and moving seasonally to find pasture/water in dry lands

2.2

• commercial (grown for sale/export); intensive (much labour on the crop)

2.3

(a)

• shifting cultivation

(b)

• the soil loses fertility after a few years, so they move to fresh land

3.1 B

• intensive fruit/veg near cities for sale = market gardening

3.2 B

• moving livestock for pasture = pastoral nomadism

3.3

(a)

• plantation agriculture

(b)

• commercial and intensive

AP Human Geography • 5.6 Agricultural Production Regions 3



AP Human Geography

Exercise 3.3 (a)
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

2.2 State whether a plantation is subsistence or commercial, and intensive or extensive.[2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

2.2 State whether a plantation is subsistence or commercial, and intensive or extensive.[2]

2.3 Farmers clear a patch of forest, grow crops for a few years, then move to a new patch.

(a) Name this farming type. [1]

(b) Explain why they must keep moving. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Growing vegetables intensively on small plots near a city to sell fresh is [1]
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B market gardening
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D plantation farming

3.2 Herders moving animals across dry grasslands practise [1]

A plantation agriculture
B pastoral nomadism
C market gardening
D monoculture

3.3 A large estate grows only coffee for export using many workers.

(a) Name this agricultural type. [1]

(b) Classify it on both axes (subsistence/commercial, intensive/extensive). [1]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• herding livestock and moving seasonally to find pasture/water in dry lands

2.2

• commercial (grown for sale/export); intensive (much labour on the crop)

2.3

(a)

• shifting cultivation

(b)

• the soil loses fertility after a few years, so they move to fresh land
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3.2 B

• moving livestock for pasture = pastoral nomadism

3.3

(a)
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(b)
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