Exercise walk-through

Political Power and Territoriality

AP Human Geography
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L Political Power and Territoriality

Territoriality and self-determination

Territoriality concerns connections between people, culture, economic activity
and land, and attempts to influence or control an area. Control can affect movement,
access to resources and livelihoods.

Self-determination concerns a people’s political status. It does not automatically
turn every national community into an independent state.

Ask who exercises authority, over which territory, by what institutions and with what
limits.
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Colonial power and political change

Process Political geography

Colonialism External control of territory and people, sometimes with
settlement.

Imperialism Wider extension of power over other societies.

Independence movements Can change governments and international boundaries
through different political processes.

Economic influence Continuing unequal influence after formal independence.
Trade alone does not establish external control.

This continuing unequal influence is termed neocolonialism
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Economic influence: attempt

Original scenario: Country B depends on one overseas buyer for most export revenue.
The buyer threatens to stop purchases unless B changes a domestic policy.

Explain how policy choices could be constrained without direct foreign government.
What evidence distinguishes unequal control from ordinary trade?
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Economic influence: worked reasoning

Loss of export income could threaten jobs and tax revenue, putting pressure on Country
B to change policy. That is a mechanism of influence without formal annexation.

Investigate the dependence, alternatives, bargaining power and actual policy response
before concluding that the relationship is neocolonial.

A foreign buyer's existence alone establishes trade; it does not prove control over the
state.
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Choke points and shatterbelts

Concept Mechanism and limit

Choke points Narrow strategic routes, such as Suez or Malacca.
Disruption can increase shipping time and costs; legal
navigation rights still matter.

shatterbelts Internal divisions interact with competition between
external powers. Explain the actors and support networks
rather than predicting conflict from diversity alone.




AP Human Geography

Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 Define territoriality:.

2.2 Explain why a choke point gives a state strategic power.



AP Human Geography

Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 Define territoriality. 2]

2.1

o the effort to control an area/space to influence people and activities within it

2.2 Explain why a choke point gives a state strategic power. 2]

2.2

o it is a narrow passage that controls the flow of trade/ships; whoever holds it can
restrict or tax movement



AP Human Geography

Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 A coastal state claims the waters up to 200 nautical miles from its shore.

(a) Name this maritime zone.



AP Human Geography

Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 A coastal state claims the waters up to 200 nautical miles from its shore.

(a) Name this maritime zone.

(a)

o exclusive economic zone (EEZ)
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2.3 A coastal state claims the waters up to 200 nautical miles from its shore.

(b) State one resource right it gives the state.
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2.3 A coastal state claims the waters up to 200 nautical miles from its shore.

(b) State one resource right it gives the state.

(b)

e rights to fishing, oil, gas, or minerals in those waters
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Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 A narrow sea passage that controls a vital shipping route is a 1]

D A choke point

B relict boundary
C shatterbelt
D enclave

3.2 A country’s rights to fish and drill within 200 nautical miles of its coast come from
its 1]

D A territorial sea only
B exclusive economic zone
C relict boundary
D federal structure
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Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 A narrow sea passage that controls a vital shipping route is a 1]

D A choke point

B relict boundary
C shatterbelt
D enclave

3.1A

e a narrow strategic passage is a choke point

3.2 A country’s rights to fish and drill within 200 nautical miles of its coast come from
its 1]

D A territorial sea only
B exclusive economic zone

C relict boundary
D federal structure

3.2B

e resource rights to 200 nm = exclusive economic zone



AP Human Geography

Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A single strait carries much of the world’s oil shipments.

(a) Explain why nearby states value controlling it.
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A single strait carries much of the world’s oil shipments.

(a) Explain why nearby states value controlling it.

(a)

« controlling it means power over vital trade and potential revenue
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A single strait carries much of the world’s oil shipments.

(b) State how this illustrates territoriality.
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A single strait carries much of the world’s oil shipments.

(b) State how this illustrates territoriality.

(b)

o it shows states trying to control space to influence activity



