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Cultural Patterns and Processes
Diffusion

Types of diffusion

Relocation diffusion : spreads
as people move.
Expansion diffusion : spreads
outward, stays at source.
Expansion = contagious, hierarchical, or
stimulus.



Cultural Patterns and Processes
Diffusion

Expansion diffusion comes in three forms

contagious spreads outward from person to nearby person – a viral video,
an accent, a disease

hierarchical
jumps from big, important places to other big places first – a
fashion moving city to city, skipping the countryside between

stimulus the underlying idea spreads even though the trait itself changes
– a global fast-food brand rewriting its menu for a local market

and reloca-
tion

the separate case: the trait moves with the people, leaving the
hearth behind

Expansion keeps the trait at the hearth and adds new places; relocation carries it away. That
is the first split to make in any diffusion question.



Cultural Patterns and Processes
Diffusion

Relocation diffusion moves with migrants; expansion

hearth
(fades)

migrants

Relocation diffusion

spreads to all nearby

Contagious (expansion)

big places first
Hierarchical (expansion)

the idea spreads,
the form adapts

Stimulus (expansion)

A A

relocation: trait moves with people  ·  expansion:
hearth remains and spreads outward

Relocation diffusion moves with migrants; expansion diffusion spreads outward
while staying at the source



Cultural Patterns and Processes
Diffusion

Causes of diffusion

Historical:
colonialism , trade
routes, migration.
Contemporary:
globalization and
communication technology.
Time-space
convergence makes
places feel closer.

Trade and media shrink cultural distance



Cultural Patterns and Processes
Diffusion

What made diffusion fast

historic
trade routes, migration, colonialism and imperial-
ism carried language, religion and crops across conti-
nents

contemporary globalisation , the internet and cheap transport – time–
space compression means a trend can now cross the world in days

the tension the same forces that spread culture also threaten local traditions

the debate a global culture against local identity – and whether the two must
be exclusive

Every diffusion answer should end here: what spread, how fast, and what it displaced on ar-
rival.
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AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY • EXERCISE SHEET

3.8 Effects of Diffusion

Name: Class: Date: Total: 10 marks

KEY WORDS assimilation同化 • acculturation涵化 • cultural convergence文化趋同
• syncretism文化融合 • multiculturalism多元文化

Objective
Build the skills to answer exam questions on the effects of diffusion 传播的影响.

You must be able to:

• distinguish cultural convergence 文化趋同 from cultural divergence 文化趋异
• distinguish acculturation 涵化 from assimilation 同化
• define syncretism 文化融合
• explain multiculturalism 多元文化

1 Key knowledge and worked examples
Study these first. Each one shows the method for a task used later.

Convergence vs divergence
Cultural convergence: cultures grow more alike as they share traits. Cultural
divergence: a culture resists or separates to protect its identity.

Acculturation vs assimilation
Acculturation: a group adopts some traits of another while keeping its own. As-
similation: a group fully blends in and loses its original distinct culture.

Syncretism and multiculturalism
Syncretism blends two cultures into something new (a fusion cuisine or music).
Multiculturalism is many cultures coexisting within one society.

2 Practice
2.1 State the difference between acculturation and assimilation. [2]

AP Human Geography • 3.8 Effects of Diffusion 12.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]

A cultural divergence
B cultural convergence
C relict boundaries
D distance decay

3.2 An immigrant group that fully adopts the host culture and loses its own has under-
gone [1]

A acculturation
B assimilation
C syncretism
D divergence

3.3 A city’s neighbourhoods each keep distinct languages, foods, and festivals side by
side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]

AP Human Geography • 3.8 Effects of Diffusion 2
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Name: Class: Date: Total: 10 marks

KEY WORDS assimilation同化 • acculturation涵化 • cultural convergence文化趋同
• syncretism文化融合 • multiculturalism多元文化

Objective
Build the skills to answer exam questions on the effects of diffusion 传播的影响.

You must be able to:

• distinguish cultural convergence 文化趋同 from cultural divergence 文化趋异
• distinguish acculturation 涵化 from assimilation 同化
• define syncretism 文化融合
• explain multiculturalism 多元文化

1 Key knowledge and worked examples
Study these first. Each one shows the method for a task used later.

Convergence vs divergence
Cultural convergence: cultures grow more alike as they share traits. Cultural
divergence: a culture resists or separates to protect its identity.

Acculturation vs assimilation
Acculturation: a group adopts some traits of another while keeping its own. As-
similation: a group fully blends in and loses its original distinct culture.

Syncretism and multiculturalism
Syncretism blends two cultures into something new (a fusion cuisine or music).
Multiculturalism is many cultures coexisting within one society.

2 Practice
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• acculturation = adopting some new traits while keeping one’s own culture; assimilation
= fully blending in and losing the original culture

2.2

• the blending of two cultures into a new form; e.g. a fusion music genre or religion
combining traditions

2.3

(a)

• cultural convergence

(b)

• to protect a unique identity, language, or tradition

3.1 B

• growing similarity = cultural convergence

3.2 B

• fully blending in and losing the original culture = assimilation

3.3

(a)

• multiculturalism

(b)

• groups keep their distinct cultures rather than blending into one
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2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]

A cultural divergence
B cultural convergence
C relict boundaries
D distance decay

3.2 An immigrant group that fully adopts the host culture and loses its own has under-
gone [1]

A acculturation
B assimilation
C syncretism
D divergence

3.3 A city’s neighbourhoods each keep distinct languages, foods, and festivals side by
side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]
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Exercise 2.3 (a)2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]

A cultural divergence
B cultural convergence
C relict boundaries
D distance decay

3.2 An immigrant group that fully adopts the host culture and loses its own has under-
gone [1]

A acculturation
B assimilation
C syncretism
D divergence

3.3 A city’s neighbourhoods each keep distinct languages, foods, and festivals side by
side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]
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Exercise 2.3 (a)2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• acculturation = adopting some new traits while keeping one’s own culture; assimilation
= fully blending in and losing the original culture

2.2

• the blending of two cultures into a new form; e.g. a fusion music genre or religion
combining traditions

2.3

(a)

• cultural convergence

(b)

• to protect a unique identity, language, or tradition

3.1 B

• growing similarity = cultural convergence

3.2 B

• fully blending in and losing the original culture = assimilation

3.3

(a)

• multiculturalism

(b)

• groups keep their distinct cultures rather than blending into one
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Exercise 2.3 (b)2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]

A cultural divergence
B cultural convergence
C relict boundaries
D distance decay

3.2 An immigrant group that fully adopts the host culture and loses its own has under-
gone [1]

A acculturation
B assimilation
C syncretism
D divergence

3.3 A city’s neighbourhoods each keep distinct languages, foods, and festivals side by
side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]

AP Human Geography • 3.8 Effects of Diffusion 2

2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]

A cultural divergence
B cultural convergence
C relict boundaries
D distance decay

3.2 An immigrant group that fully adopts the host culture and loses its own has under-
gone [1]

A acculturation
B assimilation
C syncretism
D divergence

3.3 A city’s neighbourhoods each keep distinct languages, foods, and festivals side by
side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]

AP Human Geography • 3.8 Effects of Diffusion 2



AP Human Geography

Exercise 2.3 (b)2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]

A cultural divergence
B cultural convergence
C relict boundaries
D distance decay

3.2 An immigrant group that fully adopts the host culture and loses its own has under-
gone [1]

A acculturation
B assimilation
C syncretism
D divergence

3.3 A city’s neighbourhoods each keep distinct languages, foods, and festivals side by
side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• acculturation = adopting some new traits while keeping one’s own culture; assimilation
= fully blending in and losing the original culture

2.2

• the blending of two cultures into a new form; e.g. a fusion music genre or religion
combining traditions

2.3

(a)

• cultural convergence

(b)

• to protect a unique identity, language, or tradition

3.1 B

• growing similarity = cultural convergence

3.2 B

• fully blending in and losing the original culture = assimilation

3.3

(a)

• multiculturalism

(b)

• groups keep their distinct cultures rather than blending into one

AP Human Geography • 3.8 Effects of Diffusion 3
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Exercise 3.1

2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]
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shows [1]
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side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]
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Exercise 3.1

2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]
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(a) Name this social pattern. [1]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• acculturation = adopting some new traits while keeping one’s own culture; assimilation
= fully blending in and losing the original culture

2.2

• the blending of two cultures into a new form; e.g. a fusion music genre or religion
combining traditions

2.3

(a)

• cultural convergence

(b)

• to protect a unique identity, language, or tradition

3.1 B

• growing similarity = cultural convergence

3.2 B

• fully blending in and losing the original culture = assimilation

3.3

(a)

• multiculturalism

(b)

• groups keep their distinct cultures rather than blending into one
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Exercise 3.2

2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]

A cultural divergence
B cultural convergence
C relict boundaries
D distance decay

3.2 An immigrant group that fully adopts the host culture and loses its own has under-
gone [1]

A acculturation
B assimilation
C syncretism
D divergence

3.3 A city’s neighbourhoods each keep distinct languages, foods, and festivals side by
side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]
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Exercise 3.2

2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]

A cultural divergence
B cultural convergence
C relict boundaries
D distance decay

3.2 An immigrant group that fully adopts the host culture and loses its own has under-
gone [1]

A acculturation
B assimilation
C syncretism
D divergence

3.3 A city’s neighbourhoods each keep distinct languages, foods, and festivals side by
side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• acculturation = adopting some new traits while keeping one’s own culture; assimilation
= fully blending in and losing the original culture

2.2

• the blending of two cultures into a new form; e.g. a fusion music genre or religion
combining traditions

2.3

(a)

• cultural convergence

(b)

• to protect a unique identity, language, or tradition

3.1 B

• growing similarity = cultural convergence

3.2 B

• fully blending in and losing the original culture = assimilation

3.3

(a)

• multiculturalism

(b)

• groups keep their distinct cultures rather than blending into one
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]

A cultural divergence
B cultural convergence
C relict boundaries
D distance decay

3.2 An immigrant group that fully adopts the host culture and loses its own has under-
gone [1]

A acculturation
B assimilation
C syncretism
D divergence

3.3 A city’s neighbourhoods each keep distinct languages, foods, and festivals side by
side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]

A cultural divergence
B cultural convergence
C relict boundaries
D distance decay

3.2 An immigrant group that fully adopts the host culture and loses its own has under-
gone [1]

A acculturation
B assimilation
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D divergence

3.3 A city’s neighbourhoods each keep distinct languages, foods, and festivals side by
side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]
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2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• acculturation = adopting some new traits while keeping one’s own culture; assimilation
= fully blending in and losing the original culture

2.2

• the blending of two cultures into a new form; e.g. a fusion music genre or religion
combining traditions

2.3

(a)

• cultural convergence

(b)

• to protect a unique identity, language, or tradition

3.1 B

• growing similarity = cultural convergence

3.2 B

• fully blending in and losing the original culture = assimilation

3.3

(a)

• multiculturalism

(b)

• groups keep their distinct cultures rather than blending into one
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]

A cultural divergence
B cultural convergence
C relict boundaries
D distance decay

3.2 An immigrant group that fully adopts the host culture and loses its own has under-
gone [1]

A acculturation
B assimilation
C syncretism
D divergence

3.3 A city’s neighbourhoods each keep distinct languages, foods, and festivals side by
side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

2.2 Define syncretism and give one example. [2]

2.3 Two societies increasingly wear the same clothes, eat the same foods, and use the
same apps.

(a) Name this effect of diffusion. [1]

(b) State one reason a group might instead resist and diverge. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Two distant cultures becoming more similar through shared media and products
shows [1]

A cultural divergence
B cultural convergence
C relict boundaries
D distance decay

3.2 An immigrant group that fully adopts the host culture and loses its own has under-
gone [1]

A acculturation
B assimilation
C syncretism
D divergence

3.3 A city’s neighbourhoods each keep distinct languages, foods, and festivals side by
side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]
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side.

(a) Name this social pattern. [1]

(b) Explain how it differs from assimilation. [1]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• acculturation = adopting some new traits while keeping one’s own culture; assimilation
= fully blending in and losing the original culture

2.2

• the blending of two cultures into a new form; e.g. a fusion music genre or religion
combining traditions

2.3

(a)

• cultural convergence

(b)

• to protect a unique identity, language, or tradition

3.1 B

• growing similarity = cultural convergence

3.2 B

• fully blending in and losing the original culture = assimilation

3.3

(a)

• multiculturalism

(b)

• groups keep their distinct cultures rather than blending into one
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