Exercise walk-through

Historical Causes of Diffusion

AP Human Geography



Cultural Patterns and Processes

I~ Diffusion

Types of diffusion

= Relocation diffusion . spreads
as people move.

= Expansion diffusion . spreads
outward, stays at source.

m Expansion = contagious, hierarchical, or
stimulus.
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Expansion diffusion comes in three forms

contagious

spreads outward from person to nearby person — a viral video,
an accent, a disease

hierarchical

stimulus

jumps from big, important places to other big places first — a
fashion moving city to city, skipping the countryside between

the underlying idea spreads even though the trait itself changes
— a global fast-food brand rewriting its menu for a local market

and reloca-
tion

the separate case: the trait moves with the people, leaving the
hearth behind

Expansion keeps the trait at the hearth and adds new places; relocation carries it away. That
is the first split to make in any diffusion question.
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Relocation diffusion moves with migrants; expansion

Relocation diffusion  Contagious (expansion)
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the idea spreads,
the form adapts

° [
relocation: trait moves with people - expansion:
hearth remains and spreads outward

Relocation diffusion moves with migrants; expansion diffusion spreads outward
while staying at the source
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Causes of diffusion

m Historical:
colonialism trade
routes, migration.

m Contemporary:
globalization and
communication technology.

m Time-space
convergence makes
places feel closer.

Trade and media shrink cultural distance
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What made diffusion fast

( . . - . . )
trade routes, migration, colonialism and imperial-
historic ism carried language, religion and crops across conti-
k nents J
( )
contemporary globalisation . , the internet and cheap transport — tume—
space compression means a trend can now cross the world in days
\_ J
the tension the same forces that spread culture also threaten local traditions

a global culture against local identity — and whether the two must

the debate i
be exclusive

Every diffusion answer should end here: what spread, how fast, and what it displaced on ar-
rival.



AP Human Geography

Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 Explain how colonialism spread language across the world.

2.2 State one way trade routes historically caused diffusion.



AP Human Geography

Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 Explain how colonialism spread language across the world. 2]

2.1

o colonial powers imposed their language on administration/education; it remained
widely spoken after independence

2.2 State one way trade routes historically caused diffusion. 2]

2.2

« merchants carried goods and ideas along routes; religions/technologies /languages spreac
between regions
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Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 A country far from Europe has a European language as an official language.

(a) State the most likely historical cause.
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Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 A country far from Europe has a European language as an official language.

(a) State the most likely historical cause.

(a)

e colonialism/imperialism
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2.3 A country far from Europe has a European language as an official language.

(b) Name the diffusion type involved when settlers brought the language.



AP Human Geography

Exercise 2.3 (b)

2.3 A country far from Europe has a European language as an official language.

(b) Name the diffusion type involved when settlers brought the language.

(b)

e relocation diffusion



AP Human Geography

Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 The spread of a major world religion along ancient trade routes is an example of [1]

D A historical diffusion
B time-space compression
C carrying capacity
D a relict boundary

3.2 Colonial languages remaining official long after independence shows that diffusion
can have 1]

D A no lasting effects
B long-lasting cultural effects

C only economic effects
D reversed itself
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Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 The spread of a major world religion along ancient trade routes is an example of [1]

D A historical diffusion

B time-space compression
C carrying capacity
D a relict boundary

3.1A

« spread along historic trade routes is historical diffusion

3.2 Colonial languages remaining official long after independence shows that diffusion
can have 1]

D A no lasting effects
B long-lasting cultural effects
C only economic effects
D reversed itself

3.2B

e colonial-era language persistence shows lasting cultural effects
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 Two distant continents share a common religion introduced centuries ago.

(a) Give one historical process that could explain this.
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 Two distant continents share a common religion introduced centuries ago.

(a) Give one historical process that could explain this.

(a)

e colonialism, missionary activity, or trade
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 Two distant continents share a common religion introduced centuries ago.

(b) Explain why the effect still shows today.
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 Two distant continents share a common religion introduced centuries ago.

(b) Explain why the effect still shows today.

(b)

o religion, once adopted, is passed down and embedded in culture



