
Exercise walk-through

3.1
Introduction to Culture

AP Human Geography



Cultural Patterns and Processes
Culture

Culture and cultural landscape

Material culture =
objects; nonmaterial
culture = ideas,
beliefs.
The cultural
landscape is the visible
human imprint on the land.
Sequent occupance :
successive cultures layered on one
place.

The visible human imprint on land



Cultural Patterns and Processes
Culture

The units culture is analysed in
cultural
trait a single element – using chopsticks, a greeting, a hairstyle

cultural com-
plex a group of linked traits that go together

hearth the place a trait or religion began, from which it diffused

cultural rela-
tivism

judging a culture by its own standards rather than yours – the
opposite of ethnocentrism

Trait, complex, hearth: name which one you are talking about and the answer stops being a
list of examples and becomes analysis.



Cultural Patterns and Processes
Culture

Cultural patterns

Universalizing
religions seek
converts; ethnic
religions tie to one
people.
Centripetal forces
unify; centrifugal forces
divide.
Shared language, religion,
ethnicity form cultural
regions. Ethnic enclaves mark cultural regions



Cultural Patterns and Processes
Culture

Acculturation keeps your own culture

Acculturation

adopt some traits
of another culture,

keep your own

Assimilation

fully blend into
the other culture,

lose your own

Syncretism

two cultures fuse
into something

new

AP HuG · U3 · Three outcomes when two cultures meet

Acculturation keeps your own culture, assimilation replaces it, and syncretism
blends both into something new
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3.1 Introduction to Culture

Name: Class: Date: Total: 10 marks

KEY WORDS culture文化 • material culture物质文化 • cultural trait文化特征
• nonmaterial culture非物质文化 • cultural complex文化综合体

Objective
Build the skills to answer exam questions on culture 文化 and cultural traits.

You must be able to:

• define culture 文化 and a cultural trait 文化特征
• distinguish material culture 物质文化 from nonmaterial culture 非物质文化
• give an example of each
• explain how cultural traits combine into a cultural complex 文化综合体

1 Key knowledge and worked examples
Study these first. Each one shows the method for a task used later.

Culture and traits
Culture is the shared beliefs, practices, and objects of a group. A cultural trait is
a single element of it – a food, a gesture, a belief.

Material vs nonmaterial
Material culture = physical objects (clothes, tools, buildings). Nonmaterial cul-
ture = ideas without physical form (language, religion, values).

Complexes
Related traits form a cultural complex – e.g. tea includes the leaf (material) plus
customs of when and how to drink it (nonmaterial).

2 Practice
2.1 Define a cultural trait and give one example. [2]
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2.2 State the difference between material and nonmaterial culture. [2]

2.3 Classify each as material or nonmaterial culture.

(a) A traditional festival’s beliefs. [1]

(b) The costumes worn at the festival. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A religion’s beliefs and moral values are an example of [1]

A material culture
B nonmaterial culture
C a cultural landscape
D relocation diffusion

3.2 Which is the best example of a cultural trait? [1]

A an entire continent
B a specific style of greeting
C the global economy
D a map projection

3.3 A group’s cuisine involves special foods and rules about eating together.

(a) Name the material part. [1]

(b) Name the nonmaterial part. [1]

AP Human Geography • 3.1 Introduction to Culture 2
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• a single element of a culture; e.g. a food, language, belief, or gesture

2.2

• material = physical objects; nonmaterial = ideas/beliefs/values with no physical form

2.3

(a)

• nonmaterial

(b)

• material

3.1 B

• beliefs without physical form are nonmaterial culture

3.2 B

• a single custom (greeting) is a cultural trait

3.3

(a)

• the foods/utensils themselves

(b)

• the customs/rules about eating
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2.2 State the difference between material and nonmaterial culture. [2]

2.3 Classify each as material or nonmaterial culture.

(a) A traditional festival’s beliefs. [1]

(b) The costumes worn at the festival. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A religion’s beliefs and moral values are an example of [1]

A material culture
B nonmaterial culture
C a cultural landscape
D relocation diffusion

3.2 Which is the best example of a cultural trait? [1]

A an entire continent
B a specific style of greeting
C the global economy
D a map projection

3.3 A group’s cuisine involves special foods and rules about eating together.

(a) Name the material part. [1]

(b) Name the nonmaterial part. [1]
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
2.2 State the difference between material and nonmaterial culture. [2]

2.3 Classify each as material or nonmaterial culture.

(a) A traditional festival’s beliefs. [1]

(b) The costumes worn at the festival. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A religion’s beliefs and moral values are an example of [1]

A material culture
B nonmaterial culture
C a cultural landscape
D relocation diffusion

3.2 Which is the best example of a cultural trait? [1]

A an entire continent
B a specific style of greeting
C the global economy
D a map projection

3.3 A group’s cuisine involves special foods and rules about eating together.

(a) Name the material part. [1]

(b) Name the nonmaterial part. [1]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• a single element of a culture; e.g. a food, language, belief, or gesture

2.2

• material = physical objects; nonmaterial = ideas/beliefs/values with no physical form

2.3

(a)

• nonmaterial

(b)

• material

3.1 B

• beliefs without physical form are nonmaterial culture

3.2 B

• a single custom (greeting) is a cultural trait

3.3

(a)

• the foods/utensils themselves

(b)

• the customs/rules about eating
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Exercise 2.3 (b)
2.2 State the difference between material and nonmaterial culture. [2]

2.3 Classify each as material or nonmaterial culture.

(a) A traditional festival’s beliefs. [1]

(b) The costumes worn at the festival. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A religion’s beliefs and moral values are an example of [1]

A material culture
B nonmaterial culture
C a cultural landscape
D relocation diffusion

3.2 Which is the best example of a cultural trait? [1]

A an entire continent
B a specific style of greeting
C the global economy
D a map projection

3.3 A group’s cuisine involves special foods and rules about eating together.

(a) Name the material part. [1]

(b) Name the nonmaterial part. [1]
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Exercise 2.3 (b)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• a single element of a culture; e.g. a food, language, belief, or gesture

2.2

• material = physical objects; nonmaterial = ideas/beliefs/values with no physical form

2.3

(a)

• nonmaterial

(b)

• material

3.1 B

• beliefs without physical form are nonmaterial culture

3.2 B

• a single custom (greeting) is a cultural trait

3.3

(a)

• the foods/utensils themselves

(b)

• the customs/rules about eating

AP Human Geography • 3.1 Introduction to Culture 3



AP Human Geography

Exercises 3.1·3.2
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Exercises 3.1·3.2
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

2.2 State the difference between material and nonmaterial culture. [2]

2.3 Classify each as material or nonmaterial culture.

(a) A traditional festival’s beliefs. [1]

(b) The costumes worn at the festival. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A religion’s beliefs and moral values are an example of [1]
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B nonmaterial culture
C a cultural landscape
D relocation diffusion

3.2 Which is the best example of a cultural trait? [1]

A an entire continent
B a specific style of greeting
C the global economy
D a map projection

3.3 A group’s cuisine involves special foods and rules about eating together.

(a) Name the material part. [1]

(b) Name the nonmaterial part. [1]
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Exercise 3.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• a single element of a culture; e.g. a food, language, belief, or gesture

2.2

• material = physical objects; nonmaterial = ideas/beliefs/values with no physical form

2.3

(a)

• nonmaterial

(b)

• material

3.1 B

• beliefs without physical form are nonmaterial culture

3.2 B

• a single custom (greeting) is a cultural trait

3.3

(a)

• the foods/utensils themselves

(b)

• the customs/rules about eating
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

2.2 State the difference between material and nonmaterial culture. [2]

2.3 Classify each as material or nonmaterial culture.

(a) A traditional festival’s beliefs. [1]

(b) The costumes worn at the festival. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A religion’s beliefs and moral values are an example of [1]

A material culture
B nonmaterial culture
C a cultural landscape
D relocation diffusion

3.2 Which is the best example of a cultural trait? [1]

A an entire continent
B a specific style of greeting
C the global economy
D a map projection

3.3 A group’s cuisine involves special foods and rules about eating together.

(a) Name the material part. [1]

(b) Name the nonmaterial part. [1]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

2.2 State the difference between material and nonmaterial culture. [2]

2.3 Classify each as material or nonmaterial culture.

(a) A traditional festival’s beliefs. [1]

(b) The costumes worn at the festival. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A religion’s beliefs and moral values are an example of [1]

A material culture
B nonmaterial culture
C a cultural landscape
D relocation diffusion

3.2 Which is the best example of a cultural trait? [1]

A an entire continent
B a specific style of greeting
C the global economy
D a map projection

3.3 A group’s cuisine involves special foods and rules about eating together.

(a) Name the material part. [1]

(b) Name the nonmaterial part. [1]

AP Human Geography • 3.1 Introduction to Culture 2

2.2 State the difference between material and nonmaterial culture. [2]

2.3 Classify each as material or nonmaterial culture.

(a) A traditional festival’s beliefs. [1]

(b) The costumes worn at the festival. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A religion’s beliefs and moral values are an example of [1]

A material culture
B nonmaterial culture
C a cultural landscape
D relocation diffusion

3.2 Which is the best example of a cultural trait? [1]

A an entire continent
B a specific style of greeting
C the global economy
D a map projection

3.3 A group’s cuisine involves special foods and rules about eating together.

(a) Name the material part. [1]

(b) Name the nonmaterial part. [1]

AP Human Geography • 3.1 Introduction to Culture 2

Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• a single element of a culture; e.g. a food, language, belief, or gesture

2.2

• material = physical objects; nonmaterial = ideas/beliefs/values with no physical form

2.3

(a)

• nonmaterial

(b)

• material

3.1 B

• beliefs without physical form are nonmaterial culture

3.2 B

• a single custom (greeting) is a cultural trait

3.3

(a)

• the foods/utensils themselves

(b)

• the customs/rules about eating
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