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AP European History



Cold War and Contemporary Europe
The European Union

The European Union

European states began to set aside
nationalist rivalries in favour of economic
and political integration ,
forming a series of institutions that became
the European Union .

That balance is the examinable
issue, not the institutional his-
tory.



Cold War and Contemporary Europe
The European Union

An unresolved balance

states set aside NATIONALIST RIVALRIES in
favour of economic and political INTEGRATION

THE RESPONSIBILITIES
OF MEMBERSHIP NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY

common rules, and a common market
decisions taken jointly, and binding

the right to decide differently
a government answerable

to its own electorate

The CED says members continue to balance these. It is an unresolved tension,
and an answer that resolves it has answered a different question



AP European History

Exercises 2.1·2.2

2 Practice
2.1 State what was set aside and in favour of what. [2]

2.2 Explain the force of “continue to balance”. [2]

2.3 Vienna and the EU address the same danger.

(a) State the danger. [1]

(b) State each one’s method. [2]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 “Set aside” indicates that the rivalries [1]

A disappeared
B remain, but states choose not to act on them
C were outlawed
D were exported

3.2 The CED’s tense about sovereignty and membership indicates the question is [1]

A settled
B ongoing
C abolished
D foreign
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• nationalist rivalries; economic and political integration

2.2

• the present tense declines to say the question is settled, so the union is a standing
negotiation rather than a finished arrangement

2.3

(a)

• revolutionary or nationalistic upheaval

(b)

• Vienna: containment by agreement between powers; the EU: making rivalry costly to
act on

3.1 B

• a choice, not a disappearance

3.2 B

• it continues

3.3

(a)

• war would first require dismantling something both need

(b)

• Vienna policed the danger from outside, while integration removes the incentive from
inside
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AP European History

Exercise 2.3 (a)

2 Practice
2.1 State what was set aside and in favour of what. [2]
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AP European History

Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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• war would first require dismantling something both need
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AP European History

Exercise 2.3 (b)

2 Practice
2.1 State what was set aside and in favour of what. [2]

2.2 Explain the force of “continue to balance”. [2]

2.3 Vienna and the EU address the same danger.

(a) State the danger. [1]

(b) State each one’s method. [2]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 “Set aside” indicates that the rivalries [1]
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B remain, but states choose not to act on them
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AP European History

Exercise 2.3 (b)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• nationalist rivalries; economic and political integration

2.2

• the present tense declines to say the question is settled, so the union is a standing
negotiation rather than a finished arrangement

2.3

(a)

• revolutionary or nationalistic upheaval

(b)

• Vienna: containment by agreement between powers; the EU: making rivalry costly to
act on

3.1 B

• a choice, not a disappearance

3.2 B

• it continues

3.3

(a)

• war would first require dismantling something both need

(b)

• Vienna policed the danger from outside, while integration removes the incentive from
inside
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AP European History
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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AP European History

Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 Two states bind their coal and steel production together.

(a) State the effect on the possibility of war between them. [1]

(b) Explain why this differs from Vienna’s method. [2]
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AP European History

Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 Two states bind their coal and steel production together.

(a) State the effect on the possibility of war between them. [1]

(b) Explain why this differs from Vienna’s method. [2]
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