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Fascism and Totalitarianism

The ideology of fascism , with
roots in the pre-war era, gained popularity in
an environment of postwar bitterness, the rise
of communism, uncertain transitions to
democracy, and economic instability. That
four-part environment is the CED’s own
answer to "why then”, and it is better than
any single cause.

The CED states the cost ex-
plicitly: modernisation came
at a high price, including

the liquidation of the ku-
laks and a catastrophic
famine
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The conditions fascism found

postwar uncertain transitions
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FASCISM gains a hearing — and the Depression undermines Western
European democracies, which is what turns a hearing into power

Conditions are not a cause on their own. The claim is that the existing order had
already failed twice — in the war, and then in the economy
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AP European History

Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 State the difference between fascism’s roots and the conditions of its popularity. [2]

2.1

o the roots explain where the ideology came from; the conditions explain why it became
popular when it did

2.2 Name the four conditions. 2]

2.2

o postwar bitterness; the rise of communism; uncertain transitions to democracy; eco-
nomic instability
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Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 The CED itemises the price of Stalin’s modernisation.

(a) Name three elements. 3]

(a)

o any three of: liquidation of the kulaks and other perceived enemies; devastating famine
in the Ukraine; purges of political rivals
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2.3 The CED itemises the price of Stalin’s modernisation.
(b) State the result the CED names.
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2.3 The CED itemises the price of Stalin’s modernisation.
(b) State the result the CED names.

(b)

e an oppressive political system



AP European History

Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 Fascism’s roots are dated by the CED to
D A the 1930s

B the pre-World War I era

C 1848

D 1945

3.2 Stalin’s programme is described as

D A decentralised and gradual
B centralised and rapid
C voluntary
D foreign-directed
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Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 Fascism’s roots are dated by the CED to
D A the 1930s

B the pre-World War I era

C 1848

D 1945

3.1B
o the CED dates the roots before 1914

3.2 Stalin’s programme is described as

D A decentralised and gradual
B centralised and rapid
C voluntary
D foreign-directed

3.2 B

« centralised and rapid are the CED’s words
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3.3 Each of fascism’s four conditions can be traced to an earlier subtopic.

(a) Match two conditions to their sources.



AP European History

Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 Each of fascism’s four conditions can be traced to an earlier subtopic.

(a) Match two conditions to their sources.

(a)

o postwar bitterness to 8.4; the rise of communism to 8.3; economic instability to 8.5
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 Each of fascism’s four conditions can be traced to an earlier subtopic.

(b) Explain why tracing them strengthens an answer.
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 Each of fascism’s four conditions can be traced to an earlier subtopic.

(b) Explain why tracing them strengthens an answer.

(b)

e it shows the conditions were produced by the period rather than assumed



