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20th-Century Global Conflicts
World War II

World War II

Germany’s Blitzkrieg warfare in Europe, combined with Japan’s attacks in
Asia and the Pacific, brought the Axis powers early victories.
American and British industrial, scientific, and technological power, cooperative
military efforts under strong leadership, and the Soviet Union’s vast manpower
and resources eventually defeated the Axis.
Military technologies made possible industrialised warfare, genocide,
nuclear proliferation , and the risk of global nuclear war.



AP European History

Exercises 2.1·2.2
2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s formula for the war’s causes and its effect on both sides. [2]

2.2 Explain what “confounded” adds to “outdated”. [2]

2.3 Stalemate leads to revolution.

(a) State the chain in order. [2]

(b) State what it changed. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The CED says the war brought immense losses for [1]

A the defeated only
B both victors and vanquished
C neutral states only
D civilians only

3.2 The three shifts include the emergence of [1]

A the Ottoman Empire
B the United States as a world power
C the Concert of Europe
D Napoleonic France
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• a complex interaction of long- and short-term factors; immense losses and disruptions
for both victors and vanquished

2.2

• “outdated” implies replacement was overdue; “confounded” says the strategies were
defeated by conditions they could not read

2.3

(a)

• stalemate, mobilisation and total war
• protest
• insurrection
• revolution

(b)

• the international balance of power

3.1 B

• the CED covers both sides

3.2 B

• the United States is named

3.3

(a)

• both sides dig in and the front stops moving

(b)

• entrenchment is the correct response to a weapon that makes advance lethal, so the
outcome follows from the technology rather than from the commanders’ character
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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2.1 State the CED’s formula for the war’s causes and its effect on both sides. [2]

2.2 Explain what “confounded” adds to “outdated”. [2]

2.3 Stalemate leads to revolution.

(a) State the chain in order. [2]

(b) State what it changed. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The CED says the war brought immense losses for [1]

A the defeated only
B both victors and vanquished
C neutral states only
D civilians only

3.2 The three shifts include the emergence of [1]

A the Ottoman Empire
B the United States as a world power
C the Concert of Europe
D Napoleonic France

AP European History • 8.2 World War I 2

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s formula for the war’s causes and its effect on both sides. [2]

2.2 Explain what “confounded” adds to “outdated”. [2]

2.3 Stalemate leads to revolution.

(a) State the chain in order. [2]

(b) State what it changed. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The CED says the war brought immense losses for [1]

A the defeated only
B both victors and vanquished
C neutral states only
D civilians only

3.2 The three shifts include the emergence of [1]

A the Ottoman Empire
B the United States as a world power
C the Concert of Europe
D Napoleonic France

AP European History • 8.2 World War I 2



AP European History

Exercise 2.3 (a)

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s formula for the war’s causes and its effect on both sides. [2]

2.2 Explain what “confounded” adds to “outdated”. [2]

2.3 Stalemate leads to revolution.

(a) State the chain in order. [2]

(b) State what it changed. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The CED says the war brought immense losses for [1]

A the defeated only
B both victors and vanquished
C neutral states only
D civilians only

3.2 The three shifts include the emergence of [1]

A the Ottoman Empire
B the United States as a world power
C the Concert of Europe
D Napoleonic France

AP European History • 8.2 World War I 2

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s formula for the war’s causes and its effect on both sides. [2]

2.2 Explain what “confounded” adds to “outdated”. [2]

2.3 Stalemate leads to revolution.

(a) State the chain in order. [2]

(b) State what it changed. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The CED says the war brought immense losses for [1]

A the defeated only
B both victors and vanquished
C neutral states only
D civilians only

3.2 The three shifts include the emergence of [1]

A the Ottoman Empire
B the United States as a world power
C the Concert of Europe
D Napoleonic France

AP European History • 8.2 World War I 2

Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• a complex interaction of long- and short-term factors; immense losses and disruptions
for both victors and vanquished

2.2

• “outdated” implies replacement was overdue; “confounded” says the strategies were
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• protest
• insurrection
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(b)

• the international balance of power

3.1 B

• the CED covers both sides

3.2 B

• the United States is named

3.3

(a)

• both sides dig in and the front stops moving

(b)

• entrenchment is the correct response to a weapon that makes advance lethal, so the
outcome follows from the technology rather than from the commanders’ character
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2 Practice
2.1 State the CED’s formula for the war’s causes and its effect on both sides. [2]
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(b) State what it changed. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
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D civilians only

3.2 The three shifts include the emergence of [1]
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C the Concert of Europe
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• a complex interaction of long- and short-term factors; immense losses and disruptions
for both victors and vanquished

2.2

• “outdated” implies replacement was overdue; “confounded” says the strategies were
defeated by conditions they could not read

2.3

(a)

• stalemate, mobilisation and total war
• protest
• insurrection
• revolution

(b)

• the international balance of power

3.1 B

• the CED covers both sides

3.2 B

• the United States is named

3.3

(a)

• both sides dig in and the front stops moving

(b)

• entrenchment is the correct response to a weapon that makes advance lethal, so the
outcome follows from the technology rather than from the commanders’ character
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• a complex interaction of long- and short-term factors; immense losses and disruptions
for both victors and vanquished

2.2

• “outdated” implies replacement was overdue; “confounded” says the strategies were
defeated by conditions they could not read

2.3

(a)

• stalemate, mobilisation and total war
• protest
• insurrection
• revolution

(b)

• the international balance of power

3.1 B

• the CED covers both sides

3.2 B

• the United States is named

3.3

(a)

• both sides dig in and the front stops moving

(b)

• entrenchment is the correct response to a weapon that makes advance lethal, so the
outcome follows from the technology rather than from the commanders’ character
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AP European History

Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A general plans for movement and meets a weapon that makes movement fatal.

(a) State the result. [1]

(b) Explain why this is not a failure of nerve. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A general plans for movement and meets a weapon that makes movement fatal.

(a) State the result. [1]

(b) Explain why this is not a failure of nerve. [2]
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