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Scientific, Philosophical, and Political Developments
Contextualizing the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment

Connect inquiry and institutions

Scientific Revolution
Observation, experiment and
mathematics changed investigation
of nature. Classical learning and
religious belief remained important.

Enlightenment
Thinkers applied concepts and
practices to politics, society and
ethics. They disagreed about
authority, rights, faith and reform.

The connection is not a single method that generated one agreed programme.



Scientific, Philosophical, and Political Developments
Contextualizing the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment

Keep intellectual and everyday changes in view

Worked contextual explanation
Scientific and intellectual debate developed alongside changes in agriculture,
disease, family life, migration and consumption. These processes could interact,
but a rise in population is not automatically evidence that a philosopher’s idea
caused it.

Explain a specific connection. Events occurring in the same century do not by
themselves establish causation.



AP European History

Exercises 2.1·2.2

2 Practice
2.1 Name three conditions for the Scientific Revolution. [3]

2.2 Explain what communication networks contributed. [2]

2.3 A student writes: “In 1687 Newton published his laws.”

(a) State why this is not context. [1]

(b) Rewrite it as a condition. [2]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Mathematics contributed by making results [1]

A decorative
B comparable and predictions testable
C secret
D unnecessary

3.2 The Enlightenment applied a method developed on nature to [1]

A astronomy only
B government, religion, law and society
C navigation only
D painting
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• any three of: recovered classical texts and the habit of checking them; instruments;
mathematics; printing and correspondence networks

2.2

• they made findings cumulative rather than isolated, so work built on other work

2.3

(a)

• it names an event, not a condition

(b)

• a rewritten condition, e.g. “A mathematics capable of expressing motion as general
law had become available”

3.1 B

• quantification allows comparison and test

3.2 B

• the method was extended to human affairs

3.3

(a)

• it accelerates it

(b)

• an isolated investigator repeats work already done and cannot be corrected by others
who know the field
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Exercise 2.3 (b)
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AP European History

Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A correspondence network circulates results between investigators.

(a) State the effect on the pace of discovery. [1]

(b) Explain why isolated work is slower. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A correspondence network circulates results between investigators.

(a) State the effect on the pace of discovery. [1]

(b) Explain why isolated work is slower. [2]
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