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Renaissance and Exploration

I—Italian Renaissance

ltalian Renaissance

That revival had three effects the CED names separately:

m Spread by the printing press , the humanist recovery of Greek and Roman
texts challenged the institutional power of universities and the Catholic Church.

m Admiration for Greek and Roman political institutions supported a revival of civic

humanism in the Italian city-states, producing new works of
political thought.

m Rulers and popes concerned with enhancing their prestige
commissioned paintings and architecture on classical models.
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L Italian Renaissance

Italian Renaissance, continued

The third point is the one students underuse.

Renaissance art is examinable
as political evidence: patronage
was a claim to legitimacy, not
only a taste in pictures.



Renaissance and Exploration

I—Italian Renaissance

The two humanisms, and the Commercial Revolution

. . humanists , including Petrarch ,
Italian humanists , . ,
promoted a revival of classical literature, values and style
Christian human- the northern form — Erasmus applied the same
ism textual scholarship to scripture, seeking reform from within

. ) innovations promoted urban financial centres and a money
banking and finance

economy
the Columbian Ex- new plants, animals and diseases moving both ways — the
change CED treats it as a defining consequence

advances in navigation, cartography and military technol-

fhetechuology ogy made the voyages possible

Northern humanism is not Italian humanism moved north: it applies the same method to a
different text, and that shift is what produces the Reformation.
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2.1 State what humanists studied and why.

2.2 Explain how patronage shaped what was produced.
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Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 State what humanists studied and why. 2]

2.1

o classical texts — grammar, rhetoric, poetry, history, moral philosophy; for what they
taught about human conduct

2.2 Explain how patronage shaped what was produced. 2]

2.2

e patrons commissioned works and their tastes and purposes determined subject and
scale, so what survives reflects what patrons wanted



AP European History

Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 A student writes that the Renaissance “replaced religion with humanism”.

(a) State why this is inaccurate.
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Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 A student writes that the Renaissance “replaced religion with humanism”.

(a) State why this is inaccurate. 1]

(a)

o humanists were mostly Christians and the recovery of antiquity was not a rejection of

faith



AP European History

Exercise 2.3 (b)

2.3 A student writes that the Renaissance “replaced religion with humanism”.

(b) State a more accurate formulation.
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2.3 A student writes that the Renaissance “replaced religion with humanism”.

(b) State a more accurate formulation. 2]

(b)

e e.g. that classical learning was added to and reshaped Christian culture rather than
replacing it



AP European History

Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 Humanist study centred on

D A natural science alone
B classical texts and what they taught about conduct
C the rejection of Christianity
D military engineering

3.2 A commissioned altarpiece is evidence about

D A the artist only
B the patron as well as the artist

C neither
D the viewer only
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Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 Humanist study centred on

D A natural science alone
B classical texts and what they taught about conduct
C the rejection of Christianity
D military engineering

3.1B

o the studia humanitatis centred on texts about human conduct

3.2 A commissioned altarpiece is evidence about

D A the artist only
B the patron as well as the artist

C neither
D the viewer only

3.2 B

e the commission records the patron’s choice
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 Perspective in painting is described as a technique and as a claim.

(a) State the claim.
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 Perspective in painting is described as a technique and as a claim.

(a) State the claim.

(a)

o that the world should be represented as it appears from a single human viewpoint
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 Perspective in painting is described as a technique and as a claim.

(b) Explain why it is more than a technique.
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 Perspective in painting is described as a technique and as a claim.

(b) Explain why it is more than a technique. 2]

(b)

o it embeds an assumption about the observer’s position, so it makes a claim about how
reality should be seen, not only how paint is applied



