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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

SECTION II 

Time—1 hour and 10 minutes 

3 Questions 

Directions: Answer all three questions, which are weighted equally; the suggested time is about 22 minutes for 
answering each question. Write all your answers in the Free Response booklet. Where calculations are required, 
clearly show how you arrived at your answer. Where explanation or discussion is required, support your answers 
with relevant information and/or specific examples. You may plan your answers in this orange booklet, but no credit 
will be given for anything written in this booklet. You will only earn credit for what you write in the separate 
Free Response booklet. 

1. Researchers are studying the stream ecosystem shown in the following diagram. They have identified five
different zones based on the dissolved oxygen levels and biological oxygen demand as the water flows
downstream. Biological oxygen demand is the amount of oxygen needed by bacteria and other microorganisms
to break down organic material in water. Some of the most common fish and macroinvertebrate species found
in each zone are listed in the diagram.

Dissolved Oxygen and Biological Oxygen Demand in a Stream Ecosystem 
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(a) Based on the information in the diagram, identify the zone with the lowest level of dissolved oxygen.. 

(b) Based on the information in the diagram, describe the relationship between biological oxygen demand and
dissolved oxygen.

(c) Based on the information in the diagram, identify the zone where there is most likely point-source water
pollution discharged into the stream.

The research team is interested in investigating the relationship between dissolved oxygen levels and 
macroinvertebrate species richness in the stream. Researchers counted the number of macroinvertebrate species 
in zones A, B, and C during the summer months. The researchers selected zone A to serve as the control in the 
investigation. 

(d) Identify the dependent variable in the researchers’ investigation.

(e) Identify a testable hypothesis for the researchers’ investigation.

(f) Describe the reason the researchers selected zone A to serve as the control in the investigation.

The researchers decided to repeat their data collection during the winter months. 

(g) Explain how the modification to collect data in the winter months could alter the results of the
investigation.

Stream ecosystems are affected by point-source organic pollution in a variety of ways. 

(h) Describe the effect that the introduction of raw sewage into the stream could have on the population of
bacteria in the stream.

(i) Identify an abiotic factor other than dissolved oxygen and organic pollution that could also influence the
population size of bacteria in the stream.

(j) Explain how persistent organic pollutants can affect higher trophic levels in an aquatic food web.

__________________________________________________________ 

Begin your response to this question at the top of a new page in the separate Free Response booklet 
and fill in the appropriate circle at the top of each page to indicate the question number. 
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AP® Environmental Science 2021 Free-Response Questions 

2. Pesticides have been utilized for many years to increase food production and control pest populations. 
Pesticide use can be both beneficial and harmful to humans and other organisms. 

(a) Pesticide use has advantages, disadvantages, and unintended consequences on human health. Describe one 
benefit to human health that can result from the use of pesticides. 

(b) Identify one way chemical pesticides can enter the human body. 

Cotton farmers in the southern United States used a chemical pesticide to control an insect cotton-crop pest 
over a 40-year period. To study the effectiveness of the pesticide as an insect pest-control strategy, traps were 
placed in treated cotton fields and the number of pests captured were compared to application rates for the 
pesticide. The results of the study are shown in the table below. 

Year 
Grams of Pesticide 
Applied per Hectare 

Number of Crop Insect 
Pests Captured

 1960 0 700

 1975 500 2

 1980 500 3

 1985 500 8

 1990 550 14

 1995 600 83

 2000 700 150

 2005 800 405

 2010 900 727

 2015 1,000 1,100 

(c) Use the data in the table to answer the following questions. 

(i) Identify the year when the pesticide was most effective at reducing the size of the pest population. 

(ii) Describe the change in the number of crop insect pests in the cotton fields over time. 

(iii) Explain how the change in the cotton-crop pesticide effectiveness between the initial application in 1975 
and the latest application in 2015 illustrates genetic resistance in pests, based on the data in the table. 

(d) Describe TWO effects of pesticide use, other than death, on nontarget wildlife. 

© 2021 College Board. 
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org. 

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE. 4 

3



AP Environmental Science: 2021 Set 1Name: 

__________________________________________________________ 

AP® Environmental Science 2021 Free-Response Questions 

(e) There are many problems associated with the repeated application of chemical pesticides to reduce pest 
populations. 

(i) Crop rotation is often used to reduce pesticide use. Describe the process of crop rotation. 

(ii) Propose one reasonable method, other than crop rotation, of reducing the use of pesticides in agricultural 
practices while still maintaining a high crop yield. 

(iii) Justify how the method proposed in (e)(ii) would provide a benefit to humans. 

Begin your response to this question at the top of a new page in the separate Free Response booklet 
and fill in the appropriate circle at the top of each page to indicate the question number. 
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2. Biodiversity around the world is changing as a result of anthropogenic influences. 

(a) The map represents species richness of amphibians around the globe. Use the map to answer the following 
questions. 

(i) Identify the latitudinal range with the greatest amphibian species richness. 

(ii) Identify what biome this range most likely represents. 

(iii) Describe one reason amphibian species richness would tend to be highest in this region. 

(b) There are many environmental threats facing amphibians today, such as deforestation. Describe one 
possible anthropogenic reason for deforestation. 

(c) Many factors influence biodiversity. 

(i) Explain how the species richness of an ecosystem influences its response to environmental stressors. 

(ii) Explain why amphibian biodiversity is declining globally, other than from deforestation. 

(d) Currently, wildlife species are going extinct at an alarming rate. To combat this threat, governments around 
the world have enacted legislation and signed treaties to protect species threatened by extinction. 
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(i) Identify one specific piece of legislation that has been designed to protect species threatened by extinction. 

(ii) Explain how the requirements of the legislation identified in part (d)(i) specifically protect species 
threatened by extinction. 

(e) A town is considering selling an undeveloped parcel of land along its border for residential developments. 
The square parcel of land consists of approximately 30% wetland and 70% pasture. The wetland runs 
through the middle of the property for its entire width and is home to three native frog species. 

(i) Propose a viable solution that will result in the protection of the native frog species while still allowing for 
maximum profit of the property development. 

(ii) Justify the solution proposed in (e)(i) by describing a potential advantage of the plan, other than frog 
protection. 

Begin your response to this question at the top of a new page in the separate Free Response booklet 
and fill in the appropriate circle at the top of each page to indicate the question number. 
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