Land and Water Use

AP Environmental Science - Vocabulary in context

Word

Example
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tragedy of the commons
/'traedzadi pvda 'komanz/

clearcutting /«iekatm/

soil erosion /soil 1'ravzn/

Green Revolution

/grimn reva'lu:fn/

synthetic fertilizers
/sm'Getik 'fa:talaizaz/

pesticides /‘pestisaidz/

monoculture /monevkaltfo/

eutrophication /jutrofi'kein/

soil salinization /soil seilmar'zetfn/

irrigation /ugefn/

aquifers /'ekwifoz/

pesticide resistance

/'pestisaid r1'zistans/

overgrazing / uva'greiziy/

Overfishing is an example of the tragedy of the
commons.

Clearcutting removes all the trees in an area.

Soil erosion washes or blows soil away.

The Green Revolution brought new crops that gave
much bigger harvests.

Synthetic fertilizers are made in factories.

Pesticides kill insects that eat crops.

A monoculture grows only one kind of crop.

Eutrophication happens when fertiliser runs into a
lake.

Soil salinization leaves salt in the soil after
irrigation.

Irrigation brings water to crops.

Aquifers store water underground.

Pesticide resistance means pests are no longer
killed by the spray.

Overgrazing removes plant cover and exposes soil.
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Example

‘0: desertification /dizstifikefn/
b methane /mifemn/

@ overfishing /vvo'fifiy/

% mining /'mammy/

¥~ acid mine drainage
/'eesid man 'dremidz/

</ subsurface mining

/'sabsafis 'mamnm/
urbanization /sbenar'zern/

g hydrologic cycle
/. haidra'lodzik 'sarkl/

— . .
~~ saltwater intrusion

/'soltwo:ts m'truzzn/

@ impervious surfaces

/im'p3:vias 's3:fisiz/

-O- urban heat islands
/'3:ban hi:t 'atlondz/

QQ ecological footprint
/ eka'lndz1kl 'fotprimt/

z‘(_) sustainability /sa,stema'biliti/

Desertification makes dry land less productive.

Cows give off methane.

Overfishing takes fish faster than they can breed.

Mining digs metals and coal out of the ground.

Acid mine drainage makes rivers acidic.

Subsurface mining digs tunnels deep underground.

Urbanization means more people moving to cities.

The hydrologic cycle is another name for the water
cycle.

Saltwater intrusion happens when sea water moves
into wells.

Roads and roofs are impervious surfaces: water
cannot soak in.

Urban heat islands are city areas warmer than the
countryside.

Eating less beef can reduce an ecological footprint.

Planting new trees helps sustainability.
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Example

@ permeable pavement
/'p3:mabl 'pervmant/

Q green roofs /grin rufs/

v= integrated pest
management
/'mtigrertid pest 'meenidzment/

Ccrop rotation /krop rev'tefn/

[o contour plowing /kontos 'plasy/

terracing /['terisiy/

rotational grazing

/rav'terfonl 'gre1zin/

aquaculture /'zkwokaltfz/

selective cutting /silektw katiy/

reforestation /rifor'sterfn/

prescribed burn /pri'skraibd bain/
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open—pit mine /‘sopen pit mam/

urban sprawl /'siban spro:l/

Permeable pavement lets rain soak into the ground.

Green roofs are covered with plants.

Integrated pest management uses several
methods, not just sprays, to control pests.

Crop rotation changes crops grown in a field over
time.

Contour plowing follows the shape of the hill to
stop erosion.

Terracing creates flat steps for farming on hills.

Rotational grazing moves animals between fields so
grass can grow back.

Raising fish in ponds is aquaculture.

Selective cutting removes only some trees.

Reforestation means planting trees where forests
were cut.

A prescribed burn is a small, planned fire that
prevents bigger fires.

An open-pit mine is a huge hole dug in the ground.

Urban sprawl spreads cities into the countryside.
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