Exercise walk-through

Selecting relevant and sufficient
evidence
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Selecting Relevant and Sufficient Evidence

That last point is permission worth taking. If your reading changes while you draft,
revise the thesis to match it.

m Writers use evidence strategically — to illustrate, clarify, exemplify, associate, or
amplify.

m Evidence is effective when commentary explains its logical relationship to the
claim.

m Evidence is sufficient when its quantity and quality provide apt support.

m Developing an interpretation is a recursive process . an
interpretation can emerge, and change, as you read and write.
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Striking, or on the claim?

m Writers use evidence strategically - to illustrate, clarify, exemplify, associate, or
amplify.

m Evidence is effective when commentary explains its logical relationship to the
claim.

m Evidence is sufficient when its quantity and quality provide apt support.

m Developing an interpretation is a recursive process :an
interpretation can emerge, and change, as you read and write.
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Striking, or on the claim?, in detail

SUPPORTS THE CLAIM —

STRIKING, BUT
NOT YOUR POINT

the famous line, quoted
because it is famous

WHAT YOU WANT

on the claim, and rich
enough to analyse

ON POINT, BUT FLAT

it proves the claim and gives
commentary nothing to hold

NEITHER
a line chosen because it was nearby

WORTH ANALYSING —

Evidence is effective when commentary explains its logical relationship to the
claim.
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Worked example — competing values

A Question 3 prompt asks how a character’s Name the two values
conflict contributes to an interpretation of and let them intersect.
the work as a whole. A conflict that is only
m Weak: “[a narration of the plot around the conflict]” external produces narra-
B Scoring: “The external conflict with his family over the tion, not interpretation.

inheritance is heightened by an internal one: he wants the
independence the money would buy, and he wants to
remain the son who never asked for it. Because the two
conflicts share a single object, resolving either resolves

neither.”
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Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 Name four of the six purposes evidence can serve.

2.2 State when evidence is effective and when it is sufficient.
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Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 Name four of the six purposes evidence can serve. 2]

2.1

o any four of: illustrate; clarify; exemplify; associate; amplify; qualify

2.2 State when evidence is effective and when it is sufficient. 2]

2.2

o effective when commentary explains a logical relationship between evidence and claim;
sufficient when quantity and quality provide apt support for the line of reasoning
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Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 The process is recursive.

(a) State the two orders the CED permits.
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Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 The process is recursive.

(a) State the two orders the CED permits. 2]

(a)

« analysing evidence then forming a line of reasoning; forming a line of reasoning then
identifying evidence
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2.3 The process is recursive.

(b) State why many weak quotations are not sufficient.
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2.3 The process is recursive.

(b) State why many weak quotations are not sufficient.

(b)

« sufficiency requires quality as well as quantity
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Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 Effectiveness is a property of

D A the quotation alone
B the pairing of evidence and commentary
C the length of the essay
D the number of quotations

3.2 Sufficiency depends on quantity and
D A quality

B font

C page count

D genre
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Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 Effectiveness is a property of

D A the quotation alone
B the pairing of evidence and commentary

C the length of the essay
D the number of quotations

3.1B

o the pairing

3.2 Sufficiency depends on quantity and
D A quality

B font

C page count

D genre

3.2 A

e quality



AP English Literature and Composition

Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 An essay quotes eight times and explains none of them.

(a) State which criterion fails.
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 An essay quotes eight times and explains none of them.

(a) State which criterion fails.

(a)

e effectiveness
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 An essay quotes eight times and explains none of them.

(b) Explain why quantity does not compensate.
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 An essay quotes eight times and explains none of them.

(b) Explain why quantity does not compensate. 2]

(b)

e unexplained evidence establishes no relationship to any claim, so adding more of it
adds no support



