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3.3 Describing the line of reasoning
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Objective
Build the skills to describe a passage’s line of reasoning 推理线索.

You must be able to:

• state a line of reasoning as a sequence of claims, not topics
• explain why the order of claims matters
• identify where a passage turns or qualifies
• distinguish a line of reasoning from a summary

1 Worked examples
Study these first. Each one shows the method for a task used later.

Sequence of claims
A line of reasoning is the order in which claims build toward the thesis. Describe it as
first he establishes A, which lets him claim B, and only then does C become plausible
— not as he talks about A, then B, then C.

Why order matters
Some claims can only be made once another is accepted. Establishing that a prob-
lem exists must precede arguing about the remedy. Naming that dependency is the
analysis.

The turn
Most arguments have a point where they concede, qualify or pivot — “and yet”, “of
course”, “granted”. Locating it identifies the argument’s own sense of where it is
weakest.

Not a summary
A summary says what a passage contains. A line of reasoning says how one part
makes the next possible.
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2 Practice
2.1 State the difference between a summary and a line of reasoning. [2]

2.2 Explain why the order of claims can matter. [2]

2.3 A passage argues that a policy is necessary, then that it is affordable, then that it is
fair.

(a) State why “necessary” comes first. [1]

(b) State what a reader who rejects the first claim will do with the rest. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 “First he shows the harm is real, which allows him to argue about the cost” describes[1]

A a summary
B a line of reasoning
C a method of development
D a thesis

3.2 The word “granted” most often marks [1]

A the thesis
B a concession or qualification
C the exigence
D the first claim
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3.3 A passage places its concession immediately before its strongest claim.

(a) State the likely effect. [1]

(b) Explain why the placement matters. [2]

3.4 Full free-response task. In a widely reprinted 1996 essay, a physician argues that
hospitals should abandon visiting hours entirely. She begins with the history of the rule,
moves to what the rule was designed to prevent, shows that each of those dangers has
since been solved by other means, then turns to what the rule now costs patients, and
closes with a single sentence about her own father.

Write an essay that analyses how the writer’s line of reasoning advances her argument.

Marked on the AP 6-point rubric: Row A — Thesis (1), Row B — Evidence and
Commentary (4), Row C — Sophistication (1).

[6]

AP English Language and Composition • 3.3 Describing the line of reasoning 3 AP English Language and Composition • 3.3 Describing the line of reasoning 4


