Past-paper walk-through

Describing the line of reasoning = 3.3

eXercise
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Questions in this set

m 2025 Set 1 Q2 = 6 marks
m 2025 Set 2 Q2 = 6 marks
m 2024 Set 1 Q2 = 6 marks
m 2024 Set 2 Q2 = 6 marks
m 2023 Set 1 Q2 = 6 marks
m 2023 Set 2 Q2 = 6 marks
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Reading the mark scheme

m (B1) a mark that stands on its own — the point is either made or not.

m (M1) a method mark: the right approach, even if the number is wrong.

m (A1) an answer mark, and it usually needs its M mark first.

m (C1) a working mark on the way to the answer.

m // separates answers the examiner accepts equally.

m ecf = error carried forward: a later part is marked on your own earlier answer.

m owtte = “or words to that effect” — the wording need not match.
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Question 2

2025 Set 1 = Q2 = 6 marks

Rhetorical Analysis. The following is a passage from the introduction to David Treuer's
2012 nonfiction book Rez Life: An Indian's Journey Through Reservation Life. Treuer
is a member of the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, a tribal nation in Minnesota. In Rez
Life, Treuer draws on research and personal experience to explore the history of
reservations and the issues that affect Native Americans who live on them today. A
reservation is an area of land governed by a tribal nation in what is now the United
States. Read the passage carefully. Write an essay that analyzes the rhetorical choices
Treuer makes to develop his argument about the contributions that Native Americans
and their communities have made to the United States. [6]
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Solution 2

m Rhetorical analysis essay (6 points). Prompt: The following is a passage from the
introduction to David Treuer's 2012 nonfiction book Rez Life: An Indian's
Journey Through Reservation Life. Treuer is a member of the Leech Lake Band of
Ojibwe, a tribal nation in Minnesota. In Rez Life, Treuer draws on research and
personal experience to explore the history of reservations and the issues that affect
Native Americans who live on them today. A reservation is an area of land
governed by a tribal nation in what is now the United States. Read the passage
carefully. Write an essay that analyzes the rhetorical choices Treuer makes to
develop his argument about the contributions that Native Americans and their
communities have made to the United
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Solution 2

m Scoring rubric — Row A (Thesis, 0-1 pt): 1 pt — responds to the prompt with a
defensible thesis that presents an interpretation or a position. | Row B (Evidence
and Commentary, 0-4 pts): 1 pt — provides mostly general evidence; 2 pts —
provides some specific relevant evidence with commentary that mostly repeats it;
3 pts — provides specific evidence to support all claims in a line of reasoning,
with commentary that explains how the evidence supports the line of reasoning; 4
pts — as for 3 pts, and consistently explains how the evidence supports the line of
reasoning, explaining how multiple pieces of evidence support the argument. |
Row C (Sophistication, 0-1 pt): 1 pt — demonstrates sophistication of thought
and/or develops a complex understanding of the rhetorical or literary situation,
e.g. by explaining significance within a broader context, discussing alternative
interpretations, or employing a vivid and persuasive style.
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Solution 2

m General notes: responses are first drafts; award points for what the response does,
not for length or polish.
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Question 2

2025 Set 2 = Q2 = 6 marks

Rhetorical Analysis. Raquel Vasquez Gilliland is a Mexican American poet, novelist,

and painter whose works focus on myths, folklore, motherhood, and plants. In 2023

she published an opinion article in The New York Times titled “Go Outside, Sink Your
Feet Into the Dirt and Engage With the World." The following is an excerpt from that
opinion article. Read the passage carefully. Write an essay that analyzes the rhetorical
choices Vasquez Gilliland makes to develop her argument about the value of engaging
with nature. [6]
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Solution 2

m Rhetorical analysis essay (6 points). Prompt: Raquel Vasquez Gilliland is a
Mexican American poet, novelist, and painter whose works focus on myths,
folklore, motherhood, and plants. In 2023 she published an opinion article in The
New York Times titled “Go Outside, Sink Your Feet Into the Dirt and Engage
With the World." The following is an excerpt from that opinion article. Read the
passage carefully. Write an essay that analyzes the rhetorical choices Vasquez
Gilliland makes to develop her argument about the value of engaging with nature.
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Solution 2

m Scoring rubric — Row A (Thesis, 0-1 pt): 1 pt — responds to the prompt with a
defensible thesis that presents an interpretation or a position. | Row B (Evidence
and Commentary, 0-4 pts): 1 pt — provides mostly general evidence; 2 pts —
provides some specific relevant evidence with commentary that mostly repeats it;
3 pts — provides specific evidence to support all claims in a line of reasoning,
with commentary that explains how the evidence supports the line of reasoning; 4
pts — as for 3 pts, and consistently explains how the evidence supports the line of
reasoning, explaining how multiple pieces of evidence support the argument. |
Row C (Sophistication, 0-1 pt): 1 pt — demonstrates sophistication of thought
and/or develops a complex understanding of the rhetorical or literary situation,
e.g. by explaining significance within a broader context, discussing alternative
interpretations, or employing a vivid and persuasive style.
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Solution 2

m General notes: responses are first drafts; award points for what the response does,
not for length or polish.
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Question 2

2024 Set 1 = Q2 = 6 marks

Rhetorical Analysis. Reshma Saujani is an attorney, author, and activist who founded
Girls Who Code, an organization that works to advance opportunities for girls and
women to find careers in the technology sector. The following passage is excerpted
from Saujani’s contribution to American Like Me: Reflections on Life Between
Cultures, a 2018 anthology of essays by prominent Americans with backgrounds in
multiple cultures. The excerpt begins after Saujani discusses founding a multicultural
student organization at her high school. Read the passage carefully. Write an essay
that analyzes the rhetorical choices Saujani makes to convey her message about the
nature of bravery. [6]
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Solution 2

m Rhetorical analysis essay (6 points). Prompt: Reshma Saujani is an attorney,
author, and activist who founded Girls Who Code, an organization that works to
advance opportunities for girls and women to find careers in the technology sector.
The following passage is excerpted from Saujani’s contribution to American Like
Me: Reflections on Life Between Cultures, a 2018 anthology of essays by
prominent Americans with backgrounds in multiple cultures. The excerpt begins
after Saujani discusses founding a multicultural student organization at her high
school. Read the passage carefully. Write an essay that analyzes the rhetorical
choices Saujani makes to convey her message about the nature of bravery.
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Solution 2

m Scoring rubric — Row A (Thesis, 0-1 pt): 1 pt — responds to the prompt with a
defensible thesis that presents an interpretation or a position. | Row B (Evidence
and Commentary, 0-4 pts): 1 pt — provides mostly general evidence; 2 pts —
provides some specific relevant evidence with commentary that mostly repeats it;
3 pts — provides specific evidence to support all claims in a line of reasoning,
with commentary that explains how the evidence supports the line of reasoning; 4
pts — as for 3 pts, and consistently explains how the evidence supports the line of
reasoning, explaining how multiple pieces of evidence support the argument. |
Row C (Sophistication, 0-1 pt): 1 pt — demonstrates sophistication of thought
and/or develops a complex understanding of the rhetorical or literary situation,
e.g. by explaining significance within a broader context, discussing alternative
interpretations, or employing a vivid and persuasive style.
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Solution 2

m General notes: responses are first drafts; award points for what the response does,
not for length or polish.
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Question 2

2024 Set 2 = Q2 = 6 marks

Rhetorical Analysis. Simu Liu is an actor who has starred in television shows and
movies, including Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings. His 2022 memoir, We
Were Dreamers: An Immigrant Superhero Origin Story, describes his experiences as a
Chinese immigrant in Canada. Liu's parents emigrated to Canada from China when Liu
was a baby, leaving him with his grandparents. In the following excerpt from Liu's
memoir, the family is getting the four-year-old Liu ready to reunite with his father and
travel to Canada himself. Read the passage carefully. Write an essay that analyzes the
rhetorical choices Liu makes to convey his message about the experience of preparing
to emigrate from China. [6]
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Solution 2

m Rhetorical analysis essay (6 points). Prompt: Simu Liu is an actor who has
starred in television shows and movies, including Shang-Chi and the Legend of the
Ten Rings. His 2022 memoir, We Were Dreamers: An Immigrant Superhero
Origin Story, describes his experiences as a Chinese immigrant in Canada. Liu's
parents emigrated to Canada from China when Liu was a baby, leaving him with
his grandparents. In the following excerpt from Liu's memoir, the family is getting
the four-year-old Liu ready to reunite with his father and travel to Canada himself.
Read the passage carefully. Write an essay that analyzes the rhetorical choices Liu
makes to convey his message about the experience of preparing to emigrate from
China.
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Solution 2

m Scoring rubric — Row A (Thesis, 0-1 pt): 1 pt — responds to the prompt with a
defensible thesis that presents an interpretation or a position. | Row B (Evidence
and Commentary, 0-4 pts): 1 pt — provides mostly general evidence; 2 pts —
provides some specific relevant evidence with commentary that mostly repeats it;
3 pts — provides specific evidence to support all claims in a line of reasoning,
with commentary that explains how the evidence supports the line of reasoning; 4
pts — as for 3 pts, and consistently explains how the evidence supports the line of
reasoning, explaining how multiple pieces of evidence support the argument. |
Row C (Sophistication, 0-1 pt): 1 pt — demonstrates sophistication of thought
and/or develops a complex understanding of the rhetorical or literary situation,
e.g. by explaining significance within a broader context, discussing alternative
interpretations, or employing a vivid and persuasive style.
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Solution 2

m General notes: responses are first drafts; award points for what the response does,
not for length or polish.
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Question 2

2023 Set 1 = Q2 = 6 marks

Rhetorical Analysis. Michelle Obama was the First Lady of the United States during
the presidential administration of her husband, Barack Obama (2009-2017). During
that administration, she led programs including the Reach Higher Initiative, which
encourages students to continue their education after high school. One way it does so
is by supporting high school counselors’ efforts to get students into college. On
January 6, 2017, Obama gave her final speech as First Lady at an event honoring
outstanding school counselors. The following passage is an excerpt from that speech.
Read the passage carefully. Write an essay that analyzes the rhetorical choices Obama
makes to convey her message about her expectations and hope for young people in the
United States. [6]
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Solution 2

m Rhetorical analysis essay (6 points). Prompt: Michelle Obama was the First Lady
of the United States during the presidential administration of her husband, Barack
Obama (2009-2017). During that administration, she led programs including the
Reach Higher Initiative, which encourages students to continue their education
after high school. One way it does so is by supporting high school counselors’
efforts to get students into college. On January 6, 2017, Obama gave her final
speech as First Lady at an event honoring outstanding school counselors. The
following passage is an excerpt from that speech. Read the passage carefully.
Write an essay that analyzes the rhetorical choices Obama makes to convey her
message about her expectations and
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Solution 2

m Scoring rubric — Row A (Thesis, 0-1 pt): 1 pt — responds to the prompt with a
defensible thesis that presents an interpretation or a position. | Row B (Evidence
and Commentary, 0-4 pts): 1 pt — provides mostly general evidence; 2 pts —
provides some specific relevant evidence with commentary that mostly repeats it;
3 pts — provides specific evidence to support all claims in a line of reasoning,
with commentary that explains how the evidence supports the line of reasoning; 4
pts — as for 3 pts, and consistently explains how the evidence supports the line of
reasoning, explaining how multiple pieces of evidence support the argument. |
Row C (Sophistication, 0-1 pt): 1 pt — demonstrates sophistication of thought
and/or develops a complex understanding of the rhetorical or literary situation,
e.g. by explaining significance within a broader context, discussing alternative
interpretations, or employing a vivid and persuasive style.
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Solution 2

m General notes: responses are first drafts; award points for what the response does,
not for length or polish.



Past-paper walk-through

Question 2

2023 Set 2 = Q2 = 6 marks

Rhetorical Analysis. On May 21, 2016, the poet Rita Dove delivered a commencement
address to graduating students at the University of Virginia at Charlottesville, where
she was a professor of English at the time. Dove received a Pulitzer Prize for her
poetry and served as the United States poet laureate from 1993 to 1995. She also
writes in a variety of genres including fiction and drama. The following is an excerpt
from her speech. Read the passage carefully. Write an essay that analyzes the
rhetorical choices Dove makes to convey her message about what she wishes for her
audience of graduating students. [6]
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Solution 2

m Rhetorical analysis essay (6 points). Prompt: On May 21, 2016, the poet Rita
Dove delivered a commencement address to graduating students at the University
of Virginia at Charlottesville, where she was a professor of English at the time.
Dove received a Pulitzer Prize for her poetry and served as the United States poet
laureate from 1993 to 1995. She also writes in a variety of genres including fiction
and drama. The following is an excerpt from her speech. Read the passage
carefully. Write an essay that analyzes the rhetorical choices Dove makes to
convey her message about what she wishes for her audience of graduating
students.
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Solution 2

m Scoring rubric — Row A (Thesis, 0-1 pt): 1 pt — responds to the prompt with a
defensible thesis that presents an interpretation or a position. | Row B (Evidence
and Commentary, 0-4 pts): 1 pt — provides mostly general evidence; 2 pts —
provides some specific relevant evidence with commentary that mostly repeats it;
3 pts — provides specific evidence to support all claims in a line of reasoning,
with commentary that explains how the evidence supports the line of reasoning; 4
pts — as for 3 pts, and consistently explains how the evidence supports the line of
reasoning, explaining how multiple pieces of evidence support the argument. |
Row C (Sophistication, 0-1 pt): 1 pt — demonstrates sophistication of thought
and/or develops a complex understanding of the rhetorical or literary situation,
e.g. by explaining significance within a broader context, discussing alternative
interpretations, or employing a vivid and persuasive style.
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Solution 2

m General notes: responses are first drafts; award points for what the response does,
not for length or polish.



