
AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION • EXERCISE SHEET

4.6 Using methods of development

Name: Class: Date: Total: 17 marks

KEY WORDS narration • personal experience • anecdote
• deliberately • typical • commentary

Objective
Build the skills to use narration and personal experience as evidence
in an argument, and to explain what the story proves.

You must be able to:

• choose a story that supports a claim
• tell a story briefly and with precise detail
• explain what the story shows

1 Key knowledge and worked examples

Stories as evidence

strength risk
vivid and memorable one case may not be typical
shows feeling and detail can replace reasoning
builds the writer’s ethos can wander from the claim

Using a story well
1. Choose a story that shows the claim clearly.
2. Tell it briefly: two or three sentences, with one or two precise details.
3. Explain it: what does it show, and why does it matter?
4. Where possible, show that it is typical, or pair it with other evidence.

Worked example
Task: use a story to support “Time outdoors helps students focus.”

Answer: “Last spring my teacher moved our math class to the courtyard for one
week. The same students who stared at the clock in the classroom finished their
problems early. The change suggests that space and fresh air, not only lessons, shape
attention, which is why schools should plan regular outdoor classes.”
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2 Practice
2.1 Identify one strength and one risk of using a personal story as evidence. [2]

vivid one case

2.2 Explain why a story used as evidence should be followed by commentary. [3]

story so what?

2.3 A student argues that part-time jobs teach responsibility. Write two sentences of
narration that could support this claim and one sentence of commentary. [3]

narration 1: what happened

narration 2: a precise detail

commentary: what it shows

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Read the passage.

“I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the
essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn what it had to teach, and
not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived.”

Henry David Thoreau, Walden, 1854

(a) Identify the reason Thoreau gives for going to the woods. [1]
I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front1
only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn what it
had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived.

Thoreau, 1854

(b) Explain what Thoreau means by living “deliberately”. [1]

(c) Explain how this personal story serves as evidence for his argument. [1]
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3.2 Thoreau claims that a simple life close to nature helps people “live deliberately”.

Write one paragraph that argues how far time in nature makes people’s lives better. Use
a brief story (real or realistic) as one piece of evidence, and explain what it shows. [6]

claim brief story second
evidence

commentary
+ limit
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