AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION « EXERCISE SHEET

4.1 Components of the rhetorical
situation
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Objective

Build the skills to explain how a writer’s context and occasion shape the
way a speech or essay opens and what it asks of its audience.

You must be able to:

» explain how historical context shapes a writer’s choices
« explain how an occasion sets audience expectations

e analyze how a writer uses the moment to persuade
1 Key knowledge and worked examples

B Context and occasion

term meaning example: Roosevelt, January 1941

occasion the event where the the annual State of the Union address
text is given to Congress

context the wider situation war in Europe and Asia; the US not yet

fighting

expectations  what the audience a report on the nation; policy proposals
expects

kairos the right moment for a moment when Americans must decide
an argument whether to help Britain

B How context shapes choices

A writer chooses examples, tone and claims that fit the moment. In 1941 many
Americans wanted to stay out of the war, so Roosevelt described the aims as universal
freedoms, not as a war plan.
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B Worked example

Task: explain how context shapes Roosevelt’s phrase “everywhere in the world”.

Answer: Many Americans saw the war as a foreign problem (context). By repeating
“everywhere in the world” after each freedom (choice), Roosevelt makes American
values seem to depend on what happens abroad, preparing listeners to support aid to
Britain (effect).

2 Practice

2.1 Identify two parts of the context of a speech given during a war. 2]
2.2 Explain the difference between the occasion and the context of a text. 3]

context

2.3 A student gives a speech at a school assembly the week after a storm damaged the
sports hall. Explain how this context should shape the speech’s opening. 3]

Q alalala
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3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Read the passage.

“In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a
world founded upon four essential human freedoms. The first is freedom of
speech and expression—everywhere in the world. The second is freedom of
every person to worship God in his own way—everywhere in the world.”

President Franklin D. Roosevelt, State of the Union address, 6 January 1941

(a) Identify the occasion of this speech. 1]

1 In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a
world founded upon four essential human freedoms. The first is freedom
of speech and expression—everywhere in the world. The second is freedom
of every person to worship God in his own way—everywhere in the world.

Roosevelt, 1941

(b) Identify the phrase Roosevelt repeats. 1]

(c) Explain why the phrase “which we seek to make secure” suits the context of January
1941. 1]
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3.2 Use the Roosevelt passage in Question 3.1. In January 1941 the US was not at war,
and many Americans wanted to stay out of the fighting in Europe.

Write one paragraph that analyzes how Roosevelt’s choices respond to the context of

January 1941. Begin with a thesis sentence. 6]
Mar 1941
Lend-Lease
June 1940 Dec 1941
France falls l US at war
Sept 1939 Jan 1041
war in Europe Four Freedoms
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