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Refining Qualified Arguments
How Claims Are Qualified

Three moves, three different admissions

Three verbs, constantly confused, and each admits something different about the opposing argument.

Concede – accept all or a portion of the competing claim as correct. You are agreeing the
opposing point has merit.
Rebut – offer a contrasting perspective on the argument and its evidence, or an
alternative interpretation of the same facts.
Refute – demonstrate, using evidence, that all or a portion of the competing claim is
incorrect.
The move you may make is the one your evidence allows. Refuting needs evidence of error;
rebutting needs only an alternative reading, which is far more often available.



Three moves, three different admissions, in detail

CONCEDE

accept all or
part of the

competing claim
as correct

needs: honesty

and the CED says
it

RAISES your
credibility

REBUT
offer a

contrasting
perspective,

or an alternative
interpretation

needs: another
reading

of those facts

almost always
available -
this is the

workhorse move

REFUTE

demonstrate,
using evidence,
that the claim is

incorrect

needs: evidence
of error

without that
evidence,
refuting is

bluffing

Three different moves - and the evidence you have decides which one you may make

Then come back to your own position. An unreturned concession reads as agreement.

Concede accepts, rebut counters, refute disproves. Choose the one your evidence
can actually support.



Refining Qualified Arguments
How Claims Are Qualified

How Claims Are Qualified
Unit 9 is short and it is the course’s final move: how to handle the arguments that
oppose yours. Everything here is directly rewarded on the exam, and the three key
verbs are constantly confused.

Effectively entering an ongoing conversation about a subject means engaging the positions that
have already been taken. An argument that ignores them is not participating in the discussion,
only announcing into it.
Evidence and sources will either support, complement, or contradict 、 a
writer’s thesis. All three are usable – contradicting evidence is not a problem to be hidden but
material to be handled.
Writers enhance their credibility when they refute, rebut, or concede opposing arguments and
contradictory evidence.
Concede : writers accept all or a portion of a competing position or claim as correct, and
agree that the opposing point has merit.
Rebut : writers offer a contrasting perspective on an argument and its evidence, or provide
an alternative interpretation.



Refining Qualified Arguments
How Claims Are Qualified

How Claims Are Qualified, continued

The distinction is what your evidence lets you
do. Refuting requires evidence of error; if you
do not have it, refuting is bluffing and a reader
will see it. Rebutting requires only an
alternative reading of the same facts, which is
far more often available.

Conceding requires honesty,
and it costs nothing – the CED
says explicitly that it enhances
credibility.
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The rubric, row by row

The essay has no single quality score. It has three rows, and each is won by different arithmetic.

Thesis – 1 point. All or nothing, and decided by one sentence. The cheapest point on the paper
to secure.
Evidence and commentary – 4 points. Evidence carries you to the middle of the scale; the
movement from there to the top is almost entirely commentary.
Sophistication – 1 point. Not awarded for length or vocabulary. It is earned by the qualifying
and counterargument moves in this unit.
So a revision that adds another quotation is working the row where evidence has already stopped
paying.
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Exercises 2.1·2.2

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION • EXERCISE SHEET

9.1 How claims are qualified

Name: Class: Date: Total: 12 marks

KEY WORDS sustained argument持续论证

Objective
Build the skills to analyse qualification in a sustained argument 持续论证.

You must be able to:

• trace how a claim’s scope changes across a whole text
• distinguish a narrowing argument from an inconsistent one
• state a writer’s final position including all its limits
• explain the rhetorical effect of visible narrowing

1 Key knowledge and worked examples
Study these first. Each one shows the method for a task used later.

Scope across a text
A claim stated broadly in the introduction may be narrowed twice before the conclu-
sion. Track it: broad claim, first limit, second limit, final position. That sequence is
the argument.

Narrowing against inconsistency
Narrowing is principled: each limit is introduced with a reason. Inconsistency is
a claim that changes without acknowledgment. The presence or absence of a stated
reason distinguishes them.

The effect of visible narrowing
A reader who watches a writer surrender ground for stated reasons trusts what is left.
Narrowing performed openly buys credibility that an unqualified claim cannot.

2 Practice
2.1 State the four stages of tracking a claim’s scope. [2]

AP English Language and Composition • 9.1 How claims are qualified 12.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]

AP English Language and Composition • 9.1 How claims are qualified 2
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Exercises 2.1·2.2

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION • EXERCISE SHEET

9.1 How claims are qualified

Name: Class: Date: Total: 12 marks

KEY WORDS sustained argument持续论证

Objective
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2 Practice
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• broad claim; first limit; second limit; final position

2.2

• narrowing introduces each limit with a reason; inconsistency changes the claim without
acknowledgment

2.3

(a)

• no

(b)

• each surrender is principled, so the remaining claim is better supported and the reader
trusts it

3.1 B

• unacknowledged change is inconsistency

3.2 B

• surrendering ground for reasons earns trust in what remains

3.3

(a)

• one sentence including both limits, e.g. “The policy works in large cities that already
have frequent transport”

(b)

• that the evidence supports the claim only under those conditions, and the writer has
followed it rather than the original claim

AP English Language and Composition • 9.1 How claims are qualified 3

2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• broad claim; first limit; second limit; final position

2.2

• narrowing introduces each limit with a reason; inconsistency changes the claim without
acknowledgment

2.3

(a)

• no

(b)

• each surrender is principled, so the remaining claim is better supported and the reader
trusts it

3.1 B

• unacknowledged change is inconsistency

3.2 B

• surrendering ground for reasons earns trust in what remains

3.3

(a)

• one sentence including both limits, e.g. “The policy works in large cities that already
have frequent transport”

(b)

• that the evidence supports the claim only under those conditions, and the writer has
followed it rather than the original claim
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Exercise 2.3 (b)2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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Exercise 2.3 (b)2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• broad claim; first limit; second limit; final position

2.2

• narrowing introduces each limit with a reason; inconsistency changes the claim without
acknowledgment

2.3

(a)

• no

(b)

• each surrender is principled, so the remaining claim is better supported and the reader
trusts it

3.1 B

• unacknowledged change is inconsistency

3.2 B

• surrendering ground for reasons earns trust in what remains

3.3

(a)

• one sentence including both limits, e.g. “The policy works in large cities that already
have frequent transport”

(b)

• that the evidence supports the claim only under those conditions, and the writer has
followed it rather than the original claim

AP English Language and Composition • 9.1 How claims are qualified 3
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Exercises 3.1·3.2

2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
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D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
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3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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Exercises 3.1·3.2

2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• broad claim; first limit; second limit; final position

2.2

• narrowing introduces each limit with a reason; inconsistency changes the claim without
acknowledgment

2.3

(a)

• no

(b)

• each surrender is principled, so the remaining claim is better supported and the reader
trusts it

3.1 B

• unacknowledged change is inconsistency

3.2 B

• surrendering ground for reasons earns trust in what remains

3.3

(a)

• one sentence including both limits, e.g. “The policy works in large cities that already
have frequent transport”

(b)

• that the evidence supports the claim only under those conditions, and the writer has
followed it rather than the original claim
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• broad claim; first limit; second limit; final position

2.2

• narrowing introduces each limit with a reason; inconsistency changes the claim without
acknowledgment

2.3

(a)

• no

(b)

• each surrender is principled, so the remaining claim is better supported and the reader
trusts it

3.1 B

• unacknowledged change is inconsistency

3.2 B

• surrendering ground for reasons earns trust in what remains

3.3

(a)

• one sentence including both limits, e.g. “The policy works in large cities that already
have frequent transport”

(b)

• that the evidence supports the claim only under those conditions, and the writer has
followed it rather than the original claim
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]

2.3 A writer’s conclusion claims less than the introduction, each step given a reason.

(a) State whether this is a weakness. [1]

(b) Justify your answer. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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2.2 State what distinguishes narrowing from inconsistency. [2]
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3.1 A claim that changes without acknowledgment is [1]

A narrowing
B inconsistency
C qualification
D concession

3.2 Visible narrowing buys the writer [1]

A length
B credibility
C a thesis
D coherence

3.3 State a writer’s final position in one sentence, given: an opening claim that a policy
works, a limit to large cities, and a further limit to those with existing transport.

(a) Write the sentence. [2]

(b) State what the narrowing shows about the evidence. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• broad claim; first limit; second limit; final position

2.2

• narrowing introduces each limit with a reason; inconsistency changes the claim without
acknowledgment

2.3

(a)

• no

(b)

• each surrender is principled, so the remaining claim is better supported and the reader
trusts it

3.1 B

• unacknowledged change is inconsistency

3.2 B

• surrendering ground for reasons earns trust in what remains

3.3

(a)

• one sentence including both limits, e.g. “The policy works in large cities that already
have frequent transport”

(b)

• that the evidence supports the claim only under those conditions, and the writer has
followed it rather than the original claim
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