Exercise walk-through

Word choice, comparisons, and
syntax

AP English Language and Composition



Evidence, Thesis, and Stylistic Choices

I—Word Choice, Comparisons, and Syntax

Word Choice, Comparisons, and Syntax

The third is the analytical gold. A tone shift is a visible event in a text: something
changed at that point, and explaining what the writer wanted the reader to do
differently after it is exactly the kind of answer that scores.

m A writer's tone is the writer's attitude or feeling about a subject, conveyed
through word choice and writing style.

m Readers infer tone from word choice — especially from the positive, negative, or
otherwise charged associations of the words chosen.

m A writer's shifts in tone from one part of a text to another may suggest
qualification, refinement, or a change in perspective.
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Same denotation, five judgements

careful
thrift frugal . tight-fisted miserl
y & with money g y
approves outright approves, neutral description disapproves, condemns — a
more soberly familiarly fault of character

the same behaviour, described along a scale of approval

The denotation barely moves; the judgement moves the whole way. Naming
which word was chosen, from what alternatives, is the analysis
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Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 State why a pattern of diction is stronger evidence than a single word.

2.2 Explain what an extended comparison commits a writer to.
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Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 State why a pattern of diction is stronger evidence than a single word. 2]

2.1

o one word may be chance; a run of terms from one field is a choice and therefore
evidence

2.2 Explain what an extended comparison commits a writer to. 2]

2.2

o to the structure of the comparison, including the roles it assigns to everyone involved
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Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 A paragraph uses “diagnosis
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(a) Name the field of the diction.

symptom” and “remedy” for a social problem.
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Exercise 2.3 (a)

2.3 A paragraph uses “diagnosis
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(a) Name the field of the diction.

(a)

e medical

symptom” and “remedy” for a social problem.
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2.3 A paragraph uses “diagnosis”, “symptom” and “remedy” for a social problem.

(b) State what it invites the reader to assume.
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Exercise 2.3 (b)
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2.3 A paragraph uses “diagnosis”, “symptom” and “remedy” for a social problem.

(b) State what it invites the reader to assume. [1]

(b)

o that the problem has a technical cause and an expert remedy, rather than being a
matter of contested values
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Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 Describing a policy as a “treatment” positions the public as

D A doctors

B patients
C observers
D legislators

3.2 Device-spotting becomes analysis when it is linked to

D A sentence length
B the writer’s purpose and its effect on the reader

C the date
D the number of devices
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Exercises 3.1-3.2

3.1 Describing a policy as a “treatment” positions the public as 1]
D A doctors
B patients

C observers
D legislators

3.1B

o the metaphor’s structure assigns the passive role to the public

3.2 Device-spotting becomes analysis when it is linked to 1]

D A sentence length
B the writer’s purpose and its effect on the reader

C the date
D the number of devices

3.2 B

o effect on the reader, tied to purpose, is what makes it analysis
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A passage uses three short declarative sentences and then one long qualifying sentence.

(a) Describe the pattern. [1]
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A passage uses three short declarative sentences and then one long qualifying sentence.

(a) Describe the pattern. [1]

(a)

e short declaratives establishing points, then a long sentence qualifying them
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3.3 A passage uses three short declarative sentences and then one long qualifying sentence.

(b) Explain its likely effect. 2]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A passage uses three short declarative sentences and then one long qualifying sentence.

(b) Explain its likely effect. 2]

(b)

o the short sentences read as settled fact, so the qualification arrives as a reasonable
adjustment rather than a retreat



