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AP English Language and Composition



Introductions, Conclusions, and Development

What we will cover

1 Introductions and Conclusions in a Text

2 Writing Introductions and Conclusions

3 Identifying the Overarching Thesis

4 Writing a Thesis Statement

5 Recognizing Methods of Development

6 Using Methods of Development



Introductions, Conclusions, and Development
Recognizing Methods of Development

Five methods, and the job each is right for, in detail
The method What the writer does Reach for it when...

Narration details of real experience,
plus reflection on them

the audience must FEEL the
situation before judging it

Cause-effect present a cause, assert its
effects - or work backwards

they accept the facts but
not the connection

Compare-contrast state a CATEGORY, then the
similarities and differences

they judge better against
something already familiar

Definition relate the features that
make the thing what it is

they are applying the
wrong standard

Description features and sensory detail abstraction is the obstacle
- they cannot see it

The right-hand column is the decision. The method follows from what the audience needs, not from the topic.

Developing through definition or description : writers relate the
characteristics, features, or sensory details of a subject.



Introductions, Conclusions, and Development
Using Methods of Development

Using Methods of Development

The choice is rhetorical. Ask what the audience needs before they will accept your
claim:

They need to see it, and abstraction is the obstacle: description.
They accept the facts but not the connection: cause-effect.
They are applying the wrong standard: definition.
They will judge better against something familiar: comparison-contrast.
They need to feel the situation: narration.



AP English Language and Composition

Exercises 2.1·2.2

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION • EXERCISE SHEET

4.1 Components of the rhetorical
situation

Name: Class: Date: Total: 11 marks

Objective
Build the skills to use the rhetorical situation to explain a writer’s structural choices.

You must be able to:

• explain how audience shapes where an argument begins
• explain how purpose shapes what is emphasised at the end
• link a structural choice to a component of the situation
• avoid explaining structure by the subject alone

1 Key knowledge and worked examples
Study these first. Each one shows the method for a task used later.

Where an argument begins
A hostile audience is met on common ground; a sympathetic one can be addressed
directly. Opening choice is therefore evidence about audience, and can be cited as
such.

What the ending emphasises
Purpose decides the last thing a reader is left with. An argument for action ends on
what to do; one for a change of view ends on the view.

Linking structure to situation
“He opens with the objection because his audience holds it” is analysis. “He opens
with the objection because objections are important” is not: the second explains
nothing about this text.

2 Practice
2.1 State what an opening on common ground suggests about the audience. [2]

AP English Language and Composition • 4.1 Components of the rhetorical situation 1
2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]

2.3 A speech ends with a specific instruction rather than a reflection.

(a) State what this suggests about purpose. [1]

(b) State how you would cite it as evidence. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A writer who opens by stating the opposing view most likely faces [1]

A a sympathetic audience
B an audience that holds that view
C no audience
D a specialist audience

3.2 Which is analysis rather than description? [1]

A He ends with a call to action.
B Endings are important in speeches.
C He ends with a call to action because his purpose is to produce a decision, not
a change of mind.
D The final paragraph is short.

3.3 A letter to a professional body begins with technical detail; a letter to the public on
the same issue begins with a case.

(a) State the component of the situation that explains the difference. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]

AP English Language and Composition • 4.1 Components of the rhetorical situation 2



AP English Language and Composition

Exercises 2.1·2.2

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION • EXERCISE SHEET

4.1 Components of the rhetorical
situation

Name: Class: Date: Total: 11 marks

Objective
Build the skills to use the rhetorical situation to explain a writer’s structural choices.

You must be able to:

• explain how audience shapes where an argument begins
• explain how purpose shapes what is emphasised at the end
• link a structural choice to a component of the situation
• avoid explaining structure by the subject alone

1 Key knowledge and worked examples
Study these first. Each one shows the method for a task used later.

Where an argument begins
A hostile audience is met on common ground; a sympathetic one can be addressed
directly. Opening choice is therefore evidence about audience, and can be cited as
such.

What the ending emphasises
Purpose decides the last thing a reader is left with. An argument for action ends on
what to do; one for a change of view ends on the view.

Linking structure to situation
“He opens with the objection because his audience holds it” is analysis. “He opens
with the objection because objections are important” is not: the second explains
nothing about this text.

2 Practice
2.1 State what an opening on common ground suggests about the audience. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• that they may be resistant, so agreement must be secured before the difficult claim

2.2

• purpose: it decides what the reader is left with – an action or a view

2.3

(a)

• the purpose is to produce a decision or action

(b)

• quote the closing sentence and state the inference it supports

3.1 B

• the opposing view is met first because the audience holds it

3.2 C

• it links the choice to this writer’s purpose

3.3

(a)

• audience

(b)

• the professional body shares the technical background so detail persuades directly,
while the public needs a concrete case before any detail can mean anything
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2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]

2.3 A speech ends with a specific instruction rather than a reflection.

(a) State what this suggests about purpose. [1]

(b) State how you would cite it as evidence. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A writer who opens by stating the opposing view most likely faces [1]

A a sympathetic audience
B an audience that holds that view
C no audience
D a specialist audience

3.2 Which is analysis rather than description? [1]

A He ends with a call to action.
B Endings are important in speeches.
C He ends with a call to action because his purpose is to produce a decision, not
a change of mind.
D The final paragraph is short.

3.3 A letter to a professional body begins with technical detail; a letter to the public on
the same issue begins with a case.

(a) State the component of the situation that explains the difference. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]
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AP English Language and Composition

Exercise 2.3 (a)
2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]

2.3 A speech ends with a specific instruction rather than a reflection.

(a) State what this suggests about purpose. [1]

(b) State how you would cite it as evidence. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A writer who opens by stating the opposing view most likely faces [1]

A a sympathetic audience
B an audience that holds that view
C no audience
D a specialist audience

3.2 Which is analysis rather than description? [1]

A He ends with a call to action.
B Endings are important in speeches.
C He ends with a call to action because his purpose is to produce a decision, not
a change of mind.
D The final paragraph is short.

3.3 A letter to a professional body begins with technical detail; a letter to the public on
the same issue begins with a case.

(a) State the component of the situation that explains the difference. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]
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AP English Language and Composition

Exercise 2.3 (a)
2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]

2.3 A speech ends with a specific instruction rather than a reflection.

(a) State what this suggests about purpose. [1]

(b) State how you would cite it as evidence. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A writer who opens by stating the opposing view most likely faces [1]

A a sympathetic audience
B an audience that holds that view
C no audience
D a specialist audience

3.2 Which is analysis rather than description? [1]

A He ends with a call to action.
B Endings are important in speeches.
C He ends with a call to action because his purpose is to produce a decision, not
a change of mind.
D The final paragraph is short.

3.3 A letter to a professional body begins with technical detail; a letter to the public on
the same issue begins with a case.

(a) State the component of the situation that explains the difference. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]
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2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]

2.3 A speech ends with a specific instruction rather than a reflection.
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• that they may be resistant, so agreement must be secured before the difficult claim

2.2

• purpose: it decides what the reader is left with – an action or a view

2.3

(a)

• the purpose is to produce a decision or action

(b)

• quote the closing sentence and state the inference it supports

3.1 B

• the opposing view is met first because the audience holds it

3.2 C

• it links the choice to this writer’s purpose

3.3

(a)

• audience

(b)

• the professional body shares the technical background so detail persuades directly,
while the public needs a concrete case before any detail can mean anything
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AP English Language and Composition

Exercise 2.3 (b)
2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]

2.3 A speech ends with a specific instruction rather than a reflection.

(a) State what this suggests about purpose. [1]

(b) State how you would cite it as evidence. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A writer who opens by stating the opposing view most likely faces [1]

A a sympathetic audience
B an audience that holds that view
C no audience
D a specialist audience

3.2 Which is analysis rather than description? [1]

A He ends with a call to action.
B Endings are important in speeches.
C He ends with a call to action because his purpose is to produce a decision, not
a change of mind.
D The final paragraph is short.

3.3 A letter to a professional body begins with technical detail; a letter to the public on
the same issue begins with a case.

(a) State the component of the situation that explains the difference. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]
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2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]
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AP English Language and Composition

Exercise 2.3 (b)
2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]

2.3 A speech ends with a specific instruction rather than a reflection.

(a) State what this suggests about purpose. [1]

(b) State how you would cite it as evidence. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A writer who opens by stating the opposing view most likely faces [1]

A a sympathetic audience
B an audience that holds that view
C no audience
D a specialist audience

3.2 Which is analysis rather than description? [1]

A He ends with a call to action.
B Endings are important in speeches.
C He ends with a call to action because his purpose is to produce a decision, not
a change of mind.
D The final paragraph is short.

3.3 A letter to a professional body begins with technical detail; a letter to the public on
the same issue begins with a case.

(a) State the component of the situation that explains the difference. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• that they may be resistant, so agreement must be secured before the difficult claim

2.2

• purpose: it decides what the reader is left with – an action or a view

2.3

(a)

• the purpose is to produce a decision or action

(b)

• quote the closing sentence and state the inference it supports

3.1 B

• the opposing view is met first because the audience holds it

3.2 C

• it links the choice to this writer’s purpose

3.3

(a)

• audience

(b)

• the professional body shares the technical background so detail persuades directly,
while the public needs a concrete case before any detail can mean anything
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AP English Language and Composition

Exercises 3.1·3.2

2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]

2.3 A speech ends with a specific instruction rather than a reflection.

(a) State what this suggests about purpose. [1]

(b) State how you would cite it as evidence. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A writer who opens by stating the opposing view most likely faces [1]

A a sympathetic audience
B an audience that holds that view
C no audience
D a specialist audience

3.2 Which is analysis rather than description? [1]

A He ends with a call to action.
B Endings are important in speeches.
C He ends with a call to action because his purpose is to produce a decision, not
a change of mind.
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3.3 A letter to a professional body begins with technical detail; a letter to the public on
the same issue begins with a case.
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AP English Language and Composition

Exercises 3.1·3.2

2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]
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AP English Language and Composition

Exercise 3.3 (a)

2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]

2.3 A speech ends with a specific instruction rather than a reflection.

(a) State what this suggests about purpose. [1]

(b) State how you would cite it as evidence. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A writer who opens by stating the opposing view most likely faces [1]

A a sympathetic audience
B an audience that holds that view
C no audience
D a specialist audience

3.2 Which is analysis rather than description? [1]

A He ends with a call to action.
B Endings are important in speeches.
C He ends with a call to action because his purpose is to produce a decision, not
a change of mind.
D The final paragraph is short.

3.3 A letter to a professional body begins with technical detail; a letter to the public on
the same issue begins with a case.

(a) State the component of the situation that explains the difference. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]
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AP English Language and Composition

Exercise 3.3 (a)

2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]

2.3 A speech ends with a specific instruction rather than a reflection.

(a) State what this suggests about purpose. [1]

(b) State how you would cite it as evidence. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A writer who opens by stating the opposing view most likely faces [1]

A a sympathetic audience
B an audience that holds that view
C no audience
D a specialist audience

3.2 Which is analysis rather than description? [1]

A He ends with a call to action.
B Endings are important in speeches.
C He ends with a call to action because his purpose is to produce a decision, not
a change of mind.
D The final paragraph is short.

3.3 A letter to a professional body begins with technical detail; a letter to the public on
the same issue begins with a case.

(a) State the component of the situation that explains the difference. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]
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B an audience that holds that view
C no audience
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A He ends with a call to action.
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C He ends with a call to action because his purpose is to produce a decision, not
a change of mind.
D The final paragraph is short.
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• that they may be resistant, so agreement must be secured before the difficult claim

2.2

• purpose: it decides what the reader is left with – an action or a view

2.3

(a)

• the purpose is to produce a decision or action
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• quote the closing sentence and state the inference it supports
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• the opposing view is met first because the audience holds it
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while the public needs a concrete case before any detail can mean anything

AP English Language and Composition • 4.1 Components of the rhetorical situation 3



AP English Language and Composition

Exercise 3.3 (b)

2.2 State what the ending of an argument is shaped by. [2]

2.3 A speech ends with a specific instruction rather than a reflection.

(a) State what this suggests about purpose. [1]

(b) State how you would cite it as evidence. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 A writer who opens by stating the opposing view most likely faces [1]

A a sympathetic audience
B an audience that holds that view
C no audience
D a specialist audience

3.2 Which is analysis rather than description? [1]

A He ends with a call to action.
B Endings are important in speeches.
C He ends with a call to action because his purpose is to produce a decision, not
a change of mind.
D The final paragraph is short.

3.3 A letter to a professional body begins with technical detail; a letter to the public on
the same issue begins with a case.

(a) State the component of the situation that explains the difference. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]
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the same issue begins with a case.

(a) State the component of the situation that explains the difference. [1]

(b) Explain the reasoning. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• that they may be resistant, so agreement must be secured before the difficult claim

2.2

• purpose: it decides what the reader is left with – an action or a view

2.3

(a)

• the purpose is to produce a decision or action

(b)

• quote the closing sentence and state the inference it supports

3.1 B

• the opposing view is met first because the audience holds it

3.2 C

• it links the choice to this writer’s purpose

3.3

(a)

• audience

(b)

• the professional body shares the technical background so detail persuades directly,
while the public needs a concrete case before any detail can mean anything
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