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Line of Reasoning and Methods of Development
Developing a Line of Reasoning and Commentary

Developing a Line of Reasoning and Commentary

For your own essays, the useful discipline is to
decide the order of your claims before writing
any of them. An essay whose paragraphs could
be shuffled without loss has no line of
reasoning – it has a list.

Test a draft by asking of each
paragraph: why does this come
after the one before it? If the
only answer is ”it is another
thing I know about the topic”,
the structure is a list and the
reasoning point is at risk.



Line of Reasoning and Methods of Development
Developing a Line of Reasoning and Commentary

Commentary, in four rungs

Developing through narration : writers offer details about real-life
experiences and reflections on them.
Developing through cause-effect : writers present a cause, then assert the
effects or consequences of that cause - or begin from an effect and trace it back.



Commentary, in four rungs, in detail

1 · THE EVIDENCE

2 · WHAT IT SAYS

3 · HOW IT WORKS

4 · WHY IT MATTERS

the quotation or detail, embedded in your sentence

paraphrase it once, in your own words

name the move — the word chosen, the comparison,
the shift

say what it does to your claim — the rung that is
nearly always missing

Developing through cause-effect : writers present a cause, then assert
the effects or consequences of that cause - or begin from an effect and trace it
back.



AP English Language and Composition

Exercises 2.1·2.2

2 Practice
2.1 State the question to ask of each claim when ordering an argument. [2]

2.2 State where a concession does most work and why. [2]

2.3 An essay’s three paragraphs each defend a separate point with no connection.

(a) Name the weakness. [1]

(b) State one fix. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The reasoning between paragraphs is usually carried by [1]

A the topic sentence alone
B the last sentence of one and the first of the next
C the thesis
D the title

3.2 Placing a concession at the very end of an argument tends to read as [1]

A decisive
B a retreat
C a thesis
D an introduction
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Exercises 2.1·2.2

2 Practice
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• what must the reader already accept for this claim to land; the answers give the order

2.2

• immediately before the claim the objection would damage, so the objection is answered
before it can interrupt

2.3

(a)

• there is no line of reasoning – the paragraphs do not build

(b)

• reorder them so each depends on the last, and connect them with linking commentary

3.1 B

• those two sentences are where one claim hands over to the next

3.2 B

• a late concession undoes the case just made

3.3

(a)

• a workable dependent order, e.g. congestion imposes real costs
• those costs fall unevenly
• pricing is the fairest available remedy

(b)

• a concession named and placed before the claim it protects, with a reason
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Exercise 2.3 (a)

2 Practice
2.1 State the question to ask of each claim when ordering an argument. [2]
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• what must the reader already accept for this claim to land; the answers give the order

2.2

• immediately before the claim the objection would damage, so the objection is answered
before it can interrupt

2.3

(a)

• there is no line of reasoning – the paragraphs do not build

(b)

• reorder them so each depends on the last, and connect them with linking commentary

3.1 B

• those two sentences are where one claim hands over to the next

3.2 B

• a late concession undoes the case just made

3.3

(a)
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• pricing is the fairest available remedy
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2 Practice
2.1 State the question to ask of each claim when ordering an argument. [2]

2.2 State where a concession does most work and why. [2]

2.3 An essay’s three paragraphs each defend a separate point with no connection.

(a) Name the weakness. [1]

(b) State one fix. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The reasoning between paragraphs is usually carried by [1]

A the topic sentence alone
B the last sentence of one and the first of the next
C the thesis
D the title

3.2 Placing a concession at the very end of an argument tends to read as [1]
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B a retreat
C a thesis
D an introduction
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Exercise 2.3 (b)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• what must the reader already accept for this claim to land; the answers give the order

2.2

• immediately before the claim the objection would damage, so the objection is answered
before it can interrupt

2.3

(a)

• there is no line of reasoning – the paragraphs do not build

(b)

• reorder them so each depends on the last, and connect them with linking commentary

3.1 B

• those two sentences are where one claim hands over to the next

3.2 B

• a late concession undoes the case just made

3.3

(a)

• a workable dependent order, e.g. congestion imposes real costs
• those costs fall unevenly
• pricing is the fairest available remedy

(b)

• a concession named and placed before the claim it protects, with a reason
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 Plan a three-claim line of reasoning for: “Cities should charge for road use at peak
times.”

(a) List the three claims in order. [2]

(b) State where you would concede and why. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (a)
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 Plan a three-claim line of reasoning for: “Cities should charge for road use at peak
times.”

(a) List the three claims in order. [2]

(b) State where you would concede and why. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)
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Solutions
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2.2

• immediately before the claim the objection would damage, so the objection is answered
before it can interrupt

2.3

(a)

• there is no line of reasoning – the paragraphs do not build

(b)

• reorder them so each depends on the last, and connect them with linking commentary

3.1 B

• those two sentences are where one claim hands over to the next

3.2 B

• a late concession undoes the case just made

3.3

(a)

• a workable dependent order, e.g. congestion imposes real costs
• those costs fall unevenly
• pricing is the fairest available remedy

(b)

• a concession named and placed before the claim it protects, with a reason

AP English Language and Composition • 3.4 Developing a line of reasoning and commentary 4


