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AP® Biology 2022 Free-Response Questions

1. The binding of an extracellular ligand to a G protein-coupled receptor in the plasma membrane of a cell
triggers intracellular signaling (Figure 1, A). After ligand binding, GTP replaces the GDP that is bound to
Gsa, a subunit of the G protein (Figure 1, B). This causes Gsa to activate other cellular proteins, including
adenylyl cyclase that converts ATP to cyclic AMP (cAMP). The cAMP activates protein kinases
(Figure 1, C). In cells that line the small intestine, a cAMP-activated protein kinase causes further signaling
that ultimately results in the secretion of chloride ions (Cl

−) from the cells. Under normal conditions, Gsa

hydrolyzes GTP to GDP, thus inactivating adenylyl cyclase and stopping the signal (Figure 1, A).

Figure 1. Under normal conditions, ligand binding to a G protein-coupled 
receptor results in chloride ion transport from an intestinal cell. 

Individuals infected with the bacterium Vibrio cholerae experience severe loss of water from the body 
(dehydration). This is due to the effects of the bacterial cholera toxin that enters intestinal cells. Scientists 
studied the effects of cholera toxin on four samples of isolated intestinal cell membranes containing the 
G protein-related signal transduction components shown in Figure 1. GTP was added to samples II and IV
only; cholera toxin was added to samples III and IV only. The scientists then measured the amount of cAMP

produced by the adenylyl cyclase in each sample (Table 1). 
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TABLE 1. AMOUNT OF cAMP PRODUCED FROM INTESTINAL CELL MEMBRANES IN THE ABSENCE 
OR PRESENCE OF CHOLERA TOXIN 

Sample GTP Cholera Toxin 

Rate of cAMP Production 
(pmol per mg adenylyl 

cyclase per min) 

I − − 0.5 

II + − 10.0 

III − + 0.5 

IV + + 127.0 

present, +; absent, − 

(a) Describe one characteristic of a membrane that requires a channel be present for chloride ions to passively
cross the membrane. Explain why the movement of chloride ions out of intestinal cells leads to water loss.

(b) Identify an independent variable in the experiment. Identify a negative control in the experiment. Justify
why the scientists included Sample III as a control treatment in the experiment.

(c) Based on the data, describe the effect of cholera toxin on the synthesis of cAMP. Calculate the percent
change in the rate of cAMP production due to the presence of cholera toxin in sample IV compared with
sample II.

(d) A drug is designed to bind to cholera toxin before it crosses the intestinal cell membrane. Scientists mix the
drug with cholera toxin and then add this mixture and GTP to a sample of intestinal cell membranes.
Predict the rate of cAMP production in pmol per mg adenylyl cyclase per min if the drug binds to all of
the toxin. In a separate experiment, scientists engineer a mutant adenylyl cyclase that cannot be activated by
Gsa. The scientists claim that cholera toxin will not cause excessive water loss from whole intestinal cells
that contain the mutant adenylyl cyclase. Justify this claim.

Write your responses to this question only on the designated pages in the separate Free Response booklet. 
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2. A student studying two different aquatic, plant-eating, unicellular protist species (species A and B) designed
an experiment to investigate the ecological relationship between the two species (Table 1).

TABLE 1. EXPERIMENTAL TREATMENT GROUPS 

Group I. Species A and B are each grown in separate containers. 

 Group II. Species A and B are grown together in the same container. 

In treatment group I, the student placed 10 individuals of species A into a container with liquid growth medium 
and 10 individuals of species B into a separate container with an equal amount of the same liquid growth 
medium. In treatment group II, the student placed 5 individuals of each species into a single container with the 
liquid growth medium. The student then maintained the containers under the same environmental conditions and 
recorded the number of individuals in each population at various time points. The results are shown in Table 2. 

TABLE 2. NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS IN EACH PROTIST POPULATION   
IN BOTH TREATMENT GROUPS  

Group I. Grown Separately Group II. Grown Together 

 Time (h) Species A  Species B  Species A  Species B 

 0 10  10 5 5 

10 100  50 45 20 

20 400 200  100 50 

30 1100 500  250 25 

40 1400 650  525 20 

50 1500 700  900 10 

60 1500 700  1250 0 

70 1500 700  1400 0 

(a) The growth curves for species B in group I and for species A in group II (shaded columns) have been plotted
on the template. Use the template to complete  an appropriately labeled line graph to illustrate  the growth of
species A in treatment group I and species B in treatment group II (unshaded columns).

(b) As shown in the table, the student established treatment group II with 5 individuals of each species. Provide
reasoning for the reduced initial population sizes.

(c) The student claims that species A and B compete for the same food source. Provide TWO pieces of
evidence from the data that support the student’s claim.

(d) Predict TWO factors that will most likely limit the population growth of species A in treatment group I.

(e) Many protists contain an organelle called a contractile vacuole that pumps water out of the cell. The student
repeated the experiment using a growth medium with a lower solute concentration. Predict how the activity
of the contractile vacuole will change under the new experimental conditions. Justify your prediction.
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TABLE 1. CHANGES IN MORNING GLORY PETAL CELLS DURING FLOWER OPENING 

BUD OPEN FLOWER

Vacuole pH 6.6 7.7 

Flower Color Red Blue 

Cell Volume Small Large 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 8. The petal color of the Mexican morning glory (Ipomoea tricolor) changes from red to blue, and the petal cells
swell during flower opening. The pigment heavenly blue anthocyanin is found in the vacuole of petal cells. Petal
color is determined by the pH of the vacuole. A model of a morning glory petal cell before and after flower
opening is shown in Table 1. 

(a) Identify the cellular component in the model that is responsible for the increase in the pH of the vacuole
during flower opening AND describe the component’s role in changing the pH of the vacuole.

(b) A researcher claims that the activation of the K+/H+ transport protein causes the vacuole to swell with water.
Provide reasoning to support the researcher’s claim. 

STOP  
 

END OF EXAM 
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Figure 1. Cellular response to infection by pathogenic bacteria 

2. Some pathogenic bacteria enter cells, replicate, and spread to other cells, causing illness in the host organism. 
Host cells respond to these infections in a number of ways, one of which involves activating particular enzymatic 
pathways (Figure 1). Cells normally produce a steady supply of inactive caspase-1 protein. In response to 
intracellular pathogens, the inactive caspase-1 is cleaved and forms an active caspase-1 (step 1). Active 
caspase-1 can cleave two other proteins. When caspase-1 cleaves an inactive interleukin (step 2), the active 
portion of the interleukin is released from the cell. An interleukin is a signaling molecule that can activate the 
immune response. When caspase-1 cleaves gasdermin (step 3), the N-terminal portions of several gasdermin 
proteins associate in the cell membrane to form large, nonspecific pores. 

Researchers created the model in Figure 1 using data from cell fractionation studies. In the experiments, various 
parts of the cell were separated into fractions by mechanical and chemical methods. Specific proteins known to 
be located in different parts of the cell were used as markers to determine the location of other proteins. The 
table below shows the presence of known proteins in  specific cellular fractions. 
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GAPDH 

(glycolytic 
protein) 

 

NF-kB 
(Immune 
response 
protein) 

Aconitase

(Krebs cycle 
protein)  

 DNA 
polymerase 

Sodium-
potassium 
pump 

Whole cell sample

Fraction 1

Fraction 2

Fraction 3 

Fraction 4

  + + + + +

 + 

 + + 

+ + 

  + 

+ = presence of protein 

CELL FRACTIONS CONTAINING DIFFERENT CELLULAR PROTEINS  
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(a) Describe the effect of inhibiting step 3 on the formation of pores AND on the release of interleukin from
the cell. 

 

(b) Make a claim about how cleaving inactive caspase-1 results in activation of caspase-1. A student claims 
that preinfection production of inactive precursors shortens the response time of a cell to a bacterial 
infection. Provide ONE reason to support the student’s claim. 

(c) A student claims that the NF-kB protein is located in the cytoplasm until the protein is needed for 
transcription. Justify the student’s claim with evidence. Identify  TWO fractions where N-terminal 
gasdermin would be found in cells infected with pathogenic bacteria. 

(d) Describe the most likely effect of gasdermin pore formation on water balance in the cell in a hypotonic 
environment. 

(e) Explain how gasdermin pore formation AND interleukin release contribute to an organism’s defense against 
a bacterial pathogen. 
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BIOLOGY 
Section II 

8 Questions 
Total Time—90 minutes 

Reading Period—10 minutes 
Writing Period—80 minutes 

Directions: Questions 1 and 2 are long free-response questions that require about 22 minutes each to answer and are 
worth 10 points each. Questions 3–8 are short free-response questions that require about 6 minutes each to answer. 
Questions 3–5 are worth 4 points each and questions 6–8 are worth 3 points each.  

Read each question carefully and completely. You are advised to spend the 10-minute reading period planning your 
answers. You may begin writing your responses before the reading period is over. Write your response in the space 
provided for each question. Only material written in the space provided will be scored. Answers must be written out 
in paragraph form. Outlines, bulleted lists, or diagrams alone are not acceptable. 

Figure 1. Sampling sites of marine mussels at various locations (1–8) in Long Island Sound and the 
Atlantic Ocean 

TABLE 1. PERCENT OF INDIVIDUALS POSSESSING lap94 ALLELE 

 Long Island Sound Atlantic Ocean 

Site 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

lap94 frequency (%) 13 16 25 37 55 59 59 59

Salinity Low  High High
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(LAPs) are found in all living organisms and have been associated with the response of 
the marine mussel, Mytilus edulis, to changes in salinity. LAPs are enzymes that remove N-terminal amino acids 
from proteins and release the free amino acids into the cytosol. To investigate the evolution of LAPs in wild 
populations of M. edulis, researchers sampled adult mussels from several different locations along a part of the 
northeast coast of the United States, as shown in Figure 1. The researchers then determined the percent of 
individuals possessing a particular lap allele, lap94, in mussels from each sample site (table 1). 

(a) On the axes provided, construct an appropriately labeled bar graph to illustrate the observed frequencies of 
the lap94 allele in the study populations. 

(b) Based on the data, describe the most likely effect of salinity on the frequency of the lap94 
allele in the 

marine mussel populations in Long Island Sound. Predict the likely lap94 allele frequency at a sampling site 
between site 1 and site 2 in Long Island Sound. 

(c) Describe the most likely effect of LAP94 activity on the osmolarity of the cytosol. Describe the function of 
LAP94 in maintaining water balance in the mussels living in the Atlantic Ocean. 

(d) Marine mussel larvae are evenly dispersed throughout the study area by water movement. As larvae mature, 
they attach to the rocks in the water. Explain the differences in lap94 allele frequency among adult mussel 
populations at the sample sites despite the dispersal of larvae throughout the entire study area. Predict the 
likely effect on distribution of mussels in Long Island Sound if the lap94 allele was found in all of the 
mussels in the population. Justify your prediction. 
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