Present: Communication and the AP
Portfolio

AP 2-D Art and Design

The AP 2-D Art and Design Portfolio

Big Idea 3 is about presenting your work. The AP exam is a portfolio {E i —mot a
written test. It has two sections, both submitted digitally.

Sustained Investigation Selected Works

15 images + written evidence 5 works + written info

both submitted as digital images - scored against the guidelines

The portfolio is a 15-image Sustained Investigation plus 5 Selected Works, submitted as
digital images

o The Sustained Investigation $FZE£5T section: 15 images showing inquiry, prac-
tice, experimentation, and revision, plus written evidence.

e The Selected Works 5% 1E i section: 5 works that best show your 2-D skills,
with written information.

o Works may be physical or digital, but all are submitted as digital images. There is
no timed exam —the portfolio is built across the whole course.

Sustained Investigation: Images and Written
Evidence

The Sustained Investigation is judged on the inquiry and the practice, experimenta-
tion, and revision it shows.

e Submit 15 images —works and process documentation that show the investigation
over time.

o Provide written evidence FfE#1£}: identify the guiding questions 5|54 7] i,
and describe how the work shows practice, experimentation, and revision.
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o Images should tell the story of the inquiry, not just show finished pieces. Detail and
in-progress shots are allowed.

Selected Works: Demonstrating Skills

The Selected Works section shows your best evidence of 2-D skills — 47 and syn-
thesis of materials, processes, and ideas.

e Submit 5 works (physical or digital) as high-quality images.
o For each, give the materials, processes, and ideas used, plus the size.

e These works are judged mainly on the skilful use of the elements and principles; they
need not belong to the sustained investigation.

Writing About Your Work

Writing communicates your inquiry, processes, and ideas to viewers who cannot ask
you questions.

o Written evidence must fit within the College Board character limits SZZ{[R fil—be
concise and specific.

» State the guiding question(s) of the sustained investigation clearly.

e Describe how the work shows practice, experimentation, and revision —use evidence,
not vague claims.

Presentation and Image Quality

How work is presented affects how viewers interpret it —image quality is part of the
grade.

o Photograph work with even lighting, sharp focus, true colour, and no distracting
background.

« Crop to the work; avoid glare, shadows, and tilted edges (keystoning B2 R EL).

 Follow the required file formats and sizes; keep resolution 43#{3% high. Poor images
can hide real skill.

Understanding the Scoring Guidelines

Both sections are scored against published scoring guidelines £/} #x{fE—knowing them
helps you build the portfolio.

e The Sustained Investigation is scored on inquiry and on evidence of practice, ex-
perimentation, and revision.

o Selected Works are scored on 2-D skills and the synthesis of materials, processes,
and ideas.

» Readers use visual evidence in the work plus your writing to apply the criteria.
Design your work with the criteria in mind —mnot to a formula.
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Academic Integrity and Citing Sources

Portfolios must be your own work; using others’ work without permission or citation is
a serious violation.

Work based on published or photographic sources 2% 3£ you did not create
must move far beyond duplication and cite FHH 4t the source.

Never present another artist’s work —or an Al-generated image —as your own.

Citing influences shows integrity {5, not weakness. When in doubt, work from
your own photos, observation, and imagination.

Exam tips

Know the two sections: the sustained investigation (15 images) and selected
works (5 works).

Use images for process, not only finished pieces, and name the guiding question
in the writing.

Write specifically and within the character limits —point to visible evidence.
Photograph well: even light, true colour, avoid keystoning, and keep resolution
high.

Keep it your own work: transform any sources far beyond copying and cite them.



