Elements of Art
AP 2-D Art and Design - Vocabulary in context

Word

Example

Cﬁ) elements of art /'elimants v a:t/

Z line /lain/

Contour /kontvs/

NN

gesture /'dzestfs/

©

Implled lines /im'plaid lanz/

shape /fep/

form /form/

Geometric /dsioo'metrik/

Organic /o!'geenik/

O QD & 0O

Positive shape /poutiwferp/

! negative shape /negotwv ferp/

@ Value /'veelju:/

4— value scale /valju: skeil/

Line, shape and colour are elements of art.

The artist used a thick black line to draw the outline.

A contour drawing shows only the outer edge of the
hand.

A quick gesture drawing shows how the dancer
moves.

The eyes of the figures make implied lines that lead
us across the picture.

A circle is a simple flat shape.

Shading turns a circle into the form of a ball.

Squares and circles are geometric shapes.

Leaves and clouds have organic shapes.

The vase is the positive shape in the drawing.

The space between the two faces makes a negative
shape.

Value is how light or dark a colour is.

A value scale goes from white to black in steps.
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Word

Example

':é:‘ highllght /'harlart/

0 midtones /midtsonz/

core shadow /ko: 'fedsv/

@) (P

reflected light /r'flektid larit/

@

cast shadow /kest 'fedov/

Chiaroscuro /tfaworos'skjveras/

®

Colour /kals/

colour wheel /kals witl/

hue /hjuz/

> R ©® @

saturation /setf'rerfn/

O]

Primary /'praimori/

secondary /'sekandori/

&

Complementary /kompl'mentori/

®

neutralise /'njustralarz/

The highlight is the brightest spot.

The midtones sit between the brightest and the
darkest parts.

The core shadow is the darkest part of the object.

Reflected light bounces back into the shadow.

The cast shadow falls on the table.

Caravaggio used chiaroscuro: bright light against
deep shadow.

Colour can make a picture feel happy or sad.

A colour wheel shows how colours relate to each
other.

Red, blue and green are each a different hue.

High saturation makes a colour bright and strong.

Red, yellow and blue are the primary colours in
painting.

Orange, green and purple are secondary colours.

Red and green are complementary colours.

Mix in a little green to neutralise a bright red.
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Word

Example

@ analogous /o'nelages/

é Warm [/worm/

*ﬂ* cool /kul/

Texture /‘tekstfo/

@ Actual (tactile) texture
/'ektfu:al 'tekstfo/

®© Implied (visual) texture
/im'plaid 'tekstfo/

g impasto /im'peaestav/
) Space /spers/

q"o overlapping /sove'lepm/
foreground /'fo:grasnd/

middle ground /'midl gravnd/

B
B
Q background /bzkgravnd/
H

Linear perspective
/'linta pa'spektiv/

° Vanishing pOiIlt /'veenifiy pont/

Blue, blue-green and green are analogous colours:
they sit side by side on the wheel.

Red and orange are warm colours.

Blue and green are cool colours.

The rough bark has a strong texture.

Sand glued onto the canvas gives actual (tactile)
texture that you can feel.

Fine lines give implied (visual) texture that looks
like fur.

Van Gogh used thick impasto that stands up from
the canvas.

The empty space around the figure makes it look
lonely.

Overlapping shapes show which object is in front.

The tree in the foreground looks big and close.

The house sits in the middle ground, behind the
tree.

The figure stands out against a dark background.

Linear perspective makes the road get narrower as
it goes away.

Lines meet at the vanishing point.
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Word Example

(_:7 atmospheric perspective Atmospheric perspective makes distant hills paler.
/ &etmas'ferik pa'spektiv/
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