Exercise walk-through

2.6

Proportion and Scale

AP 2-D Art and Design



Principles of Design

I—Proportion & unity

Proportion and scale

Proportion compares the sizes
of parts within a work (head to body);
scale is size relative to
something else.

Hierarchical scale makes
the most important element the

largest.

Exaggerated or distorted proportion can express emotion. The golden ratio is a
historic guide to pleasing proportions.



The rule of thirds places key elements

Rule of thirds Hierarchical scale

T T —

largest = most important
focal point sits on a third-line intersection

composition hierarchy: larger / higher-contrast shapes read as more
important

The rule of thirds places key elements on the third-lines; hierarchical scale makes
the important element largest



Principles of Design

I—Proportion & unity

Unity with variety

Unity
from repetition, proximity
(grouping), a limited palette

Variety
difference that prevents monotony

The best works achieve unity with
variety — order that still surprises.

Harmony comes from similar
elements. Name the unifying device and
the source of interest.



AP 2-D Art and Design

Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 Making a figure tiny beside a huge object is a deliberate use of

D A proportion within the figure
B scale
C texture

D analogous colour

2.2 State the difference between proportion and scale.



AP 2-D Art and Design

Exercises 2.1:2.2

2.1 Making a figure tiny beside a huge object is a deliberate use of 1]
D A proportion within the figure

B scale

C texture

D analogous colour

2.1B

e size relative to surroundings/whole = scale

2.2 State the difference between proportion and scale. 2]

2.2

e proportion = size relationships among parts within the work; scale = overall size
relative to the real world or composition



AP 2-D Art and Design

Exercise 2.3

2.3 State one effect of using unexpected scale.

3 Studio & portfolio tasks

3.1 Do a proportion study.

(a) Sketch a face or figure using measured proportions (e.g. head-lengths).

3.2 Use scale expressively.
(a) Thumbnail a scene with a deliberately surprising scale.

(b) Write one sentence on the meaning the scale creates.



AP 2-D Art and Design

Exercise 2.3

Full solution on next slide

2.3 State one effect of using unexpected scale.

3 Studio & portfolio tasks
3.1 Do a proportion study.

(a) Sketch a face or figure using measured proportions (e.g. head-lengths).

3.2 Use scale expressively.
(a) Thumbnail a scene with a deliberately surprising scale.

(b) Write one sentence on the meaning the scale creates.

2.3
o surprise, drama, emphasis, or added meaning

3.1
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Full solution 2.3

2.3
e surprise, drama, emphasis, or added meaning
3.1

e Look for: parts measured against a unit (head-length) (1); relative sizes read as
believable (2)

3.2

o Look for: scale is clearly and intentionally exaggerated (2); the stated meaning
matches the effect (1)



