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20 A spring is fixed at one end. The length L of the spring is increased by applying a tensile force F 
to the other end. 

 
The graph shows the variation of L with F. 
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What is the elastic potential energy of the spring when F is 6.0 N? 

A 0.12 J B 0.24 J C 0.36 J D 0.60 J 
 
 
21 A wire has an unstretched length of 2.00 m. 
 

A stress of 1.6  105
 Pa is applied to the wire, and the new length of the wire is 2.10 m. 

 
The wire obeys Hooke’s law. 

 
What is the Young modulus of the wire? 

A 8.0  103
 Pa B 7.8  104

 Pa C 1.5  105
 Pa D 3.2  106

 Pa 
 
 
22 What are the SI base units of stress? 

A kg m s–2 B kg m–1
 s–2 C kg m–2

 s–2 D kg m–3
 s–2 
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21 A platform is supported by a spring. A box is placed onto the platform. The diagram shows the 
spring before and after the box is placed onto it. 

 

x

before

spring

after

box

 
 

What is the term for the quantity marked as x? 

A compression 

B load 

C strain 

D stress 
 
 
22 A copper wire has length 1.7 m and uniform diameter 0.64 mm. 
 

The Young modulus of copper is 1.2  1011
 Pa. 

 
What is the spring constant of the wire? 

A 2.3  104
 N m–1 

B 9.1  104
 N m–1 

C 4.5  107
 N m–1 

D 7.1  107
 N m–1 

 
 
23 The graph shows how the extension of a spring varies with the force used to stretch it. 
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What is the elastic potential energy of the spring when the extension is 4.0 cm? 

A 60 J B 120 J C 600 J D 1200 J 
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10 20 30

2.0

4.0

extension / cm

force / kN

0
0

 
 

What is the elastic potential energy of the spring when the extension is 4.0 cm? 

A 60 J B 120 J C 600 J D 1200 J 
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18 The total energy supplied to an electric motor is E. Energy Q is wasted and the remaining energy 
does useful work. 

 
What is the efficiency of the motor? 
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E
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

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E
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19 An object travels between two points. The change in gravitational potential energy Ep of the 

object is given by 
 

Ep = mgh 
 

where m is the mass of the object, h is its change in height and g is the acceleration of free fall. 
 

What is a necessary condition in order for the above equation to be valid? 

A The object must have a constant acceleration of 9.81 m s–2. 

B The object must be travelling in a uniform gravitational field. 

C The object must be travelling only in a vertical direction. 

D The resultant force on the object must be equal to its weight. 
 
 
20 A cylindrical steel rod with negligible weight has a diameter of 1.5 cm and a length of 5.2 cm. 
 

The rod is firmly attached at the top end. 
 

The rod is firmly attached to a machine at the other end that applies a constant force of 363 N to 
the rod. 

 
This causes the rod to extend to a length of 7.4 cm and to have a minimum diameter of 0.60 cm in 
the position shown. 

 
unextended rod

5.2 cm

1.5 cm

extended rod

7.4 cm
minimum
diameter
of 0.60 cm

 
 

What is the maximum stress acting on the steel rod when the length is 7.4 cm? 

A 2.1  106
 Pa B 3.2  106

 Pa C 5.7  106
 Pa D 1.3  107

 Pa 
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21 The graph shows the variation in extension with force for a sample of rubber. 
 

force

extension0
0

force is
applied

force is
removed

 
 

The top line shows the variation in extension as a force is applied. 
 

The bottom line shows the variation in extension as the force is removed. 
 

What is represented by the area between the two lines? 

A the work done as the force is applied 

B the work done as the force is applied minus the work done as the force is removed 

C the work done as the force is removed 

D the work done as the force is removed plus the work done as the force is applied 
 
 
22 Two identical springs have the same spring constant k. The springs are connected in parallel. 

The length of the unstretched springs is x. 
 

A force F is applied to the spring combination. The length of the springs is now y. 
 

x
y

F  
 

Both springs are deformed within their limits of proportionality. 
 

Which expression gives the elastic potential energy stored in one of the springs? 

A )–(
4
1 xyF  B )–(

2
1 xyF  C 2

4
1 )–( xyk  D k(y – x)2 

 
 
23 Which expression gives the formula for the spring constant? 

A Fx B 2Fx 
2 C 

x
F  D 2x

F  
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3 A wire has length L and cross-sectional area A. The wire is made from a metal that has Young 
modulus E and resistivity ρ.

 (a) Define the Young modulus of a material.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) (i) State an expression, in terms of some or all of L, A, E and ρ, for the resistance R0 of the 
wire.

 R0 =  .........................................................  [1]

  (ii) Show that the spring constant k0 of the wire is given by

k0 = 
EA
L

 .

 [2]

 (c) The wire is stretched, within the limit of proportionality, by a tensile force F. Assume that any 
changes in the cross-sectional area of the wire are negligible.

  (i) On Fig. 3.1, sketch the variation with F of the resistance R of the wire.

0
0

R0

F

R

Fig. 3.1
 [1]
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  (ii) On Fig. 3.2, sketch the variation with F of the spring constant k of the wire.

0
0

k0

F

k

Fig. 3.2
 [1]

 (d) Copper has a resistivity of 1.8 × 10–8 Ω m and a Young modulus of 1.3 × 1011 Pa.

  A copper wire of diameter 1.6 mm has a resistance of 0.034 Ω.

  (i) Show that the length of the wire is 3.8 m.

 [1]

  (ii) Use the equation in (b)(ii) to determine the spring constant of the wire.

 spring constant =  ................................................ N m–1 [2]

 [Total: 9]
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20 A parachutist is falling at constant (terminal) velocity. 
 

Which statement is not correct? 

A Gravitational potential energy is converted into kinetic energy of the air. 

B Gravitational potential energy is converted into kinetic energy of the parachutist. 

C Gravitational potential energy is converted into thermal energy of the air. 

D Gravitational potential energy is converted into thermal energy of the parachutist. 
 
 
21 A student investigates a spring. The variation of the length of the spring with the force applied to 

the spring is shown. 
 

0.60

0.40

0.20

0

length / m

force / N
0 2.4

 
 

What is the spring constant of the spring? 

A 0.17 N m–1 B 0.25 N m–1 C 4.0 N m–1 D 6.0 N m–1 
 
 
22 The graph shows the variation with force of the extension of a wire. 
 

0
0

force

extension
P

Q

R increasing force

force decreasing

 
 

The force is gradually increased to a maximum at Q and then gradually decreased to zero at R. 
 

Which statement is correct? 

A Along the line PQ, the wire obeys Hooke’s law. 

B Along the line RP, the spring constant is equal to .
force

extension  

C The wire has elastic deformation at point Q. 

D The work done in stretching the wire to P is equal to (force  extension) at point P. 
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23 A uniform metal wire of length L and diameter d has spring constant k. 
 

What is the Young modulus of the metal? 

A 
kL
d

4

2  B 
kL
d 2  C 2d

kL


 D 2
4

d
kL


 

 
 
24 An aircraft produces a sound at a frequency of 30.0 Hz. 
 

The speed of sound in air is 330 m s–1. 
 

The aircraft is directly in front of the stationary observer and travels in a straight line towards or 
away from the observer. 

 
The observer hears the sound from the aircraft at a frequency of 20.0 Hz. 

 
What is the speed and direction of the aircraft? 

 
 speed / m s–1 direction 

A 110 away from observer 

B 110 towards observer 

C 165 away from observer 

D 165 towards observer 
 
 
25 Which statement about longitudinal and transverse wave motion for a progressive wave is 

correct? 

A All transverse and longitudinal waves require a medium for propagation. 

B All transverse waves travel at the same speed, but longitudinal waves can travel at different 
speeds. 

C In both transverse waves and longitudinal waves, a particle with zero displacement has a 
maximum speed. 

D In a longitudinal wave there is a net movement of particles in the direction of travel of the 
wave, but there is no net movement of particles in a transverse wave. 

 
 
26 The diagram shows a progressive transverse wave on a stretched string at one instant in time. 
 

One point on the string is labelled X. 
 

Which point on the string is 270° out of phase with X? 
 

A B

C
X

D
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19 A box of mass 4.9 kg is pushed at a constant velocity from point P at the bottom of an inclined 
plane to point Q at the top. 

 
The box is pushed by a force of 64 N acting parallel to the slope. 

 
The slope is inclined at an angle of 20° to the horizontal and the box moves through a vertical 
height of 5.8 m. 

 
Q

P20°

5.8 m

64 N

 
 

What is the work done against the frictional force acting on the block between P and Q? 

A 280 J B 810 J C 960 J D 1100 J 
 
 
20 Which expression gives the efficiency of a system? 

A 
outputenergy  useful
inputenergy  total

 

B 
inputenergy  total

outputenergy  wasted+outputenergy  useful
 

C 
inputenergy  total
outputenergy  useful

 

D 
inputenergy  total
outputenergy  wasted

 

 
 
21 A student has a copper wire and a steel wire with equal lengths and cross-sectional areas. 
 

The student hangs identical loads on the two wires. 
 

The extensions of the two wires are different. 
 

The student calculates the stress, strain and Young modulus of each wire. 
 

Which row identifies with a tick ( ) the calculated values that are equal for both wires? 
 

 stress strain Young modulus 

A    

B    

C    

D    
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