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14 Two forces, each of magnitude F, act in opposite directions on a rod. 
 

F

d

P

F

d

 
 

Each force acts on the rod at a distance d from the pivot P. 
 

What is the torque of this couple about P? 

A 0 B F  d C 2F  d D 2F  2d 
 
 
15 A man of weight 600 N stands with both feet flat on the ground. 
 

What is a reasonable estimate of the pressure exerted on the ground by the weight of the man? 

A 1  100
 Pa B 1  102

 Pa C 1  104
 Pa D 1  106

 Pa 
 
 
16 The formula for the upthrust on a block of wood partially submerged in water is shown. 
 

F =  gV 
 

What do the symbols  and V represent? 
 

  V 

A density of water volume of whole block 

B density of water volume of block below surface of water 

C density of wood volume of whole block 

D density of wood volume of block below surface of water 
 
 
17 An object with a mass of 100 g falls a vertical distance of 10 m. 
 

What is the change in the gravitational potential energy of the object? 

A 1 J B 10 J C 100 J D 10 000 J 
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14 The diagram shows a uniform bar of mass M and length L resting on a pivot at a distance x from 
end X. 

 

x

L

X
 

 
An object of mass m is placed on the bar at distance y from the pivot so that the bar is in 
equilibrium. 

 
What is an expression for y? 

A 
m
xM  B 

m
M (L – x) C 

m
M
2

(L – 2x) D 
m
1 (Lm – xM ) 

 
 
15 The mass and volume of an object are varied. 
 

Which two changes, when made together, must increase the density of the object? 
 

 mass volume 

A decrease decrease 

B decrease increase 

C increase decrease 

D increase increase 
 
 
16 On Earth, a solid object that is fully submerged in a liquid experiences an upthrust UE. 
 

On Mars, the same object, fully submerged in the same liquid, experiences an upthrust UM. 
 

The acceleration of free fall on Mars is 3.7 m s–2. 
 

Assume that the liquid’s density and the object’s volume have the same values on Earth and 
Mars. 

 

What is the ratio 
M

E
?U

U
 

A 0.38 B 1.0 C 2.7 D 3.6 
 
 
17 A student attempts to derive the formula for kinetic energy EK. She begins by considering an 

object of mass m that is initially at rest. A constant force F applied to the object causes it to 
accelerate to final velocity v in displacement s. The kinetic energy gained by the object is equal to 
the work done on the object by the force F. 

 
Which equation does the student not need in order to derive the formula for EK? 

A F = ma B W = Fs C E = Fs2
1  D v 

2 = u 

2 + 2as 
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11 A moving object X collides with a stationary object Y. 
 

The objects separate after the collision. 
 

The collision is perfectly elastic and there are no external forces acting. 
 

Which word equation is not correct? 

A during the collision, (force acting on object X) + (force acting on object Y) = zero 

B (relative speed of approach of X and Y) + (relative speed of separation of X and Y) = zero 

C (total kinetic energy before collision) = (total kinetic energy after collision) 

D (total momentum before collision) = (total momentum after collision) 
 
 
12 The diagram shows a stationary sphere that is just fully submerged in a liquid. The radius of the 

sphere is r and the density of the liquid is . The acceleration of free fall is g. 
 

The air exerts pressure PA on the surface of the liquid. 
 

air

liquid
surface of liquid

sphere
 

 
What is the pressure at the lowest point of the sphere? 

A PA + gr  
3

3
4   

B PA – gr  
3

3
4   

C 2r g + PA 

D 2r g – PA 
 
 

2
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2 (a) (i) Define pressure.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) Explain how hydrostatic pressure results in an upthrust force acting on a solid object 
immersed in a liquid.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

 (b) A small steel ball of radius r and mass m falls vertically at terminal speed v through oil.

  The viscous drag force D that acts on the ball is given by

D = 6πη r v

  where η is a property of the oil called its viscosity.

  (i) On Fig. 2.1, draw labelled arrows from the ball to show the directions of the three forces 
that act on the ball as it falls.

Fig. 2.1
 [3]
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  (ii) Determine the SI base units of η.

 base units  .........................................................  [2]

 (c) The oil in (b) has a density of 920 kg m–3 and a viscosity of 4.7 in SI units.

  The steel ball has a mass of 2.4 × 10–3 kg and a radius of 4.2 × 10–3 m.

  (i) Show that the upthrust force acting on the ball is 2.8 × 10–3 N.

 [1]

  (ii) Determine the terminal speed v of the ball.

 v =  ................................................  m s–1 [3]

 [Total: 12]
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14 A uniform cylinder of weight 25.0 N is suspended from a newton meter. 
 

The cylinder is fully submerged in water, as shown. 
 

The reading on the newton meter is 10.0 N. 
 

newton
meter

cylinder

water

 
 

The water is replaced by a liquid with a density 10% greater than the density of water. The 
cylinder remains fully submerged. 

 
What is the new reading on the newton meter? 

A 8.5 N B 9.0 N C 11.0 N D 11.5 N 
 
 
15 A student balances a 30 cm ruler on a fulcrum set at the 15 cm mark. She then places a 50 g 

mass on the 23 cm mark and a 20 g mass on the 11 cm mark, as shown. 
 

0 7 11 23

20 g 50 g

30
 

 
Which mass should she place on the 7 cm mark to restore the balance? 

A 30 g B 40 g C 47 g D 133 g 
 
 
16 A submarine is at a depth of 130 m below the surface of the sea. 
 

The pressure on the submarine due to the sea water is p. 
 

The submarine sinks to a depth of 260 m below the surface. 
 

Assume that the density of sea water is constant. 
 

What is the difference between the pressures on the submarine due to the sea water at the two 
depths? 

A 0 B 0.5p C p D 2p 
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16 A submarine is at a depth of 130 m below the surface of the sea. 
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14 A wooden block is held stationary in a container of water using a string that is attached to both 
the wooden block and the bottom of the container. 

 

wooden block

string

container

water

 
 

The wooden block has mass m and volume V. The water has density . The acceleration of 
free fall is g. 

 
What is the magnitude of the force acting on the block due to the tension in the string? 

A  gV B mg +  gV C mg D  gV – mg 
 
 
15 A square shop sign of uniform density has mass 2.4 kg and sides of length 0.86 m. 
 

The sign is supported by a hinge along its top edge. 
 

There is friction in the hinge so that the sign hangs from it in equilibrium at an angle of 15° to the 
vertical, as shown. 

 

15°

0.86 msign

hinge

 
 

What is the moment about the hinge of the weight of the sign? 

A 2.6 N m B 4.0 N m C 5.2 N m D 9.8 N m 
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11 A nucleus collides with a stationary nucleus in a vacuum. The diagrams show the paths of the 
nuclei before and after the collision. 

 
No other particles are involved in the collision. 

 
Which diagram is not possible? 

 
A

C

B

D

 
 
 
12 A non-uniform bar PQ has length 50 cm and weight 200 N. 
 

P Q

50 cm

360 N
block

non-uniform bar

 
 

A block of weight 400 N is attached to the top of the bar at its centre. The bar rests on horizontal 
ground. 

 
A vertical force of 360 N is now exerted upwards on the bar at end Q and is just sufficient to lift 
end Q from the ground. 

 
What is the distance from the centre of gravity of the bar to end P? 

A 0.050 m B 0.10 m C 0.25 m D 0.40 m 
 
 
13 What is the definition of density? 

A mass of one cubic metre 

B mass of a unit volume 

C mass per cubic metre 

D mass per unit volume 
 
 A-Level Physics: s25 148 

© UCLES 2025 9702/14/M/J/25  

13 A cylindrical iceberg of height H floats in sea water. The top of the iceberg is at height h above 
the surface of the water. 

 

H

h

sea water

iceberg

 
 

The density of ice is  i and the density of sea water is  w. 
 

What is the height h of the iceberg above the sea water? 

A 









w

i1

 H B 








1

w

i


 H C 

i

w


 H D 

w

i


 H 

 
 
14 In which situation is work done on an object? 

A The object slides with a constant velocity along a horizontal frictionless surface in a vacuum. 

B A person holds the object at arm’s length and at a fixed height above the ground. 

C A person pushes the object up a frictionless ramp. 

D The stationary object floats partially submerged in water. 
 
 
15 An electric motor operating a lift has an output power of 20 kW. 
 

20 m

1500 kg

motor

cable

lift and
passengers

 
 

The lift and passengers have a combined mass of 1500 kg. The motor raises the lift at constant 
speed through a distance of 20 m. 

 
How long does it take? 

A 6 s B 15 s C 30 s D 60 s 
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8 An astronaut of mass m in a spacecraft experiences a gravitational force F = mg when stationary 
on the launchpad. 

 
What is the gravitational force on the astronaut when the spacecraft is launched vertically 
upwards with an acceleration of 0.2g ? 

A 1.2mg B mg C 0.8mg D 0 
 
 
9 The diagram shows a child X of mass 20 kg and a child Y of mass 15 kg seated on a uniform 

plank. 
 

plank
mass 7.0 kg

pivot

child X
mass 20 kg

child Y
mass 15 kg

 
 

The plank has a mass of 7.0 kg and has a pivot at its midpoint. The plank is horizontal and in 
equilibrium. 

 
Which statement about the weight of the plank is correct? 

A The weight of the plank can be considered to be acting at its midpoint. 

B The weight of the plank is causing an anticlockwise moment. 

C The weight of the plank is causing a clockwise moment. 

D The weight of the plank equals the force on the plank from the pivot. 
 
 
10 An object is fully submerged in a liquid. 

A student determines the ratio .
object the of weight

object the on acting upthrust
 

Which single change would double the value of this ratio? 

A Use a different liquid that has twice the density and the same volume as the original liquid. 

B Use a different object that has half the volume and the same density as the original object. 

C Use a different object that has twice the density and the same volume as the original object. 

D Use a different object that has twice the volume and the same density as the original object. 
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1 (a) Define density.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Fig. 1.1 shows a cuboidal glass block.

z

x

y

Fig. 1.1 (not to scale)

  A student measures the mass m of the block and the side lengths x, y and z. The 

measurements are shown in Table 1.1.

Table 1.1

quantity measurement

m (0.243 ± 0.001) kg

x (5.41 ± 0.01) cm

y (11.09 ± 0.01) cm

z (1.62 ± 0.01) cm
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  (i) Determine the density of the glass.

 density =  ..............................................  kg m–3 [2]

  (ii) Calculate the percentage uncertainty in the density.

 percentage uncertainty =  ......................................................% [3]

 (c) The true value of the density of the glass is different from the answer in (b)(i) because of a 

systematic error in the measurements.

  Suggest one possible cause of this systematic error.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 [Total: 7]
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