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39 The number of electrons in a neutral atom of an isotope of plutonium, Pu,239
94  is changed to 

produce a charged atom (ion) W. 
 

W has an overall charge of +1.6  10–19
 C. 

 
How many protons, neutrons and electrons are in W? 

 
 protons neutrons electrons 

A 94 145 93 

B 94 145 95 

C 238 94 239 

D 239 94 238 
 
 
40 Which particle is a lepton? 

A meson 

B positron 

C proton 

D quark 
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38 An up quark in a hadron changes to a down quark. 
 

The elementary charge is e. 
 

What is the magnitude of the change in the charge of the hadron? 

A e3
1  B e3

2  C e D zero 
 
 
39 A nucleus of magnesium-23 decays to form a nucleus of sodium-23, emitting a + particle and 

particle X. 
 

What is particle X? 

A an antineutrino 

B an electron 

C a neutron 

D a neutrino 
 
 
40 A nucleus of U238

92  decays in stages by emitting -particles and – particles, eventually forming a 

nucleus of Pb.206
82  

 
How many -particles and how many – particles are emitted during the decay chain? 

 
 -particles – particles 

A 8 6 

B 8 10 

C 16 6 

D 16 22 
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40 Which combination of three quarks has no overall charge? 

A down, strange, strange 

B up, charm, strange 

C up, charm, top 

D up, down, strange 
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6 (a) State what is meant by a fundamental particle.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) (i) Particle Q is a meson with a charge of 0.

   Determine a possible quark composition for Q.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) Particle Q has a mass of 0.67 u and a kinetic energy of 2.1 × 10–16 J.

   Calculate the speed of particle Q.

 speed =  ................................................  m s–1 [3]

 (c) Radium-228 (
228
88Ra) is a radioactive nuclide.

  (i) State the number of electrons in a neutral atom of radium-228.

 number of electrons =  .........................................................  [1]

 

  (ii) A nucleus of radium-228 undergoes a series of decays to form nucleus X.

   During the process, 5 α-particles and 4 β– particles are emitted.

   Determine the number of protons and the number of neutrons in nucleus X.

 number of protons =  ............................................................... 

 number of neutrons =  ...............................................................
 [2]

 [Total: 9]
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37 A cell is connected in series with an ammeter and a variable resistor. A voltmeter is used to 
measure the p.d. across the variable resistor. The resistance of the variable resistor is varied, 
and the p.d. and the current are recorded. 

 
The graph shows the variation with current of the p.d. across the variable resistor. 
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What is the internal resistance of the cell? 

A 0.050  B 1.6  C 20  D 23  
 
 
38 Which list contains only fundamental particles? 

A antineutrinos, baryons, neutrons, electrons 

B mesons, electrons, neutrinos, protons 

C positrons, quarks, hadrons, protons 

D quarks, positrons, neutrinos, leptons 
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39 Which statement explains why alpha-particles have discrete energies, but beta-particles have a 
continuous range of energies? 

A Beta-particles have a much smaller mass than alpha-particles which means beta-particles 
can be emitted with a larger range of velocities. 

B Only alpha-particles experience repulsion from the nucleus which is dependent on the 
number of protons in the nucleus. 

C Only beta-particles are emitted with another lepton and some energy is transferred to the 
other lepton. 

D Only the energy of alpha-particles is discrete because the composition of alpha-particles is 
always the same. 

 
 
40 A hadron consists of antiquarks that are all identical. 
 

What is a possible value, in terms of the elementary charge e, for the charge on the hadron? 

A 0e B +1e C +2e D +3e 
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38 Two neutral atoms are isotopes of the same element. 
 

Which statement about the atoms is correct? 

A They have a different number of neutrons and a different number of electrons. 

B They have a different number of neutrons and the same number of protons. 

C They have the same number of neutrons and a different number of electrons. 

D They have the same number of neutrons and the same number of protons. 
 
 
39 What is the composition of a meson? 

A 1 quark and 1 antiquark 

B 1 quark and 2 antiquarks 

C 2 quarks and 1 antiquark 

D 3 quarks 
 
 
40 A nucleus of carbon-11 contains 6 protons and 5 neutrons. 
 

The nucleus of carbon-11 decays by + emission. 
 

What is the total number of up and down quarks in the product of the decay of this nucleus? 
 

 up quarks down quarks 

A 15 18 

B 16 17 

C 17 16 

D 18 15 
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38 Two neutral atoms are isotopes of the same element. 
 

Which statement about the atoms is correct? 

A They have a different number of neutrons and a different number of electrons. 

B They have a different number of neutrons and the same number of protons. 

C They have the same number of neutrons and a different number of electrons. 

D They have the same number of neutrons and the same number of protons. 
 
 
39 What is the composition of a meson? 

A 1 quark and 1 antiquark 

B 1 quark and 2 antiquarks 

C 2 quarks and 1 antiquark 

D 3 quarks 
 
 
40 A nucleus of carbon-11 contains 6 protons and 5 neutrons. 
 

The nucleus of carbon-11 decays by + emission. 
 

What is the total number of up and down quarks in the product of the decay of this nucleus? 
 

 up quarks down quarks 

A 15 18 

B 16 17 

C 17 16 

D 18 15 
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32 The current I in a metallic conductor of cross-sectional area A is given by 
 

I = Anve 
 

where e is the elementary charge and v is the mean drift velocity of the conduction electrons. 
 

What is represented by the letter n in the equation? 

A density of conduction electrons 

B number of conduction electrons per unit time 

C number of conduction electrons per unit volume 

D volume of conduction electrons 
 
 
33 What cannot be the charge on a charge carrier? 

A – 4.8  10–19
 C 

B –3.2  10–19
 C 

C –2.4  10–19
 C 

D +3.2  10–19
 C 

 
 
34 A steel wire with a length of 2.20 m is connected to a battery as shown. 
 

A

V

steel wire

 
 

The reading on the voltmeter is 1.50 V and the reading on the ammeter is 4.90 A. 
 

The resistivity of steel is 6.90  10–7
  m. 

 
What is the diameter of the steel wire? 

A 1.76  10–
 
4

 m B 3.52  10–
 
4

 m C 1.26  10–3
 m D 2.51  10–3

 m 
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37 An electrical device of fixed resistance 20  is connected in series with a variable resistor and a 
battery of e.m.f. 16 V and negligible internal resistance. 

 

20 �
device

16 V

 
 

The power dissipated in the electrical device is 4.0 W. 
 

What is the resistance of the variable resistor? 

A 16  B 36  C 44  D 64  
 
 
38 A nucleus decays by emitting a + particle. 
 

Which particle must also be emitted from the nucleus? 

A antineutrino 

B β– particle 

C -particle 

D neutrino 
 
 
39 What are the charges on an antidown quark and on an antistrange quark? 
 

 antidown quark antistrange quark 

A e
3
1+  e

3
1+  

B e
3
1+  e

3
1–  

C e
3
1–  e

3
1+  

D e
3
1–  e

3
1–  
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37 An electrical device of fixed resistance 20  is connected in series with a variable resistor and a 
battery of e.m.f. 16 V and negligible internal resistance. 
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The power dissipated in the electrical device is 4.0 W. 
 

What is the resistance of the variable resistor? 
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38 A nucleus decays by emitting a + particle. 
 

Which particle must also be emitted from the nucleus? 
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C -particle 
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