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1 The table shows some physical quantities. 
 

Which row correctly identifies the quantities as scalars or vectors? 
 

 acceleration charge kinetic energy wavelength 

A scalar vector vector scalar 

B vector vector scalar scalar 

C scalar scalar scalar vector 

D vector scalar scalar scalar 
 
 
2 Two quantities are measured. 
 

L = 6.8  0.1 cm 
 

T = 2.42  0.08 s 
 

L and T are related to X by the equation shown. 
 

X = 
2

24
T

L  

 
What is the calculated value and uncertainty of X ? 

A 45.8  0.2 cm s–2 

B 45.8  0.3 cm s–2 

C 46  2 cm s–2 

D 46  4 cm s–2 
 
 
3 What are the SI base units of the watt? 

A J s–1 B kg m2
 s–3 C kg m2

 s–1 D N m s–1 
 
 
4 The diagram shows two forces of 6.0 N acting on an object. The angle between the lines of action 

of the two forces is 60°. 
 

60°

6.0 N

6.0 N 
 

What is the magnitude of the resultant force? 

A 6.0 N B 7.9 N C 10 N D 12 N 
 12 
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25 A source emits a progressive sound wave in the horizontal direction. The wave travels away from 
the source in a direction towards the right. 

 
The graph shows the variation of the displacement of the particles from their equilibrium positions 
with distance from the source at a particular instant in time. Displacements to the right of the 
equilibrium positions are shown as positive. 

 

0
0

displacement

distanceY

 
 

Position Y represents the displacement of a particle in the sound wave at a particular distance 
from the source at this instant. 

 
Which statement about the motion of this particle is correct? 

A The particle is moving away from the source. 

B The particle is moving towards the source. 

C The particle is moving upwards. 

D The particle is moving downwards. 
 
 
26 Two polarising filters are placed next to each other so that their planes are parallel. 
 

The first polarising filter has its transmission axis at an angle of 50° to the vertical. 
 

The second polarising filter has its transmission axis at an angle of 20° to the vertical. The angle 
between the transmission axes of the two polarising filters is 30° 

 
A beam of vertically polarised light of intensity 8.0 W m–2 is incident normally on the first polarising 
filter. 

 
What is the intensity of the light that is transmitted from the second polarising filter? 

A zero B 2.5 W m–2 C 2.9 W m–2 D 6.0 W m–2 
 
 
27 A dolphin is swimming at a speed of 16.0 m s–1 directly towards a stationary underwater 

microphone. 
 

The dolphin emits a sound of frequency 122 kHz. The speed of sound in water is 1480 m s–1. 
 

What is the frequency of sound detected by the microphone? 

A 1300 Hz B 1330 Hz C 121 kHz D 123 kHz 
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4 An object falls from rest towards the ground. 
 

Air resistance is negligible. 
 

Which graph shows the variation of the momentum p of the object with time t until it hits the 
ground? 

 

0

A

0
t

p

0

B

0
t

p

0

C

0
t

p

0

D

0
t

p

 
 
 
5 A projectile is fired at an angle of 45° upwards from horizontal ground. Air resistance is negligible. 
 

Which row describes the horizontal motion and the vertical motion of the projectile after it is fired 
until immediately before it reaches the ground again? 

 
 horizontal motion vertical motion 

A constant velocity constant acceleration 

B constant velocity varying acceleration 

C varying velocity constant acceleration 

D varying velocity varying acceleration 
 
 
6 An aircraft on a runway accelerates uniformly from rest to its take-off speed of 58 m s–1. 
 

The acceleration of the aircraft is 4.2 m s–2, and the aircraft uses 74% of the length of the runway 
to reach its take-off speed. 

 
What is the length of the runway? 

A 300 m B 540 m C 590 m D 800 m 
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5 A projectile is fired at an angle of 45° upwards from horizontal ground. Air resistance is negligible. 
 

Which row describes the horizontal motion and the vertical motion of the projectile after it is fired 
until immediately before it reaches the ground again? 

 
 horizontal motion vertical motion 

A constant velocity constant acceleration 

B constant velocity varying acceleration 

C varying velocity constant acceleration 

D varying velocity varying acceleration 
 
 
6 An aircraft on a runway accelerates uniformly from rest to its take-off speed of 58 m s–1. 
 

The acceleration of the aircraft is 4.2 m s–2, and the aircraft uses 74% of the length of the runway 
to reach its take-off speed. 

 
What is the length of the runway? 

A 300 m B 540 m C 590 m D 800 m 
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1 (a) In terms of velocity and acceleration, describe uniform circular motion of an object.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]

 (b) Fig. 1.1 shows the view from above of a polystyrene ball undergoing horizontal circular motion 
of radius R.

x
P

O

B

R

θ

polystyrene ball

path of ball

light

screen

shadow of
polystyrene ball

Fig. 1.1

  The ball is illuminated by parallel light so that a shadow of the ball forms on a screen placed 
on the opposite side of the ball from the light source.

  The line joining points O and P is perpendicular to the screen.

  The angular speed of the circular motion is ω.
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  (i) State an expression, in terms of R and ω, for the speed v of the ball.

 v =  .........................................................  [1]

  (ii) Determine an expression, in terms of v and ω, for the centripetal acceleration of the ball.

 centripetal acceleration =  .........................................................  [2]

 (c) The ball in (b) is in the position shown in Fig. 1.1, such that line OB is at an angle θ to the line 
OP.

  (i) Determine an expression, in terms of R and θ, for the displacement x of the shadow 
from P.

 x =  .........................................................  [1]

  (ii) The value of θ is zero at time t = 0.

   State an expression for θ in terms of ω and t.

 θ =  .........................................................  [1]

  (iii) Use your answers in (c)(i) and (c)(ii) to show that x is given by

x = R sin ω t.

 [1]

  (iv) Explain, with reference to the equation in (c)(iii), why the motion of the shadow of the 
ball on the screen may be modelled as simple harmonic.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]
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 (d) The circular motion of the ball in Fig. 1.1 has a diameter of 0.46 m and an angular speed of 
1.9 rad s–1.

  For the simple harmonic motion of the shadow of the ball in Fig. 1.1, calculate:

  (i) the amplitude

 amplitude =  ......................................................m [1]

  (ii) the period

 period =  ....................................................... s [2]

  (iii) the maximum acceleration.

 maximum acceleration =  .................................................m s–2 [2]

 (e) On Fig. 1.1, draw, and label with the letter A, the position of the shadow on the screen when 
the shadow has its maximum positive acceleration. [1]

 [Total: 15]
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17 An object is falling in a uniform gravitational field. 
 

Which two quantities are sufficient to calculate the change in gravitational potential energy? 

A mass and acceleration of free fall 

B mass and change in vertical displacement 

C weight and acceleration of free fall 

D weight and change in vertical displacement 
 
 
18 The points X, Y and Z are on a rough, horizontal surface. 
 

3.0 m

X

Y Z 
 

A box P is pushed across the surface from X to Y and then from Y to Z. 
 

The distance from X to Y is 3.0 m. The work done against the frictional force in moving the box 
from X to Y is 150 J. 

 
The work done against the frictional force in moving the box from Y to Z is 200 J. 

 
An identical box Q is pushed in a straight line from X to Z. 

 
The magnitude of the frictional force between the boxes and the surface is constant. 

 
How much extra work is done against the frictional force in moving P than Q? 

A 100 J B 250 J C 350 J D 600 J 
 
 
19 The momentum of a car of mass m increases from p1 to p2. 
 

What is the increase in the kinetic energy of the car? 

A 
m

pp
2

)–( 2
1

2
2  B 

m
pp

2
)–( 2

12  C 
m

pp
2
– 12  D 

m
pp

2
– 21  
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5 Radio waves can be used to measure the distance between Earth and the planet Jupiter. 
 

A pulse of radio waves is emitted from the surface of Earth. The pulse reflects from the surface of 
Jupiter and is detected again on Earth. 

 
The time between emitting and receiving the pulse is 3960 s. 

 
What is the distance between Earth and Jupiter? 

A 5.94  108
 km 

B 1.19  109
 km 

C 5.94  1011
 km 

D 1.19  1012
 km 

 
 
6 The graph shows the variation with time of the velocity of a car. 
 

12

6

0
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

time / s

velocity
/ m s–1

10

 
 

Which statement is correct? 

A The car accelerates for 2 s, then stops for 4 s and then reverses. 

B The car accelerates at 12 m s–2 for 2 s. 

C The car travels a distance of 36 m in the first 4 s. 

D The car travels a distance of 48 m in the last 4 s. 
 
 
7 A solid object of mass 1.0 kg falls vertically downwards in a vacuum. 
 

When the speed of the object is 60 m s–1, an additional constant force of 50 N suddenly starts to 
act vertically upwards on the object. 

 
What is the speed of the object 2.0 s after the additional force starts to act? 

A 20 m s–1 B 40 m s–1 C 80 m s–1 D 100 m s–1 
 
 

8 

© UCLES 2025 9702/12/M/J/25  

16 A block is submerged vertically in a liquid. The four diagrams show the block viewed from the 
side. 

 
Which diagram shows, to scale, the forces exerted on equal areas of the block by the liquid? 

 
A C DB

 
 
 
17 The diagram shows a couple. 
 

force

force

perpendicular
distance between

the forces

 
 

How is the torque of the couple calculated? 

A 
2
1   perpendicular distance between the forces  magnitude of one of the forces 

B perpendicular distance between the forces  magnitude of one of the forces 

C perpendicular distance between the forces  magnitude of the sum of the forces 

D 2  perpendicular distance between the forces  magnitude of one of the forces 
 
 
18 A ball of mass 1.2 kg travels horizontally at a speed of 3.0 m s–1. 
 

The ball hits a cushion and comes to rest over a horizontal distance of 0.020 m. 
 

What is the work done by the cushion on the ball to bring the ball to rest? 

A 0.24 J B 1.8 J C 5.4 J D 11 J 
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29 A student uses a diffraction grating to determine the wavelength of visible light from a source. 
 

The diffraction grating has 300 lines per mm. The student measures the angle   of each order n 
of the intensity maxima. A graph of n against sin   is plotted. The line of best fit for the plotted 
points is shown and has gradient G. 

 

0
0

n

sin�  
 

Which expression represents the wavelength, in m, of the visible light in terms of G? 

A 3  105
 G B 3.3  10–6

 G C 
G

6–10  3.3   D 
G

300  

 
 
30 Two waves meet. 
 

What is not a necessary condition for the waves to produce a stationary wave? 

A They must be of the same type. 

B They must have the same period. 

C They must have the same wavelength. 

D They must travel in the same direction. 
 
 
31 Light of a single wavelength is incident normally on a double slit. Interference fringes are 

observed on a screen. 
 

The distance from the double slit to the screen is 0.60 m and the fringe separation is 1.8 mm. 
 

The distance from the double slit to the screen increases by 0.90 m. 
 

What is the new fringe separation? 

A 1.2 mm B 2.7 mm C 4.5 mm D 5.4 mm 
 
 
32 A wire is made from a metal of constant resistivity. There is a constant current in the wire. 
 

Which statement about the potential difference across the wire is correct? 

A It is directly proportional to the length of the wire. 

B It is inversely proportional to the length of the wire. 

C It is directly proportional to the diameter of the wire. 

D It is inversely proportional to the diameter of the wire. 

A-Level Physics: s25 133  
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1 What represents a vector quantity? 

A 1 N upwards 

B 2 kg decrease 

C 3 K cooler 

D 4 s later 
 
 
2 What is a reasonable estimate of the current in an electric kettle that is in use? 

A 8 A B 8 mA C 8 A D 8 kA 
 
 
3 Which statement about errors in measurements is correct? 

A An accurate set of measurements always has a small random error. 

B A precise set of measurements always has a small systematic error. 

C A random error can be reduced by taking an average of several measurements. 

D A systematic error creates a random set of measurements spread out about the true value. 
 
 
4 A sample of material has cross-sectional area A and length L. The temperatures at the two sides 

of the sample are T1 and T2. Thermal energy Q is transferred through the sample in time t. 
 

These quantities are related by 
 

t
Q  = 

L
TTAk )( 2  1 –  

 
where k is a constant. 

 
What are the SI base units of k ? 

A kg m s–3
 °C–1 B kg m s–3

 K–1 C kg m s–1
 °C–1 D kg m s–1

 K–1 
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14 A block is in equilibrium on a slope. 
 

block

 
 

Which vector triangle represents the three forces acting on the block? 
 

A B C D

 
 
 
15 A measuring cylinder contains 80 cm3 of a liquid. 
 

The pressure due to the liquid at the 60 cm3 mark is 1200 Pa. 
 

What is the pressure due to the liquid at the base of the measuring cylinder? 

A 1200 Pa B 1600 Pa C 3600 Pa D 4800 Pa 
 
 
16 Four identical uniform blocks are spread on a table. Each block has mass m and thickness h. 
 

h h  
 

The acceleration of free fall is g. 
 

How much work is done on the blocks in stacking them on top of one another? 

A 3mgh B 6mgh C 8mgh D 10mgh 
 
 
17 An electric motor uses 1.7 kW of power when operating normally. 
 

The efficiency of the motor is 53%. 
 

What is the useful output power of the motor? 

A 0.032 kW B 0.90 kW C 3.2 kW D 90 kW 
 
 

6
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21 The force–extension graph for a metal wire is shown. 
 

0
0

force

extension  
 

Which quantity is represented by the area under the graph? 

A power transferred to the wire 

B temperature increase in the wire 

C time taken for the wire to extend 

D work done on the wire 
 
 
22 A wire of length L0 is attached at one end to a fixed point. A tensile force is applied to the other 

end so that the wire extends and has a new length L1. 
 

What is the strain of the wire? 

A 







0

1

L
L

 – 1 B L1 – L0 C 







0

1

L
L

 + 1 D L1 + L0 
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36 A potentiometer circuit may be used to determine the unknown electromotive force (e.m.f.) E of a 
cell. The circuit diagrams shown include a battery of known e.m.f. and negligible internal 
resistance, a uniform resistance wire XY and a galvanometer. 

 
Which circuit diagram shows a suitable arrangement for determining E? 

 

E
X

B

Y
E

X

A

Y

E
X

D

Y
E

X

C

Y

 
 
 
37 A uranium atom with a charge of +2e has a nucleon number of 235 and a proton number of 92. 
 

e is the elementary charge. 
 

What is the total number of protons, neutrons and electrons in this charged atom? 

A 235 B 325 C 327 D 329 
 
 
38 A nucleus W of a radioactive isotope emits a – particle and forms nucleus X. 
 

Nucleus X emits an -particle to form nucleus Y. 
 

Nucleus Y emits a – particle to form nucleus Z. 
 

Which statement about Z is correct? 

A Z is a nucleus of a different element from W and has a higher nucleon number. 

B Z is a nucleus of a different element from W and has a lower nucleon number. 

C Z is a nucleus of the same element as W and has a higher nucleon number. 

D Z is a nucleus of the same element as W and has a lower nucleon number. 
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You may not need to use all of the materials provided.

2 In this experiment, you will investigate the behaviour of paper on water.

 You have been provided with two sheets of tracing paper.

 (a) ●	 	On	one	of	the	sheets	of	tracing	paper,	draw	two	identical	rectangles	as	shown	in	Fig.	2.1	

where c = 4.0 cm and d = 6.0 cm. The orientation of the rectangles must be as shown in 

Fig. 2.1.

  ●	 	Add	labels	A	and	B	to	the	rectangles,	as	shown	in	Fig.	2.1.

Along side of

tracing paper

short side of tracing paper

Bd

d

c

c

Fig. 2.1

	 	 ●	 Use	the	scissors	to	cut	out	the	rectangles.	

	 	 ●	 Take	measurements	to	determine	the	average	value	of	d.

 d =  ...................................................  cm [1]
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 (b) (i) ●	 	When	A	is	placed	flat	on	the	surface	of	the	water	in	one	of	the	bowls,	the	shape	will	

curl up as shown in Fig. 2.2. Two edges of the paper will curl and then meet. 

edgeedge

Fig. 2.2

     The time between placing A on the water and the two edges meeting is TA.

   ●	 Place	A	flat	on	the	water.

   ●	 Determine	TA.

 TA =  ...............................................................

   ●	 Remove	A	from	the	water	and	place	it	in	the	empty	bowl.

 [2]

  (ii) Estimate the percentage uncertainty in your value of TA. Show your working.

 percentage uncertainty =  ...................................................... % [1]

 (c) (i) ●	 	Repeat	the	procedure	in	(b)(i) for B. The time between placing B on the water and 

the two edges meeting is TB.

 TB =  ............................................................... 

   ●	 Remove	B	from	the	water.

   ●	 Compare	your	values	of	TA and TB.	Record	the	longer	time.

 longer time =  ...............................................................

 [1]
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  (ii) The quantity W is given by

W = 
longer time

shorter time
.

   Calculate W.

 W =  .........................................................  [1]

  (iii) Justify the number of significant figures that you have given for your value of W.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (d) Repeat	(a), (b)(i), (c)(i) and (c)(ii) using new rectangles with c = 4.0 cm and d = 9.0 cm.

 d =  .........................................................  cm

 TA =  ...............................................................

 TB =  ...............................................................

 longer time =  ...............................................................

 W =  ...............................................................

 [3]
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 (e) It is suggested that the relationship between W and d is 

W 2 = kd

  where k is a constant.

  Using your data, calculate two values of k.

 first value of k =  ...............................................................

 second value of k =  ...............................................................

 [1]

 (f) It is suggested that the percentage uncertainty in the values of k is 20%.

  Using this uncertainty, explain whether your results support the relationship in (e).

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]
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 (g) (i) Describe four sources of uncertainty or limitations of the procedure for this experiment.

   For any uncertainties in measurement that you describe, you should state the quantity 

being measured and a reason for the uncertainty.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

3  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

4  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [4]

  (ii) Describe four improvements that could be made to this experiment. You may suggest 

the use of other apparatus or different procedures.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

3  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

4  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [4]

 [Total: 20]
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2 A student investigates an electrical circuit. 

 The circuit is set up as shown in Fig. 2.1.

Q

Z

P

A

Fig. 2.1

 A battery of negligible internal resistance is connected to a resistor of resistance Z. Five resistors, 

each of resistance R, are connected in parallel between P and Q.

 The switch is closed. The total current I in the circuit is measured using the ammeter.

 The experiment is then repeated by changing the number n of resistors, each of resistance R, 

connected in parallel between P and Q.

 It is suggested that I and n are related by the equation 

E = I (Rn 
+ Z)

 where E is the electromotive force (e.m.f.) of the battery.

 (a) A graph is plotted of 
1

I
 on the y-axis against 

1

n
 on the x-axis.

  Determine expressions for the gradient and y-intercept.

 gradient =  ...............................................................

 y-intercept =  ...............................................................

 [1]
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 (b) Values of n, 
1

n
  and I are given in Table 2.1.

Table 2.1

n
1

n
I / μA

1

I  
/ 103 A–1

5 0.200 455 ± 5  

6 0.167 525 ± 5

7 0.143 580 ± 5

8 0.125 635 ± 5

9 0.111 685 ± 5

11 0.0909 765 ± 5

  Calculate and record values of 
1

I
 / 103 A–1 in Table 2.1. Include the absolute uncertainties in 

1

I
.

 [2]

 (c) (i) Plot a graph of 
1

I
 / 103 A–1 against 

1

n
. Include error bars for 

1

I
. [2]

   (ii) Draw the straight line of best fit and a worst acceptable straight line on your graph. Label 

both lines. [2]

  (iii) Determine the gradient of the line of best fit. Include the absolute uncertainty in your 

answer.

 gradient =  .........................................................  [2]
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1.2

1.3

1.4

0.08 0.10 0.12 0.14 0.16 0.18 0.20 0.22

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

1
/ 103A–1

I

1
n
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  (iv) Determine the y-intercept of the line of best fit. Include the absolute uncertainty in your 

answer.

 y-intercept =  .........................................................  [2]

 (d) The e.m.f. E of the battery is determined twice during the experiment. The values obtained 

are 5.6 V and 6.0 V.

  (i) Using your answers to (a), (c)(iii) and (c)(iv), determine the values of R and Z. Include 

appropriate units.

 R =  ...............................................................

 Z =  ...............................................................

 [2]

  (ii) Determine the percentage uncertainty in your value of R.

 percentage uncertainty =  ..................................................... % [1]

 (e) The experiment is repeated with 20 resistors, each of resistance R, connected in parallel 

between P and Q. Determine the total current I in the circuit.

 I =  ......................................................  A [1]

 [Total: 15]

To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced online in the Cambridge 

Assessment International Education Copyright Acknowledgements Booklet. This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download 

at www.cambridgeinternational.org after the live examination series.
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1 A ball is dropped on to an inclined thin metal sheet, as shown in Fig. 1.1.

d

z

sheet

ball

bench

θ

Fig. 1.1 (not to scale)

 The angle between the sheet and the horizontal bench is θ. The height of the point of contact 

of the ball and the sheet is z. The horizontal distance travelled by the ball between its points of 

contact with the sheet and the bench is d, as shown in Fig. 1.1.

 It is suggested that d is related to θ by the relationship

d = 
Pv 2 sin  4θ

g  + Q z

 where v is the speed of the ball as it makes contact with the sheet, g is the acceleration of free fall, 

and P and Q are constants.

 Plan a laboratory experiment to test the relationship between d and θ.

 Draw a diagram showing the arrangement of your equipment.

 Explain how the results could be used to determine values for P and Q.

 In your plan you should include:

 ● the procedure to be followed

 ● the measurements to be taken

 ● the control of variables

 ● the analysis of the data

 ● any safety precautions to be taken.

* 0000800000002 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

17



A-Level Physics: s25 54Name: 3

9702/54/M/J/25© UCLES 2025 [Turn over

Diagram
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