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A country has a progressive income tax system.

What is not a valid reason for a government’s decision to reduce the rate of income tax paid on
higher incomes?

23

to attract highly skilled workers from abroadA

to prevent tax evasionB

to provide work incentivesC

to reduce income inequalitiesD

A political party proposed a policy of quantitative easing (the creation of money by the central bank).

When would such a policy be least likely to destabilise the macroeconomy in the short run?

24

when the economy was experiencing a high level of inflationA

when the economy had price stability but there was full employment of the labour forceB

when there was a deep recession with high levels of unemploymentC

when there was full employment and a current account balance of payments deficitD

What does the Laffer curve show?25

the amount of tax revenue received at each tax rateA

the impact on the distribution of income after tax rates riseB

the rise in inflation following a fall in unemployment due to a cut in income taxC

the rise in poverty due to a rise in the basic rate of income taxD

What are the variables identified on the axes of a Kuznets curve diagram?26

horizontal (X) axis variablevertical (Y) axis variable

cumulative % of familiescumulative % of incomeA

income per capitameasure of inequalityB

economic growth ratemeasure of standard of livingC

optimum populationincome per capitaD
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What might cause income inequality to worsen in a country?27

increased discriminationA

increased labour market participationB

increased skill level of workersC

increased welfare paymentsD

A multinational company is planning to invest in a new factory in a low-income country.

What is not a possible benefit to the low-income country?

28

acquiring improved technologyA

better training for the workforceB

extra tax revenue for the governmentC

increased competition for small domestic producersD

A country with fixed exchange rates faces a surplus on its current account.

Which policy is most desirable to maintain the fixed exchange rate?

29

an increase in subsidies given to exportersA

the imposition of trade barriers on the import of non-essential goodsB

the sale of foreign currencies in the foreign exchange marketC

the use of expansionary monetary policyD

Which criticism of foreign direct investment (FDI) is least valid?30

It encourages competition, reduces prices and forces the less efficient domestic firms to leave
the market.

A

It brings workers from its own country and provides only low paying jobs to low skilled local
workers.

B

It is usually withdrawn quickly in case of a global crisis, making developing countries more
vulnerable to global shocks.

C

Its actions often result in environmental degradation, and over exploitation of natural resources.D
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A government imposes a specific indirect tax on a product that has an inelastic demand curve.

What is the incidence of tax in this case?

12

The tax falls entirely on the consumer.A

The tax falls entirely on the producer.B

The tax falls to a greater extent on the consumer than on the producer.C

The tax falls to a smaller extent on the consumer than on the producer.D

What is an example of direct public provision of goods and services?13

a charity hospital funded by public donations that offers free treatment to the rural poorA

a mobile government library that travels to rural villages offering access to booksB

a private-sector pharmacy that provides treatment directly to the publicC

a private school that offers free places to children of low income familiesD

When is a minimum wage most likely to help reduce the problem of income inequality?14

Higher paid workers maintain pay differentials.A

Labour mobility is low.B

The informal economy is small.C

The minimum wage leads to increased unemployment.D

What is not true about subsidies?15

They are paid to firms.A

They have to be paid back.B

They reduce the cost of production.C

They shift the supply curve to the right.D
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The diagrams show the demand curve, D1, and the supply curve, S1, for a good that has a sales

tax of 10% applied to the final selling price.

Which diagram shows the impact of a reduction in the rate of sales tax to 5%?
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Which government policy is intended to correct a negative externality?9

guaranteed minimum prices for farmers producing certain agricultural productsA

imposition of taxes on factories releasing pollutants into riversB

rent controls on housing occupied by low-income individualsC

the provision of free books for children of poorer householdsD

Which policy is most likely to contribute to people ending up in a poverty trap?10

legal minimum wageA

means-tested benefitsB

prevention of cheaper importsC

proportional taxationD
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Extra fishing boats start to operate from a local harbour which depends on fishing for its main

income.

Which action by the local authority is an example of nudge theory?

11

insisting that all fish caught are sold to local peopleA

increasing the licence fees for new boatsB

distributing leaflets about the need to safeguard fish stocksC

restricting the areas in which boats can fishD

The diagram shows the effect of introducing an effective national minimumwage (NMW) in a labour

market with a profit maximising monopsonist employer.
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What is the effect of the NMW on the deadweight welfare loss in this market?

It falls from RST to UVT.A

It falls from RSVU to UVT.B

It rises from UVT to RST.C

It rises from UVT to RSVU.D

What is an advantage of pollution permits, when compared with an alternative policy of taxes levied

on the quantity of pollutants emitted by firms?

13

firms cannot sell any surplus permitsA

no monitoring of firms’ emissions is requiredB

pollution levels can be reduced to zeroC

the reduction in the level of pollution is more predictableD
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What is a likely consequence of an increase in government spending on education?18

increase in the supply of unskilled labourA

increase in occupational mobilityB

increase in the rate of unemploymentC

increase in trade union powerD

A country’s trade balance has worsened. The country has a fixed exchange rate. 

Which additional changes for unemployment and price level are likely to follow?

19

the price level
the level of

unemployment

decreasesdecreasesA

increasesdecreasesB

decreasesincreasesC

increasesincreasesD

What may prevent a government achieving a faster rate of growth of real GDP?20

The multiplier has a small value.A

The consumer price index is below its target set by the central bank.B

The economy is operating on the vertical section of the long-run aggregate supply curve.C

There is a large negative output gap in the economy.D

A fall in domestic investment leads to an increase in unemployment. 

Which other economic problem is likely to occur as a result?

21

an increase in interest rates on loans for house purchasesA

an increase in the current account balance of payments deficitB

an increase in the government budget deficitC

an increase in the rate of price inflationD
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9Which statement about the components of the balance of payments is correct?25

The current account consists of transactions in goods, services, investment income and

remittances between countries.
A

The current account consists of transactions in goods, services, and portfolio investment between

countries.
B

The financial account consists of transactions in financial assets, investment income and

remittances between countries.
C

The financial account consists of transactions in fixed assets, investment income and the

balancing item between countries.
D

Which statement describes a multinational company (MNC)?26

A firm that avoids paying indirect taxes.A

A firm that conducts operations in different countries.B

A firm that experiences diseconomies of scale at low levels of output.C

A firm that trades internationally.D

What occurs in a monetary union?27

Countries have the same currency.A

Countries use the same fiscal policy.B

Countries have the same domestic rates of sales tax.C

The government budget in each country is balanced.D

What is the main role of the World Bank?28

to ensure that exchange rate systems are working efficientlyA

to help countries enter international markets where trade barriers existB

to offer short-term assistance to countries with balance of payments problemsC

to provide low-interest loans to developing countries for infrastructure projectsD
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