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9708/11 N25 • Q28 • 1 mark

The terms of trade of a developing country fell from 90 in 2010 to 80 in 2015.

Assuming the index of its import prices remained constant at 110 between these two years, what
happened to its index of export prices?

27

fell by 10A

fell by 11B

increased by 10C

increased by 30D

What is not a limitation of the theory of comparative advantage?28

the movement of factors of production between countriesA

governments’ imposition of trade restrictionsB

one country being more efficient in the production of all goodsC

transport costs outweighing any comparative advantageD

What would not be included in the current account of the balance of payments?29

income earned outside the country that is transferred into the countryA

value of food and raw materials produced and consumed within the countryB

value of food and raw materials that are exportedC

value of telecommunications services that are importedD

A country has a current account deficit on its balance of payments. The government also has a
budget deficit.

Which measure to reduce the current account deficit will increase the budget deficit?

30

depreciating the exchange rateA

introducing quotas on importsB

raising tariffs on importsC

subsidising exportsD
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Solution 28

Answer: C

Why

The theory assumes factors cannot move between countries, so factor mobility
is one of its limitations.
Trade restrictions and transport costs also limit it in practice.
So the option that is not a limitation is the one the theory already allows for.
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Question 26

9708/12 N25 • Q26 • 1 mark

What is the most likely reason for a government to introduce a progressive tax?24

to discourage the consumption of a particular goodA

to distribute disposable income more evenlyB

to increase the disposable income of householdsC

to reduce demand for healthcare servicesD

25 What is the least likely consequence of rapid economic growth?

high levels of pollutionA

large deficit on the current account of the balance of paymentsB

large deficit in the government’s budget balanceC

more congestion on the roadsD

A country with a floating exchange rate has a large deficit on the current account of the balance of
payments.

What is most likely to decrease as a consequence of this deficit?

26

competitiveness of the country’s productsA

level of employment in the countryB

prices of exports from the countryC

rate of inflation in the countryD

What will definitely lead to an improvement in the terms of trade?27

Export prices fall whilst import prices rise.A

Export prices rise by the same amount as import prices.B

Export prices rise slower than import prices.C

Export prices rise whilst import prices stay the same.D
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Solution 26

Answer: C

Why

A large current account deficit means more of the currency is being sold to
buy imports than bought to pay for exports.
With a floating rate, that excess supply pushes the exchange rate down.
So the currency’s value is what falls as a consequence.
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Question 27
9708/12 N25 • Q27 • 1 mark

What is the most likely reason for a government to introduce a progressive tax?24

to discourage the consumption of a particular goodA

to distribute disposable income more evenlyB

to increase the disposable income of householdsC

to reduce demand for healthcare servicesD

25 What is the least likely consequence of rapid economic growth?

high levels of pollutionA

large deficit on the current account of the balance of paymentsB

large deficit in the government’s budget balanceC

more congestion on the roadsD

A country with a floating exchange rate has a large deficit on the current account of the balance of
payments.

What is most likely to decrease as a consequence of this deficit?

26

competitiveness of the country’s productsA

level of employment in the countryB

prices of exports from the countryC

rate of inflation in the countryD

What will definitely lead to an improvement in the terms of trade?27

Export prices fall whilst import prices rise.A

Export prices rise by the same amount as import prices.B

Export prices rise slower than import prices.C

Export prices rise whilst import prices stay the same.D
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Solution 27

Answer: D

Why

Terms of trade improve when export prices rise relative to import prices.
Export prices rising while import prices fall guarantees that.
Both rising by the same amount leaves the ratio unchanged, so that would be
no improvement at all.
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Question 28

9708/13 N25 • Q28 • 1 mark

What is an example of primary income in the current account of the balance of payments of Pakistan?27

dividends received by a Pakistani resident from shares in a domestic firmA

profits of Pakistani businesses exporting goodsB

rent received by a Pakistani resident from a property in another countryC

salary received by a Pakistani engineer from a foreign-owned producer operating in PakistanD

What is meant by comparative advantage?28

One country can produce a product at a lower opportunity cost than another country.A

One country can producemore of a product than another country, using a given level of resources.B

One country has lower barriers to trade than another country.C

One country is making more efficient use of factors of production than another country.D

An economy specialises in the production of one product. It exports this product to obtain another
product.

Which type of diagram can show the combinations of these products?

29

the production possibility curveA

the aggregate demand curveB

the principle of absolute advantageC

the trading possibility curveD

The main export of country X is oil. The world demand for oil is price inelastic. The world supply of
oil is reduced by the major oil producing countries, including country X. Imports into country X are
unchanged.

What are the effects of this action by the major oil producing countries on the terms of trade and
the current account of the balance of payments in country X?

30

current accountterms of trade

increasesincreasesA

decreasesincreasesB

increasesdecreasesC

decreasesdecreasesD
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Solution 28

Answer: A

Why

Comparative advantage is about opportunity cost, not absolute quantity.
A country has it where it gives up least of other goods to produce one more
unit.
Producing more in absolute terms is absolute advantage, which is a different
idea.
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Question 27
9708/14 N25 • Q27 • 1 mark

The table shows the terms of trade for an economy expressed as an index number for the period
2019 to 2021.

27

terms of
trade index
(2018 = 100)

year

101

104

109

2019

2020

2021

What can be concluded from the table?

The quantity of imports rose relative to the quantity of exports.A

The price of exports rose relative to the price of imports.B

The price of imports rose relative to the price of exports.C

The value of exports rose relative to the value of imports.D

Which explanation for a country choosing to engage in international trade is not valid?28

Engaging in international trade enables the country to achieve a higher average standard of
living.

A

Other countries are more efficient at producing some goods.B

There are some products that the country cannot produce.C

The country has a comparative advantage in the production of all of its goods compared to other
countries.

D

In which economic context is the term ‘protectionism’ usually applied?29

the protection of consumers against excessive pricesA

the protection of employees against exploitation by multinational companiesB

the protection of local producers against international competitorsC

the protection of the foreign exchange rate against currency speculatorsD
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Question 27

The table shows the terms of trade for an economy expressed as an index number for the period
2019 to 2021.

27

terms of
trade index
(2018 = 100)

year

101

104

109

2019

2020

2021

What can be concluded from the table?

The quantity of imports rose relative to the quantity of exports.A

The price of exports rose relative to the price of imports.B

The price of imports rose relative to the price of exports.C

The value of exports rose relative to the value of imports.D

Which explanation for a country choosing to engage in international trade is not valid?28

Engaging in international trade enables the country to achieve a higher average standard of
living.

A

Other countries are more efficient at producing some goods.B

There are some products that the country cannot produce.C

The country has a comparative advantage in the production of all of its goods compared to other
countries.

D

In which economic context is the term ‘protectionism’ usually applied?29

the protection of consumers against excessive pricesA

the protection of employees against exploitation by multinational companiesB

the protection of local producers against international competitorsC

the protection of the foreign exchange rate against currency speculatorsD
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Solution 27

Answer: B

Why

The index rises from 101 to 104 to 109, all above the 2018 base of 100.
A rising terms of trade means export prices are rising relative to import prices.
So each unit of exports buys more imports each year – the terms of trade
improved throughout.
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Question 28

9708/14 N25 • Q28 • 1 mark

The table shows the terms of trade for an economy expressed as an index number for the period
2019 to 2021.

27

terms of
trade index
(2018 = 100)

year

101

104

109

2019

2020

2021

What can be concluded from the table?

The quantity of imports rose relative to the quantity of exports.A

The price of exports rose relative to the price of imports.B

The price of imports rose relative to the price of exports.C

The value of exports rose relative to the value of imports.D

Which explanation for a country choosing to engage in international trade is not valid?28

Engaging in international trade enables the country to achieve a higher average standard of
living.

A

Other countries are more efficient at producing some goods.B

There are some products that the country cannot produce.C

The country has a comparative advantage in the production of all of its goods compared to other
countries.

D

In which economic context is the term ‘protectionism’ usually applied?29

the protection of consumers against excessive pricesA

the protection of employees against exploitation by multinational companiesB

the protection of local producers against international competitorsC

the protection of the foreign exchange rate against currency speculatorsD
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Solution 28

Answer: D

Why

Valid reasons for trade include specialisation, economies of scale, greater
choice and access to resources.
Trade also raises the average standard of living through comparative
advantage.
What is not valid is a claim that trade guarantees every country or group
gains equally.
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Question 28

9708/12 J25 • Q28 • 1 mark

The diagram shows aggregate demand (AD) and aggregate supply (AS) curves. The initial equilibrium
is at X. A government decides to invest in an increase in infrastructure.

What will be the short-term effect of this policy on the equilibrium?

25

price
level

O
real GDP

AS1

AD AD1

AS

AS2

A

B

C
D

X

Which statement is not a valid reason why a country may impose protectionist measures?26

to allow a newly developed domestic industry to grow to a viable sizeA

to enable a country to retain control of an industry it regards as being of strategic importanceB

to give consumers a wider choice of goods and servicesC

to give time for workers in a declining domestic industry to find alternative employmentD

What is most likely to lead to a persistent surplus in a country’s current account of its balance of
payments?

27

a low domestic savings rateA

an undervalued exchange rateB

highly protectionist policies by other countriesC

low investment income from abroadD

Which formula is used to calculate the terms of trade?28

the average price of exports divided by the average price of importsA

the average price of imports divided by the average price of exportsB

the value of exports divided by the value of importsC

the value of imports divided by the value of exportsD
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Solution 28

Answer: A

Why

The terms of trade compares what a country earns per unit exported with
what it pays per unit imported.
So it is the average price of exports divided by the average price of imports.
A rise means each unit of exports now buys more imports – an improvement.
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Question 27
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12
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25	 There is a rise in the exchange rate of the US$.

	 Which would cause the greatest increase in the US current account deficit?

	 A	 a high level of domestic unemployment

	 B	 a high price elasticity of demand for imports

	 C	 a low price elasticity of demand for exports

	 D	 a low rate of domestic inflation

26	 Since 2000 a country’s export prices have increased on average by 50% and its import prices by 
25%.

	 What is the current figure for the country’s terms of trade (2000 = 100)?

	 A	 75		  B	 83	 C	 120	 D	 125

27	 Each diagram shows the production possibility curves (PPCs) of two economies, X and Y, which 
produce food and clothes.

	 In which diagram would both economies benefit by specialising in the good in which they have 
comparative advantage and trading at an exchange rate of 1 unit of clothes to 1.5 units of food?
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28	 Which government policy is most likely to focus on an increase in the quantity of skilled labour?

	 A	 exchange rate policy

	 B	 fiscal policy

	 C	 monetary policy

	 D	 supply-side policy
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Solution 27

Answer: C


