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Question Answer Marks 

1(a) Mg(NO3)2 → MgO + 2NO2 + ½O2  OR  2Mg(NO3)2 → 2MgO + 4NO2 + O2  1 

1(b) M1: Mg(NO3)2 / magnesium nitrate  
AND magnesium ion / Mg2+   
AND is smaller / has higher charge density  
 
M2: nitrate ion / anion is more distorted / polarised  

2 

1(c)(i) magnesium sulfate and water / MgSO4 and H2O  1 

1(c)(ii) M1: magnesium sulfate / A has a more exothermic Hlatt and Hhyd  

M2: difference in Hhyd is greater  

M3: magnesium sulfate / A has a more exothermic Hsol  

3 

   

Question Answer Marks 

2(a)(i) homolytic fission  1 

2(a)(ii) 

      

1 

2(a)(iii) 115–120o   1 

2(b) M1: 3.825  10–3 / 0.003825 / 0.00383 / 0.0038 / 3.8  10–3  
 
M2: units = mol–1 dm3 s–1  

2 

2(c) not constant half-life because overall second order  1 

 

9701/42 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2025  

 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 8 of 15  
 

Question Answer Marks 

2(d) 8.17 / 8.2   1 

2(e) • reactants are adsorbed onto the catalyst surface 
• bonds within reactant molecules are weakened  

• products are desorbed from catalyst surface  
 
Any two [1], all three [2] 

2 

   

Question Answer Marks 

3(a)(i) two species that differ by one proton / H+  1 

3(a)(ii) H2PO4– AND PO43–  1 

3(b)(i) M1: [H+] = 2.51  10–4  
 

M2: [CH3CH2COOH] = 4.67  10–3   

2 

3(b)(ii) 3.98  10–11  1 

3(b)(iii) [HCl ] = 2.51  10–4  1 

3(b)(iv) M1: top box ticked AND weaker acid  
 
M2: alkyl group is electron donating  
 
M3: O–H bond strengthened / anion is destabilised  

3 

3(c)(i) NaOH AND CH3CH2COOH + OH– → CH3CH2COO– + H2O  1 

3(c)(ii) H2SO4 AND conjugate base of CH3CH2COOH is not present  1 

3(d)(i) 3.69  10–5   1 

 

1


