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29 Which changes occur as carbohydrate is moved into a sink? 
 

 
water potential  

of the sieve tube 
element becomes 

volume of liquid  
of the sieve  

tube element 

A lower decreases 

B lower increases 

C higher decreases 

D higher increases 
 
 
30 Which statement correctly compares blood plasma and tissue fluid in a healthy person? 

A Blood plasma contains more protein than tissue fluid. 

B Both blood plasma and tissue fluid contain red blood cells. 

C Tissue fluid contains white blood cells whereas blood plasma does not contain lymphocytes. 

D Tissue fluid is formed from blood plasma and is not returned to blood plasma. 
 
 
31 The body maintains an average normal blood pH of 7.4. 
 

Which row describes the conditions that would increase the dissociation rate of haemoglobin the 
most during periods of intense exercise? 

 

 blood pH blood CO2 partial 
pressure / kPa 

A 7.2 5.6 

B 7.2 9.5 

C 7.6 5.6 

D 7.6 9.5 
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32 The graph shows changes in blood pressure during one cardiac cycle. 
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What is happening at time X? 
 

 aortic semilunar 
valve atrium 

A closing emptying 

B closing filling 

C opening emptying 

D opening filling 
 
 
33 How many times must a carbon dioxide molecule pass through a cell surface membrane to travel 

from the tissue fluid into the blood plasma? 
 

(Assume there are no pores between the cells the carbon dioxide molecule must pass through.) 

A 1 B 2 C 3 D 4 
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31 Which combination of features is characteristic of a phloem sieve tube element immediately after 
it is loaded from a source? 

 

 
water potential of 
the phloem sieve 

tube element 

lignification of 
the cell wall 

A higher than source not present 

B higher than source present 

C lower than source not present 

D lower than source present 
 
 
32 Which blood vessel carries blood with the lowest pressure? 

A aorta 

B pulmonary artery 

C pulmonary vein 

D vena cava 
 
 
33 The photomicrograph shows cells found in mammalian blood. 
 

P

 
 

What is cell P? 

A lymphocyte 

B monocyte 

C neutrophil 

D red blood cell 
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30 Amino acids move from a phloem sieve tube element into a root cell. 
 

What are the changes to the water potential and the volume of liquid in the phloem sieve tube 
element at the sink, when this event is happening? 

 

 
water potential in 
the phloem sieve 

tube element 

volume of liquid in 
the phloem sieve 

tube element 

A becomes higher decreases 

B becomes higher increases 

C becomes lower decreases 

D becomes lower increases 
 
 
31 The table shows the comparison of blood pressure in three main blood vessels during diastole. 
 

 vessel 1 vessel 2 vessel 3 

blood pressure in the 
vessel during diastole 

low 
 

very high 
 

high 
 

 
Which row identifies the three blood vessels? 

 
 vessel 1 vessel 2 vessel 3 

A pulmonary vein pulmonary artery aorta 

B vena cava aorta pulmonary vein 

C pulmonary vein aorta pulmonary artery 

D pulmonary artery pulmonary vein vena cava 
 
 
32 Red blood cells may contain a molecule known as 2,3-bisphosphoglycerate (2,3-BPG). 
 

When 2,3-BPG binds to haemoglobin, a higher partial pressure of oxygen is needed to bring 
about 50% saturation of haemoglobin with oxygen. 

 
Which statements about the effect of 2,3-BPG are correct? 

 
1 2,3-BPG in red blood cells causes the oxygen dissociation curve to shift to the right. 

2 The binding of 2,3-BPG to haemoglobin reduces the Bohr effect. 

3 The binding of 2,3-BPG to haemoglobin lowers the affinity of the haemoglobin for 
oxygen. 

 
A 1, 2 and 3 B 1 and 2 only C 1 and 3 only D 2 and 3 only 

 
 

1
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29 What is the correct name for the attraction due to the hydrogen bonding between water 
molecules during mass flow in plants? 

A transpiration 

B cohesion 

C tension 

D adhesion 
 
 
30 Which row shows the cause of mass flow in the phloem and the direction of movement of phloem 

sap by mass flow? 
 

 cause of mass flow 
in the phloem 

direction of movement 
of phloem sap by mass flow 

A hydrostatic pressure gradient sink to source 

B hydrostatic pressure gradient source to sink 

C water potential gradient sink to source 

D water potential gradient source to sink 
 
 
31 The graph shows the thickness of the walls of the main blood vessels to and from a mammalian 

heart. 
 

Which blood vessel is the pulmonary artery? 
 

1.2

1.0

0.8

0.6

0.4

0.2

0
A B C D

blood vessel

thickness of blood
vessel wall / mm

 
 
 

2



A-Level Biology: w25 23Name: 15

9700/23/O/N/25© UCLES 2025 [Turn over

6 (a) A student studied the structure of a mammalian heart.

  The student took a photograph of the left side of a dissected heart as shown in Fig. 6.1.

Fig. 6.1

  Identify two features of the left side of the heart visible in Fig. 6.1 and explain how each 
feature is adapted to the function of the heart.

feature  ......................................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

feature  ......................................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................
 [4]
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 (b) Cardiac muscle is described as myogenic. This means the electrical activity controlling the 
rhythm of a regular heartbeat begins within the muscle tissue of the heart.

  Describe how electrical activity within the heart controls each heartbeat.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [4]

 (c) Tissue fluid is formed from blood plasma as it flows through capillaries.

  Fig. 6.2 is a diagram of a capillary and some adjacent tissue cells in a capillary network.

Fig. 6.2

  (i) Describe two functions of tissue fluid.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]
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  (ii) With reference to Fig. 6.2, describe how tissue fluid is formed.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [3]

 (d) Measles is a common disease caused by a virus. Vaccination to prevent the disease has 
been very successful.

  (i) A child receives a vaccine for measles.

   Explain why only some of the T-lymphocytes in the child respond to the measles vaccine.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) Describe the events that occur in an immune response to a vaccine that result in 
lymphocytes that provide long-term immunity to measles.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [5]

 [Total: 20]
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5 Veins transport blood towards the heart. The structure of a vein is adapted to its function.

 (a) The inner layer of a vein is the tunica intima, composed of a single layer of endothelial cells 

that form a protective barrier.

  When the tunica intima of a blood vessel is damaged, endothelial cells can carry out mitosis 

to allow tissue repair to occur.

  (i) The spindle that is formed during mitosis is composed of spindle fibres.

   Name the cell structures that are organised to form spindle fibres during mitosis.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) Describe the telophase stage of mitosis.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

 (b) Explain how the structure of a vein is related to its function.

  You do not need to include details of the structure of the tunica intima and its function.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [3]

[Total: 6]

* 0000800000014 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

DFD

6


