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18 Two test-tubes, labelled X and Y, were set up containing equal volumes of solution X or  
solution Y respectively. 

 
A large number of type P cells and a large number of type Q cells were added into test-tube X 
and also into test-tube Y. 

 
After a few minutes, samples of the solutions were taken and the cells were observed with a 
microscope. 

 
● In solution X, all of cell type P had burst and cell type Q had not burst. 

● In solution Y, no cells had burst. 
 

Which row correctly identifies cell type Q and solutions X and Y? 
 

 cell type Q solution X solution Y 

A red blood cells 5% NaCl solution distilled water 

B goblet cells 5% glucose solution distilled water 

C liver cells distilled water 5% glucose solution 

D root hair cells distilled water 5% NaCl solution 
 
 
19 A human muscle cell contains 46 chromosomes. 
 

How many centromeres will be present in a cell during the stages of the mitotic cell cycle? 
 

 early prophase metaphase anaphase 

A 46 46 92 

B 46 92 92 

C 46 46 46 

D 92 46 46 
 
 
20 Telomeres become shorter during each cell cycle of a specialised cell. 
 

In which phase of the cell cycle do telomeres shorten? 

A cytokinesis 

B G1 

C S 

D G2 
 
 

A-Level Biology: w25 12

13  
 

© UCLES 2025 9700/12/O/N/25 [Turn over 

20 The stalk of a dandelion flower is a hollow tube called a scape. Pieces of the scape are cut as 
shown by the dotted lines and placed in sucrose solutions of different water potentials. 
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Which diagram shows the piece that is placed in the sucrose solution with the highest water 
potential? 
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21 Telomeres prevent the loss of genes during DNA replication. 
 

Which row correctly shows cell types that contain telomeres? 
 

 typical  
animal cell 

typical  
plant cell 

typical 
bacterial cell  

A    key 

B     = present 

C     = not present 

D     
 
 
22 Which events listed are part of mitosis? 
 

1 interphase 

2 prophase 

3 cytokinesis 
 

A 1, 2 and 3 B 1 and 2 only C 1 only D 2 only 
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