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Exercise 1

Read the article about an unusual train in the Pyrénées mountains of southwest France, and then 

answer the questions.

The Train d’Artouste

By travel writer Kamal Hassan

My journey on the Train d’Artouste began under bright sunshine at Ossau2000, the first station 

on the line. 

I spent 

90 minutes there, mainly taking photos of the dam, the lake and the surrounding mountain peaks, 

before catching the train back to Ossau2000. 
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Question 1

 What type of passengers was the Train d’Artouste originally intended for?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 2

 What did the Train d’Artouste remind the writer of when he first saw it?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 3

 Why did the writer prefer the Train d’Artouste to other trains in the region?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 4

 In which part of the train did the writer sit?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 5

 Which type of animal was the writer disappointed not to see?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 6

 What different weather conditions did the writer experience while on the Train d’Artouste? 

 Give three details.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [3]

 [Total: 8] 
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