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Exercise 1

Read the web page about a town in Australia called Coober Pedy, and then answer the questions.

Coober Pedy

The town of Coober Pedy, in South Australia, is a very interesting place. Although there have been 
people living in the area for a long time, other parts of the world only learned about the region’s 
existence in 1858 when an explorer from Scotland, McDouall Stuart, travelled nearby. It was later 
still, in 1915, that the town was constructed. This followed an important discovery in the area when 
highly coloured, precious stones called opals were found in large amounts. By 1999, opal mining 
had become an important industry for the area, and nowadays, Coober Pedy is often referred to as 
the opal capital of the world.

Another reason why Coober Pedy is so well known is that many people live in houses which, 
unusually, are located underground. These houses look similar to caves and being underground 
means they can remain cool in high temperatures. On the surface, these are regularly over 40 °C 
in the summer. What’s more, the temperature below ground stays constant through the year. The 
town gradually became a popular tourist destination, and over time, mines were opened to the 
public and hotels were built. Tourists also wanted to see the houses and explore the underground 
churches. Because these buildings are constructed underground, no sounds from the outside can 
be heard. Since 1987, there has been a particular increase in tourist numbers. It was at that time 
that a main road called the Stuart Highway was completed. Visitors without their own transport still 
have various options to reach the town, including arriving by train, or by a coach which arrives once 
a day. The train station is outside the town, and people need to plan any trip carefully as the service 
only runs once a week. Tourists are also strongly advised to avoid visiting at certain times of year 
due to the extreme heat. Making trips during January and February is particularly challenging, with 
April to October being seen as a far more sensible choice.

There’s plenty to see in the town and its surroundings. As well as the spectacular scenery of the 
vast Australian outback, there’s the first ‘tree’ in the area. It’s a sculpture made of iron, and there’s 
nothing else like it. Representing the arrival of the first trucks in the 1950s, it’s located on a hill 
nearby, and is a popular subject for photos. In the town, there are also various art galleries, both 
above and under the ground. Coober Pedy artists are highly productive, so it is fortunate that it is 
relatively easy to enlarge an underground house, if needed, by digging out an extra room to make 
an artist’s studio!
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Question 1

 When was the town of Coober Pedy built?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 2

 What development in the 1980s made it easier for more tourists to get to Coober Pedy?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 3

 How often do trains stop near Coober Pedy?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 4

 Which months are given as being the worst times for tourists to visit?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 5

 Where in the area can visitors see an unusual piece of public art?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 6

 What are the benefits for people in Coober Pedy of having buildings underground?

 Give three details.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [3]

[Total: 8]
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