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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE / IGCSE (9-1) /O Level
Economics, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the syllabus
requirements. This document helps teachers to assess the standards required to achieve marks beyond the guidance
of the mark scheme.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from the November 2023 exam series to exemplify a range of
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with examiner comments about where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by comments on how the answer could be improved. There is also a list of common mistakes
and guidance for candidates for each question.

Please refer to the November 2023 Examiner Report for further details and guidance.

The questions and mark schemes are available on the School Support Hub

0455 November 2023 Question Paper 22

0455 November 2023 Mark Scheme 22

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub
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How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you a high-, middle- and low-level response for
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in
the right-hand column are the examiner comments.
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SRS Examiner comments explain
where and why marks were
awarded. These help to interpret
the standard of Cambridge
exams to help learners refine
their exam technique.

Responses are written by real candidates in exam
conditions, demonstrating the types of answers for each
level. These could be used to discuss and analyse the
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answers with learners in the classroom to improve their

skills.

/

How the candidate could improve their answer

e (c) The candidate’s response does not identify an advantage from the source material. It is important that
candidates follow the instruction at the start of Q1: ‘Refer to the source material in your answers.’ The candidate
was fortunate that the explanation given could be linked to ‘gaining skills’. The question required candidates to
draw on the source material as the basis for their answers

* (e) The question only required candidates to draw a de/ Ths section explains how the candidate could improve
demand on the market for bananas. The candidate did| each response. It helps leamers to improve their exam
needed to draw the equilibrium lines to not only Q and | technique.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

e (a) Itis important that candidates get the right denomination figure. Some candidates gave 0.83 and some gave
83%. A small number of candidates ignored ‘percentage’ in the question and gave 83m as their answer.

¢ (b) Candidates needed to identify points from the source matenal The command word ‘Identify’ does not require
candidates to explain the points. Candidates may

e (c) Some candidates identified two advantages
an advantage from the source material. A small
source material but did not explain it.

This section lists common mistakes as well as helpful guidance
from the examiner. This will help your learners to avoid these
mistakes. You can use this alongside the relevant Examiner
Report to guide your learners.
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Question 1
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o The candidate provides an
accurate calculation.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 1

9 The candidate identifies two
relevant benefits.

Mark for (b) = 2 out of 2

9 The candidate needs to identify
an advantage from the source
material. The explanation could have
come from ‘gain skills’.

Mark for (c) = 1 out of 2

o The candidate provides a good
answer, linking progressive taxation
and providing unemployment benefit
to income redistribution.

Mark for (d) = 4 out of 4
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued ‘ Examiner comments Example Candidate Response — high, continued ‘ Examiner comments
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e The candidate provides a clear

Q diagram.
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@ This is a good and clear
approach, that states the expected
relationship, gives supporting
evidence for the expected
relationship, recognises an
exception, and explains why it is an
exception.

Mark for (f) = 5 out of 5
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued ‘ Examiner comments

How the candidate could improve their answer

e (c) The candidate’s response does not identify an advantage from the source

e The candidate provides a strong
answer that is balanced on both
sides of the argument.

1 Mark for (h) = 6 out of 6

Total mark awarded = 27 out of 30

material. It is important that

candidates follow the instruction at the start of Question 1: ‘Refer to the source material in your answers.’ The

candidate was fortunate that the explanation given could be linked to ‘gaining
candidates to draw on the source material as the basis for their answers.

skills’. The question required

e (e) The question only required candidates to draw a demand and supply curve, showing the effect of an increase in
demand on the market for bananas. The candidate did not have to explain what the diagram shows. The candidate
needed to draw the equilibrium lines to not only Q and Q1 but also to P and P1.

e (g) The candidate’s explanation of why the cost of producing clothes might rise in the future is limited. A higher

price of raw materials is identified but not analysed.
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o The candidate provides an
accurate calculation.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 1

' ‘ 9 The candidate identifies two

relevant reasons.

| Mark for (b) = 2 out of 2

e The candidate recognises
workers will be ‘high skilled’.

Mark for (c) = 1 out of 2

o The candidate makes the point
of ‘charging those who earn more

a greater percentage of taxes’. The
comment that this will increase
disposable income is confused.
Paying minimum wages is not in the
source material.

Mark for (d) = 1 out of 4

e The candidate correctly labels
the axes and the curves and the
demand curve is shifted to the right.

Mark for (e) = 3 out of 4
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued ‘ Examiner comments
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e The candidate shows an
understanding of the nature and
causes of the relationship.

Mark for (f) = 4 out of 5

@ The candidate identifies
economies of scale as an influence.

© The candidate identifies skilled
workers.

@ The candidate’s response begins
well but it is one-sided.

Mark for (g) = 3 out of 6

@ The candidate makes a link to
higher income.

m The candidate links to higher
consumer spending.

@ The candidate provides a good
link between a fall in unemployment
and total demand. These links
could have been developed into
the effect the higher total demand
may have on demand-pull inflation.
The candidate recognises that a fall
in unemployment may encourage
investment but does not go on

to explain why this may reduce
inflationary noise.

Mark for (h) = 4 out of 6

Total mark awarded = 19 out of 30
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How the candidate could improve their answer

(c) The candidate recognised that highly skilled workers would be an advantage but needed to explain why this
would be an advantage.

(d) The candidate could have made better use of the source material.

(e) The candidate incorrectly shifts the supply curve to the right. There was no need to explain the diagram. The
candidate needed to review their work as they might have then realised that the diagram was incomplete.

(f) The candidate needed to provide evidence from the table in the source material to support the analysis.
(g) The candidate needed to provide another side of the argument and respond in more depth.
(h) The candidate needed to respond in more depth by explaining the links in detail.
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‘ Examiner comments

o The candidate states the
incorrect value.

Mark for (a) = 0 out of 1

9 The candidate does not make a
direct link between 40 % of imports
coming from the US and Honduras
gaining from the growth in the US
economy.

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 2

. e The candidate recognises good

reputation and works back to the
idea of practice makes perfect.

Mark for (c) = 2 out of 2

o The candidate does not draw
on the source material and does not
directly answer the question.

Mark for (d) = 0 out of 4
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‘ Examiner comments

e The candidate’s mark for the
shift of the demand curve to the right
is confused with a shift to the right

in the supply curve along the same
line. The axes are confused. The
explanation was not needed.

Mark for (e) = 0 out of 4
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e The candidate’s first paragraph
is vague. The second paragraph
does not provide a clear link
between the birth rate, death rate
and poverty. The candidate does
recognise a link between medical
care, poverty, and life expectancy.

Mark for (f) = 1 out of 5

0 The candidate makes some
good use of the source material to
identify a number of relevant points
and links training and skills with
higher pay.

Mark for (g) = 4 out of 6
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Example Candidate Response —
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low, continued ‘ Examiner comments

9 The candidate interprets

a fall in unemployment as a

fall in employment. There also
appears to be the suggestion that
unemployment benefits make
‘people work’.

Mark for (h) = 0 out of 6

Total mark awarded = 8 out of 30

How the candidate could improve their answer

e The candidate needed to read the questions and the source material more carefully.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

e (a) Itis important that candidates get the right denomination figure. Some candidates gave 0.83 and some gave

83 %. A small number of candidates ignored ‘percentage’ in the question and gave 83m as their answer.

e (b) Candidates needed to identify points from the source material. The command word ‘Identify’ does not require

candidates to explain the points. Candidates may choose to give their answers in bullet forms.

e (c) Some candidates identified two advantages without any explanation. A number of candidates did not explain

an advantage from the source material. A small proportion of candidates identified a relevant advantage from the
source material but did not explain it.

e (d) Candidates needed to take the advantages from the source material and each one needed explaining. Some

candidates did not give an adequate explanation of how progressive taxation works. They wrote that a progressive
income tax system takes more of the income of the rich than those on a low income. This is also true of a
proportional and regressive income tax system. The defining characteristic of a progressive income tax system is
that it takes a higher proportion of the income of the rich.

e (e) Many candidates provided a written explanation of their diagram. The command word ‘show’ does not require

them to do so. If a written examination of a diagram is required, it would start with: ‘Analyse, using a demand and
supply diagram ...’ Diagrams needed to be clearly drawn, well labelled and show the relevant change / changes.
Some candidates drew lines from the equilibrium points to the price and quantity axes but did not identify the
original and new quantities on the axes.

o (f) When analysing the relationship between two economic variables candidates needed to explain the expected

relationship, provide supporting evidence of the relationship from the source material, identify any exceptions and
explain them. Some candidates ignored the data given in the source material. Others described the data without
explaining it. For example, stating that Sweden had 0.2 % of its population living in poverty and a life expectancy
of 83 is just stating what the figures are. An interpretation would be that Sweden had the lowest proportion of the
population living in poverty and the longest life expectancy.

e (g) Candidates needed to provide two-sided answers with depth on both sides of the argument. There was

information in the source material that could be developed and they could have included other relevant points.
Candidates should avoid writing points that are contradicted by the source material. For example, it is not
appropriate to write that the clothes industry is using fewer capital goods.

e (h) Stronger candidate answers to part (g) and part (h) developed links on both sides. Some candidates produced

strong links between lower unemployment, higher income, higher consumer spending, total demand and demand-
pull inflation. The examination of the other side tended not to be so strong. In some cases, this was because
candidates stated points without explaining them.
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Question 2

Example Candidate Response hlgh continued ‘ Examiner comments
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How the candidate could improve their answer

wjhj e (b) The candidate needed to explain the reasons identified in detail. Writing that it ‘makes the factors of production
e SRMAL more affordable’ is not a strong enough argument for keeping costs low.
| spding o gt M [ mxm o _ . 9 enongh argame o
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- | Mark for (c) = 5 out of 6

o The candidate’s response is
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o The candidate provides a
relevant definition and example.

Mark for (a) = 2 out of 2

9 The candidate’s first paragraph
is incorrect as low inflation does not
increase disposable income.

9 The candidate’s second
paragraph confuses lower costs and
keeping costs low. The costs would
be lower than without inflation but
this should be explained.

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 4

o The candidate provides a
reasonable answer recognising that
other countries may remove their
protectionism.

Mark for (c) = 4 out of 6

e The candidate provides a
relevant statement that export
revenue would increase.

@ The candidate provides a
relevant statement about the
avoidance of overspecialisation.

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued ‘ Examiner comments
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Mark for (d) = 4 out of 8

Total mark awarded = 11 out of 20

How the candidate could improve their answer

e (b) The candidate needed to demonstrate a stronger understanding of the consequences of inflation.
e (c) Other forms of protectionism may have been considered apart from tariffs. Towards the end, the response

becomes rather vague.

e (d) More depth of analysis on both sides of the argument was needed. For example, the link between exports and

government revenue needed to be established and explained.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

‘ Examiner comments

0 The candidate provides a good
definition with a relevant example.

Mark for (a) = 2 out of 2

9 Overall, the candidate’s
response demonstrates some idea
that demand may rise.

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 4

e The candidate’s response
demonstrates the idea that the tax
on foreign goods may be reduced.
However, the answer then moves
towards free trade by writing
‘increasing the tax imposed on
locally made goods.’

Mark for (c) = 1 out of 6

o The candidate makes a relevant
statement but this is not explained.

e Afurther relevant statement but
this needs to be linked, for example
to export revenue.

6 The candidate provides relevant
statements on both sides of the
argument.

Mark for (d) = 2 out of 8

Total mark awarded = 6 out of 20

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

How the candidate could improve their answer

e (b) The candidate’s first point is not established. The points needed to be explained more fully.
e (c) The candidate needed to be clearer in writing their response and read the question carefully.
e (d) The candidate needed to link the statements and explain in more detail.

Common mistakes and guidance

e (a) Candidates’ definitions needed to be precise. Some candidates gave rather vague definitions.

* (b) Some candidates correctly identified that a low inflation rate may increase international competitiveness but
then stated that this would increase a country’s economic growth rate. Candidates needed to explain why greater
international competitiveness may increase a country’s economic growth rate.

e (c) When answering an ‘Analyse’ question, strong links needed to be provided. Some candidates identified which
methods of protectionism could be reduced but did not adequately analyse how their reduction could result in a
movement towards free trade.

e (d) Itis important that points are not just stated; they need to be developed on both sides, using appropriate
economic analysis. For example, stating that diamond mining will be beneficial if it increases tax revenue is a
Level 1 response. Candidates needed to explain why tax revenue might increase and why higher tax revenue may
be beneficial to be awarded more marks.
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Que

stion 3

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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o The candidate provides a good
definition based on a cost that does
not change with the level of output.
A relevant example is given.

Mark for (a) = 2 out of 2

9 The candidate might have
mentioned the fall in total demand
but the reference to recession gets
the mark.

e A relatively brief response but
good explanations are given of
frictional unemployment and cyclical
unemployment.

Mark for (b) = 4 out of 4

o The candidate gives two relevant
supply-side policy measures.

e The candidate provides strong
links between education and
training and a reduction in structural
unemployment. A range of other
supply-side policy measures are
covered.

Mark for (c) = 6 out of 6

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response — high, continued ‘ Examiner comments
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e A strong response stating how
consumers may be disadvantaged
by a small number of firms restricting
supply and lower innovation and
variety resulting from a lack of
competition.

Mark for (d) = 7 out of 8

aua\lic)‘m orrdu»ck& \‘0 be &Ad, b M Latmﬁ"s k) F’mfv
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Total mark awarded = 19 out of 20

How the candidate could improve their answer

e (d) The candidate’s points on the other side of the argument: avoidance of wasteful duplication and greater
economies of scale, are relevant but needed to be developed further.

24



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response — middle ‘ Examiner comments

16D

!ﬁxed wst__ These ore  epenses. Thet  are  fiocec! [

fOmd @ua né e M‘.\a—{t?' Y Sroonp'®

ovd g Gt Ao e 9,,9,m99.4@,:,,0,._ ]

~Saeagloye wh
Wby, Aor CoLapeles )

2 nksuee_ SeaSomal)

#o0 u_certem_gomer, Toseco _counpnt es Ny eglaye

eS dt.urﬁs{/} e AOoaces S?fg&pn_j&-usml‘ihul, MMW where

o P § tempdvo. ril g b.\,\%q?lc\\.\,eol Wile  lovkaa,

A0 cuoslikr (Pl wbed *L«zG leade  tels  ourread

-LC)

SR

Hee Svappn . S e wpemaployeeaned
Py - s

6:\1\»5,..‘.. s,

eause Arougie governpeed  fhassing

R Gupporingg. . firwes  This  GefR G o

Bt vy &

wews  lusness oSl geake  couprfi o,
ol \eSs \_MMPJINS’ alow,ﬂ\:uh’)\q ’h-\e w:ebﬁ\q} s

Ret " WP Ao bt of  Sud  wefek ailing

uﬁﬁ?\ due to  oudoud  rie need o |

w? reguoved Beworbat  provedon QWb %&eml‘%«d’

“{es (RIS Wil Prowd  wiee e ‘(d eer

h“]-)qu, vamo\,d haong Ao tove  fioun  Ohe plcuzg B

C
f\v awcller, 'hvwa B St hy

amd gueber  Le gowp
Ouguion K pALe: thwevar

g 2@3 o do

a femer Brwes . Bhd  cautel  nonopfly  wiere

by SWR  Rrm o force  Sher  busmmess. o ge
oud Sl bugnesg PRUN Y% wl  ereate o toude

s to S X e"‘f’ﬁf\»\j S ke gntasy
e Cohsumus will iy Cwedlonu s emee B will

Lo e ontu B, wUloxq \‘M\meol\t‘«a» Loss dhoneg

to  cLowle {‘Y,bv-\ So l’\\-\mp by s Pns,

gprebilg (S IOk S COoungam g [ clagrees o dts®foun

How the candidate could improve their answer

when giving the definition.
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o The example ‘rent’ is relevant.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 2

9 The candidate identifies and
explains seasonal unemployment.
There is some explanation of
frictional unemployment but this is
not identified as such.

Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

e The candidate gives some idea
that a subsidy can create jobs.
However, this needs to be analysed
along with other supply-side policy
measures.

Mark for (c) = 2 out of 6

o The candidate provides some
limited explanation on both sides but
the response lacks depth.

Mark for (d) = 4 out of 8

Total mark awarded = 10 out of 20

(a) The candidate’s definition is too vague and is not linked to output. The candidate needed to be more precise

(c) and (d) The candidate needed to give a wider and more in depth coverage of the points made.

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response —
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‘ Examiner comments

0 The candidate attempts to
provide a relevant example,
electricity, but this is far too vague.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 2

e The candidate identifies and
explains frictional unemployment.

0 Voluntary unemployment is
identified but the explanation could
also apply to economic activity.

Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

o The candidate appears to be
examining how reducing the size
of some firms and increasing the
size of other firms would reduce

unemployment.

Mark for (c) = 0 out of 6

e Several points are made by the
candidate but they are not explained.
For example, why might all the firms
not have the same price?

Mark for (d) = 2 out of 8

Total mark awarded = 6 out of 20



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

How the candidate could improve their answer

(a) The candidate needed to be more precise when giving an example.
(c) The candidate’s response needed to be clearer on specific supply-side policy measures.

(d) The candidate’s points needed to be made more clearly and explained more fully. It would have been helpful for
the candidate to be thinking ‘why’ when making statements.

Common mistakes and guidance

(a) Candidates needed to understand that a fixed cost is not one that does not change, it is one that does not
change when the output changes.

(b) When examining cyclical unemployment, it is important that candidates recognise it is a fall in total demand and
not a fall in the demand for just one product.

(c) Candidates needed to note that the word ‘measures’ in this question is plural. Candidates were required to
analyse at least two policy measures. When answering ‘analyse’ questions, candidates needed to provide some

depth. They needed to link two or three points between identifying the policy measure and reducing unemployment.

(d) It is useful for candidates to highlight key words in the question. In this question ‘fewer firms’, ‘market’ and
‘benefit consumers’ were all important words. Writing a brief plan may be useful for candidates. Both these
strategies can help focus responses.
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Question 4

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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0 The candidate provides a good
definition.

Mark for (a) = 2 out of 2

9 The candidate provides relevant
reasons and links these with
explanations.

Mark for (b) = 4 out of 4

e The candidate identifies a clear
influence.

0 The candidate correctly links the
demand for labour to the demand for
food.

e The candidate identifies a further
relevant influence.

e The candidate explains why
labour intensive farming might be
used.

0 The candidate gives a good
answer which clearly analyses
several influences.

Mark for (c) = 6 out of 6
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued ‘ Examiner comments
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How the candidate could improve their answer

e The candidate analyses the
benefits of living in the city.

| 9 The candidate clearly analyses

the reasons on the other side.

| | Mark for (d) = 7 out of 8

Total mark awarded = 19 out of 20

e (d) Overall, the candidate has provided a good response. The response would have benefited from more
depth, e.g. on the benefits of greater awareness of the importance of healthcare and how pollution lowers living
standards.
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| o The candidate seems to be

defining supply but the response is
too vague.

Mark for (a) = 0 out of 2

9 The candidate provides a
response which recognises two
relevant reasons but does not
adequately explain them.

Mark for (b) = 2 out of 4

e The candidate identifies demand
for the product linked to the demand
for labour and the influence of costs
of production.

o The candidate identifies a further
influence.

Mark for (c) = 3 out of 6

e The candidate provides a
relevant statement of influences.

@ The candidate provides some
suggestion of explanation.

e The candidate provides an
explanation of why health might be
worse in rural areas.

Mark for (d) = 4 out of 8

Total mark awarded = 9 out of 20



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2 Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

How the candidate could improve their answer Example Candidate Response — low ‘ Examiner comments

e (a) The candidate needed to be more accurate and precise when giving a definition.

o (b) The candidate’s points needed more explanation. (e )| Ur?uz/v»ck M Am Mm WGR Pa%l,u\d GQL(H‘A‘ Q o The candl_date provides an

answer but this needs to be linked to

e (c) The candidate needed to explain in more detail, e.g. in terms of employing less labour if costs rise, the a change in price.

response could have been more specific about wages rising. (5)((
. o, R . , . . . ﬁ?ﬂ” 8 Mark for (a) = 0 out of 2
e (d) The candidate should have been thinking ‘why’ and ‘how’ when making points. For example, the candidate i pecd - SARDAS, QY1 WA
could have explained why there might be better jobs, why the cost of living is high, why there are more unemployed )G!) /gv)’L Q.QQW gyﬁo{ 9 9 The candidate identifies relevant

people. The other side of the candidate’s response tended to be just the reverse of the first side. (C\ me s CJUA/MWO( &} .QQ}JQ‘WW 82 % points.
. s

gwwm /wq/wwma afdA,Qﬁmw# (Mwlr_ oner'@) Mark for (b) = 2 out of 4
Mﬁym 8 (Vt QCJJW 6 The candidate recognises the
g’ OS«AQAQISS

1y M-Pp SJ"G’EAWI --{ | influence of the type of farming.
0"’”’“’% = M'Q‘M so i e 5 Bugeh 4 @ The candidate explains another

U (:lD/WWN"d\ m’?f“’\/wﬁ/l il NVUWS‘? Lol . == | influence, which is the demand for
(d) Wmmwkwwmw food. t

Basic._coumn amol_fediy. (e
IS o mﬁ% oJmm WM WQ Mark for (c) = 3 out of 6

6 The candidate explains the
influence of the demand for the
product.

e The candidate provides a
relevant statement for one side of
the argument.

" T . I T @) The candidate provides a
,,UIQU'QU(W %*W W‘a"‘ o o U Trelevant statement for the other side
of the argument.

Mark for (d) = 2 out of 8

Total mark awarded = 7 out of 20

How the candidate could improve their answer

e (a) The candidate needed to provide a more precise definition that was linked to a change in price.
e (b) and (c) The candidate needed to explain their points in detail.
e (d) The candidate stated relevant points in the response but these needed to be explained.

Common mistakes and guidance

e (a) Some candidates appeared to rush their answers to this question and defined just supply or elastic demand.
For those candidates who did attempt to define elastic supply, a relatively high proportion did not recognise that
elasticity is concerned with percentage changes in price and quantity supplied and not absolute changes.

e (b) Candidates were asked to ‘Explain two reasons’. Candidates should understand that identifying three or four
reasons without explaining them is not sufficient. Also identifying and explaining three or four reasons is not the
best use of candidates’ time.

e (c) All questions should be read carefully. Some candidates wrote about what may cause someone to become a
farmer. This was not the question. Several candidates identified a few influences but did not analyse them. A high
proportion of candidates did not understand the difference between production and productivity.

e (d) Some candidates’ answers were descriptive and repetitive. Answers needed to be based on economic analysis.
For example, some responses described traffic congestion in city centres. Stronger responses went on to explain
the external costs this could cause.
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Question 5

Example Candidate Response hlgh Examiner comments
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o The candidate makes two
relevant identifications.

Mark for (a) = 2 out of 2

9 The candidate demonstrates
a good understanding that
disequilibrium occurs if there is
shortage or surplus.

e The candidate explains how
price changes could bring the
market back to equilibrium.

o The candidate correctly explains

what will happen when there is a
surplus.

Mark for (b) = 4 out of 4

e The candidate accurately labels
the axes.

6 The candidate uses an arrow
to correctly indicate a short of the
product possibility curve to the left.

e The candidate recognises that
the productive capacity will be
reduced.

Mark for (c) = 5 out of 6

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response — high, continued
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How the candidate could improve their answer

Examiner comments

6 The candidate begins to analyse.

e The candidate begins to analyse
from the other side of the argument.

Mark for (d) = 7 out of 8

Total mark awarded = 18 out of 20

e (c) The candidate recognised that production potential would decline but does not mention that a fall in the labour
force would reduce resources.

e (d) The candidate needed to provide a more in-depth discussion around why exports may be beneficial.
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Example Candidate Response — middle ‘ Examiner comments Example Candidate Response — middle, continued ‘ Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

‘ Examiner comments

o The candidate identifies two
relevant benefits.

Mark for (a) = 2 out of 2

9 The candidate demonstrates
some understanding of market
equilibrium.

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 4

e The candidate demonstrates
an awareness that the production
possibility curve will shift to the left.

Mark for (c) = 1 out of 6

o The candidate suggests a higher
export revenue but the comments
on trade restrictions are confused,
given that the question is based on
exports increasing.

Mark for (d) = 1 out of 8

Total mark awarded = 5 out of 20

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

How the candidate could improve their answer

e (b) The candidate needed to provide more points and explanation in relation to how a market moves from
disequilibrium to equilibrium.

e (c) The candidate needed to label the axes. Production possibility curves should be drawn to the axes and should

be labelled. The candidate’s written comments reveal a confusion between a decrease in the labour force and
unemployment and between output and productive capacity.

e Questions should be read carefully so that the answers provided are clearly focused.

Common mistakes and guidance

e (a) Some candidates provided explanations of the benefits they identified. This was not required.

e (b) Some candidates showed either none or very little understanding of market disequilibrium.

e (c) When drawing production possibility curves, it is important that candidates draw the curves to the axes. They
should also label the axes correctly and avoid confusing production possibility curve diagrams with demand and
supply diagrams.

e (d) The answers to this question revealed several confusions for candidates. These included confusion between
exports and imports, export volume and export revenue and export revenue and government tax revenue.
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